
  

From the desk of Pastor John 
 

     Memorial Day is traditionally and rightfully set aside to remember 
fallen Americans on the battlefields of wars and conflicts in this coun-
try, across time, and across the world. They gave their lives for future 
generations of this country. But I would be remiss to herald fallen uni-
formed men and women without noting the terrible destruction of 
war, wherever it is fought, whatever beach, forest, or field where 
blood is spilled. On Memorial Day Sunday, May 25, I read the ageless 
poem, In Flanders Field, from the pulpit. You may have read it in your 
high school English class. It was penned by Canadian army field physi-
cian John McCrae following the death of a close friend. It was written 
in memory of a 1915 battle fought in Belgium between the Allies and 
the Germans where thousands upon thousands of military lives were 
lost. It was the first time Germany had used poison gas on a massive 
scale.  
 
“In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below.” 
 
“We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields.” 
 
“Take up our quarrel with the foe:  
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high.  
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields.”      
                                                                                         (cont. on next page) 
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815.761.3910 

 
Pastor’s email:       

 jckburbnk@yahoo.com 
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email: 
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Church website –

www.ecucc.org 

 

Visit our Facebook page 
at:: BigRockECUCC 

John Omerod, 
Pastor 

“God is good, God is great…        
All the time.”   

 2025 Vision Statement 



                                                                                                               (continued from previous page) 

 

  The Armed Man, a Mass by Welsh composer Karl Jenkins, is subtitled "A Mass for Peace“ 
(1999). Along with In Flanders Field, it delivers a poignant message on the impact of war, 
and on the hopes for lasting peace. The Armed Man  was commissioned by the Royal        
Armories Museum for the Millennium celebrations, to mark the British museum's move 
from London to Leeds. It was dedicated to victims of the 16-month Kosovo crisis (1998-99). 
Like Benjamin Britten's War Requiem before it, it is essentially an anti-war piece and is 
based on the Catholic Mass, which Jenkins combines with other sources, principally the 
15th-century folk song "L'homme armé" in the first and last movements, as well as during 
the Kyrie. It was written for a soprano, alto, tenor, bass (SATB) chorus with soloists and a 
symphonic orchestra.           

 

 In addition to extracts from the Ordinary of the Mass, the text incorporates words from 
other religious and historical sources, including the Islamic call to prayer, the Bible (e.g. 
the Psalms and Revelation) and ancient Indian Sanskrit. Writers whose words appear in the 
work include Rudyard Kipling, Alfred Lord Tennyson, and Sankichi Toge, who survived 
the Hiroshima bombing but died some years later of leukemia, related to radiation expo-
sure.  The Armed Man charts the growing menace of a descent into war, interspersed with 
moments of reflection, shows the horrors that war brings, and ends with the hope for 
peace in a new millennium, when "sorrow, pain and death can be overcome." 
 
Peace be with you, in so many ways.   
John 

 

                                                                                                                               

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Jenkins


CHANGE-UP SUNDAY OFFERINGS 

Next Change Up collection is this Sunday, June 1st 

 
As we have done in the past, we will continue to collect the Change-Up Sunday offerings 
during the summer months. As always, your small change can make a huge        
difference!!  Here are the upcoming collection dates, after this Sunday! 

 

 July  6th    October 5th 

 August 3rd   November 2nd 

 September 7th   December 7th 

 

UPCOMING PIZZA NIGHT— June 6th  
Our next Pizza Night with LifeSpring Women's Shelter will be on Friday, June 6th 

at 6:00 p.m. We can always use volunteers to help provide 
drinks, desserts and/or salads. We meet at LifeSpring at 
about 5:50p.m. It is located at 517 College Avenue in     
Aurora. If you plan to attend or provide any of the items  
requested, please contact Melissa Peters (630-918-8784).  

 

New Carillon Purchase 

 

A new carillon is now chiming 

at English Congregation Church. 

This was possible because of the        
memorial donations made in the name of Judy Hatfield and the                                     

additional funds needed provided by Roger Hatfield.  

 

Thank you, Roger, for this wonderful gift to the church! 



June 1st 

Worship at 10:15 am 
 

Sacrament of  
Communion 

Change Up Sundae 

 

Ushers:  The Ashby and Peters Families                                    
Liturgist: Jim Dennin 
Coffee:  Mary Knobloch and Clara Babel 

 

Communion Servers:  Vice Moderator, Youth, Outreach 
Lock-up: Treasurer 
 

Ushers:  The Ashby and Peters Families                                     
Liturgist:   Jim Dennin                                                                                 
Coffee:  Volunteers are needed 
 
Lock-up: Operations 
 

Ushers:  The Ashby and Peters Families                                    
Liturgist:   Jim Dennin                                                                              
Coffee:  Volunteers are needed 

 
Lock-up: Outreach 
  

June 8th 

 

Worship at     
10:15 am 

 

June 15th 

 

Worship at   

   10:15 am 

June 22nd 

 

Worship at  
10:15 am 

 

Ushers:  The Ashby and Peters Families                                    
Liturgist: Jim Dennin 
Coffee:  Volunteers are needed 

 

Lock Up:           Nurture      

VOLUNTEERS FOR JUNE 

June 29th 

Worship at  
10:15 am 

 
Nick Ashby  
Memorial          

Collection for 
Eden Seminary 

 

Ushers:  The Ashby and Peters Families                                    
Liturgist: Jim Dennin 
Coffee:  Volunteers are needed 

 

Lock Up:            Vice Moderator      



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1         
Worship  

Service 10:15am 

Communion        

Change Up 

Sundae 

2 3 4 5 6 
Pizza Night at 

LifeSpring—

6pm 

7 

8 
Worship  

Service 10:15am 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 
Worship  

Service 10:15am 

 

16 
Executive 

Council   

Meeting at 

6:30pm 

17 18 19 20 21 

22 
Worship  

Service 10:15am 

23 24 25      
68th           

Anniversary 

of the United 

Church of 

Christ 

26 27 28 

29 
Worship  

Service 10:15am 

 

Nick Ashby  

Memorial    

Collection for 

Eden Seminary 

30      

June 2025 
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Pastor's cell:  815.761.3910 
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jckburbnk@yahoo.com 

 

Church Secretary's email:  
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" g o d  i s  g o o d ,  G o d  i s  g r e a t . . .   

a l l  t h e  t i m e . ”  

2 0 2 5  V i s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

Find us at: 
BigRockECUCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You Can Make A Difference! 
 

The Hinckley Area Food Pantry (HAFP) appreciates everything that the  
community has done in support of their efforts each and every day. 

 
If you would like to contribute to the Pantry, they always appreciate your 
cash contributions that will allow them to purchase $8 of food for every 
$1 donated, and donations of shelf stable items are always appreciated.      

Their address is: 
Hinckley Area Food Pantry 

PO Box 463 
Hinckley, IL  60520  

 
They will also send a tax donation letter to you at the end of the year for 
monetary gifts. Thank you! 


