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The Parish Visitor  

March 2025 

NEED TO 
CONTACT 
US? 

 

Church Office: 
630.556.3986 

 

Pastor’s Cell:   
815.761.3910 
 

Pastor’s email:              
jckburbnk@yahoo.com 

 

Church Secretary’s 
email: 
ecuccsecretary@gmail.com 

 

Church website –
www.ecucc.org 

John Omerod,  
Pastor 

“God is good, God is great…         
all the time.” 

2025 Vision Statement 

 One of the many appealing things about the Congregationalists, prior to 
the formation of the United Church of Christ, was the denomination’s early     
position on women pastors. From a UCC site: “In 1853 woman pastor, Antoinette 
Brown was the first woman since New Testament times ordained as a     
Christian minister, and perhaps the first woman in history elected to serve a 
Christian congregation as pastor. At her ordination a friend, Methodist      
minister Luther Lee, defended ‘a woman’s right to preach the Gospel.’    
Women have accomplished  much across our denomination, empowered as 
ordained pastors and administrators. In 2023, General Synod elected the   
Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia A. Thompson as the General Minister and President of 
the United Church of Christ, {who replaced The Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer}.  
Rev. Thompson became the first woman and first woman of African descent 
to serve as leader of the denomination.” 
 In the light of women’s empowerment across the history of the    
United States, and far-reaching across the world, a date every year in March 
is designated as International Women’s Day. The following message (in part)   
regarding this special day, March 8, 2025, is available online in its totality:  
 “On 8 March 2025, join us to celebrate International Women’s Day    
under the theme, “For ALL women and girls: Rights. Equality. Empowerment.” 
This year’s theme calls for action that can unlock equal rights, power and       
opportunities for all and a feminist future where no one is left behind. Central 
to this vision is empowering the next generation—youth, particularly young 
women and adolescent girls—as catalysts for lasting change. Besides, the year 
2025 is a pivotal moment as it marks the 30th anniversary of the Beijing Declara-
tion and Platform for Action. This document is the most progressive and widely 
endorsed blueprint for women’s and girls’ rights worldwide that transformed 
the women’s rights agenda in terms of legal protection, access to services, 
youth engagement, and change in social norms, stereotypes and ideas stuck in 
the past.” 

 
Let me know if you would like a copy of the Beijing Declaration or the     
Platform for Action.  

 “Before 1995, only 12 countries had legal sanctions against domestic 
violence. Today, there are 1,583 legislative measures in place across 
193 countries, including 354 targeting domestic violence specifically. 

 Today, there are 112 countries with National Action Plans on women, 
peace and security– a significant increase from only 19 in 2010.” 

https://wpsfocalpointsnetwork.org/resources/
https://wpsfocalpointsnetwork.org/resources/
https://www.unwomen.org/en/docs/2010/9/women-peace-and-security-report-2010-s-2010-498


 

SUMMER CAMP OFFERINGS, REGISTRATION  

AND SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION               

IS AVAILABLE NOW 

 

Information on the camps being held this summer at                         

Pilgrim Park in Princeton, Illinois and how to register                        

can be found on the Fellowship Hall  bulletin board. 

Please call the office or speak to Mike Peters                                        

regarding the scholarship funds available to offset camp costs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Hinckley Area Food Pantry (HAFP), located at 190 W. Lincoln Hwy. in      
Waterman, serves the communities of Big Rock, Hinckley, Maple Park, and Waterman and 
provides food assistance to our neighbors in these communities.  

 We welcome and appreciate your support and donations to the Hinckley Area Food 
Pantry! The Hinckley Food Pantry needs include: kidney beans, chili beans, ramen noodles, 
pasta sauce, canned pasta, macaroni, noodles, sugar, flour, Bisquick, baking supplies, 
canned meats, Jell-O, pudding, lunch box stuff (individual serving sizes fruit, desserts, 
chips, etc.), toilet paper, Kleenex, toothpaste, laundry soap, bath soap, condiments (ketchup, 
mustard, mayo, relish) and juice.  

 If you wish to make a direct monetary donation to the Hinckley Area Food Pantry, 
their address is: Hinckley Area Food Pantry, PO Box 463, Hinckley IL 60520. They will   
also send a tax donation letter to you at the end of the year.                                                       

 They can actually buy MORE food with your monetary donations! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 



    

 Here is a list of our homebound and their addresses.                                   
       A card to let them know that you are thinking                            
   of them would appreciated by all:    
    

 

   Sue Lee—46W028 Granart Rd., Big Rock, IL  60511 

   Hank Washburn—46W600 Dolly St., Big Rock, IL  60511 

   Joyce Self—Asbury Gardens, 210 Airport Rd, Room 203,  North Aurora, IL  60542 

   Joyce Landmeier—9200 E. Mohawk Ln., Scottsdale, AZ  85255         

   Cindy Evans – c/o Asbury Gardens, 210 Airport Rd., North Aurora, IL  60542 

     

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

                        Sunday, March 9th 

 

Please see more information on  

the following page regarding 

how important and helpful 

your support is to those 

in their time of need! 

     

 

Friday, March 7th 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
March 5th  

7 p.m. 



ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  

MARCH 9th 

 

Be the Light! 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a vital special      
mission offering of the United Church of Christ. It connects 
you to disaster relief, refugee assistance, and development 
efforts around the globe. When disasters strike, or when   
individuals are displaced due to violence or poverty, OGHS 
ensures immediate response and ongoing recovery. 

Through your support, OGHS funds comprehensive         
development programs in areas such as healthcare,         
education, agriculture, food security, microfinancing, and 
women's empowerment. By partnering with Global         
Ministries and international response networks, OGHS           
maximizes its impact. Your contributions help meet urgent 
needs while addressing the root causes of vulnerability,   
ensuring long-term, sustainable solutions for affected     
communities. 



A Letter of Thanks From Eden Seminary 



March 16th 

Sunday School at 9am 

Worship at 10:15am 

 

 

March 9th 

Sunday School at 9am 

Worship at 10:15am 

One Great Hour of      
Sharing special         

offering 

March 23rd 

Sunday School at 9am 

Worship at 10:15am 

 

 

Ushers: The Ashby and Peters Families 
Coffee: Mary Hauge and Sandy Lay 

 

Lock Up: Moderator 

 

Ushers: The Ashby and Peters Families 
Coffee: Jim and Amy Ashby 

 

Lock Up: Youth 
 

Ushers: The Ashby and Peters Families 
Coffee: Mary Hauge  

 

Lock Up: Worship  
      

March 2nd 

Sunday School at 9am 

Worship at 10:15am 

Communion 
CHANGE UP  

SUNDAY 

Ushers: The Ashby and Peters Families 
Coffee: Mary Welton and Karen Sorbel 

 

Communion Servers:  Vice Moderator, Youth, Outreach 

Lock Up: Teaching and Learning 

March 30th 

Sunday School at 9am 

Worship at 10:15am 

Nick Ashby Memorial 
Collection for Eden 

Seminary 

 

Ushers: The Ashby and Peters Families 
Coffee: Volunteers Needed 

 

Lock Up: Treasurer 

 

 

March 5th 

         Ash Wednesday Worship Service at 7pm       



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 Sunday 

School—9am 

Worship 10:15am 

Communion 

Change Up           

3 4 5 

 
Worship at 

7pm        

6 7 
Lifespring   
Pizza Night at 
6pm in Aurora 

8 

 

9  Sunday 

School—9am 

Worship 10:15am 

One Great Hour 
of Sharing      
Collection 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16        
Sunday School—
9am 

Worship 10:15am 

17      
Executive 
Council      
Meeting 
6:30pm 

18 19 20 21 22 

23 
Sunday School—
9am 

Worship 10:15am 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30   Sunday 

School—9am 

Worship 10:15am 

Nick Ashby   
Memorial       
Collection for 
Eden Seminary 

31      

March 2025 



E n g l i s h  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l   

U n i t e d  C h u r c h  

o f  C h r i s t  

301 Rhodes ~  

PO Box 156 

Big Rock IL  60511 

 

Church Office:  

630.556.3986 

" G o d  i s  G o o d ,  G o d  i s  g r e a t . . .  

a l l  t h e  t i m e "  

2 0 2 5  V i s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

 

 

 
 

2am on Sunday, March 9th!! 
Turn your clocks forward on Saturday evening so you                      

don’t miss our service on Sunday!! 

Pastor's cell:  815.761.3910 

Pastor's email:  

jckburbnk@yahoo.com 

 

Church Secretary's email:  

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com  

March Birthdays 
 

March 2—Mike Dugan                                                             
March 9—Sue Lee 

March 10– Michelle Dugan 

March 15—Matt O’Donnell 

March 17—Sharon Wolbers 

March 18– Amy Ashby 

March 23—Mallory Dugan 

March 28—Debbie Stiles 

 


