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This July, on the 249" birthday of our nation, its citizens are in an
unprecedented position to examine and act on the future direction of
this country, to acknowledge its failures as well as its successes.
Christians, | believe, are called to examine and act on the future
direction of the church, our church, and the path on which we tread
as we define our faithfulness to God and in the light of the words of
Jesus--all within the scope of current national priorities. | want to
share with you various meaningful New Testament verses from the
book of Matthew:

Matthew 7:15-21a

> “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but

inwardly are ravenous wolves. *° You will know them by their fruits.
Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? '’ So, every
sound tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil fruit. ** A
sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good

fruit. *° Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. ° Thus you will know them by their fruits.

L “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom
of heaven.”

Matthew 25:31, 34-36, 40

3L “\When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. ** Then the King will say to
those at his right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; * for |
was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, *°| was naked and you
clothed me, | was sick and you visited me, | was in prison and you
came to me.” *®‘Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one of the least of
these...you did it to me.”




A “good-bye” celebration for Owen Driscoll
Sunday, August 3rd

Our wonderful organist, Owen Driscoll, will have his last day with us on
Sunday, August 3rd. Mike Peters is collecting donations to give to Owen as he
begins his next exciting chapter. A cake for Owen will also be ordered for the

coffee hour. Please see Mike if you wish to make a donation for Owen.

Thank you!

|
I CHANGE-UP SUNDAY OFFERINGS
: Next Change Up collection is on July 6th

I
1 As we have done in the past, we will continue to collect the Change-Up Sunday offerings

jduring the summer months. As always, your small change can make a huge
jdifferencel! Here are the upcoming collection dates!
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I July 6th October 5th
I August 3rd November 2nd
I September 7th December 7th
|
UPCOMING PIZZA NIGHTS

July 11th and August 1st

Our next Pizza Night with LifeSpring Women's Shelter will be on Friday,
July 11th at 6:00 p.m. We can always use volunteers to help
provide drinks, desserts and/or salads. We meet at
LifeSpring at about 5:50p.m. It is located at 517 College
Avenue in Aurora. If you plan to attend or provide any of
/ the items requested, please contact Melissa Peters




Annual Potluck Church Picnic
Sunday, August 24th
Fellowship Hall

Mark your calendars for this annual event!
This will be a potluck picnic with the church
providing the meat. A sign-up sheet will be available
soon for the additional salads, sides and desserts needed.

Items are being collected now for the
Raffle Table at the Picnic!

Why do we do a raffle at the Picnic?

Because it is the easiest way to earn money while keeping costs down;
that’s why we ask for prizes by way of donation.

Gifts such as: gift certificates, gourmet dinners, electronics, travel
packages, sport team items, etc...are always favorites.

Are you crafty? Please consider donating handmade items for the
raffle. Everyone enjoys the variety donated of these items.

Perhaps you have “like new” items that others would enjoy. Do
you have extra scrapbook supplies that you could donate? What about
‘How-To” books, DVDs, CDs, or a good novel that you no longer
need, but someone else might enjoy?

PLEASE BRING YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CHURCH
ON SUNDAY OR DURING OFFICE HOURS.




VOLUNTEERS FOR JULY

July 6th Ushers: The Ashby and Peters Families
10:15 Liturgist: Marcia Lee
<o am Coffee: Volunteers are needed

Sacrament of

Communion Communion Servers: Operations, Nurture, Teaching and Learning
Change Up Sundae )
Lock-up: Worship
Ushers: The Ashby and Peters Families
July 13th Liturgist: Marcia Lee

10:15 am Coffee: Volunteers are needed

Lock-up: Youth

Ushers: The Ashby and Peters Families
Liturgist: Marcia Lee

July 20th Coffee: Volunteers are needed
10:15 am
Lock-up: Moderator

Usbhers: The Ashby and Peters Families
Liturgist: Marcia Lee
Coffee: Volunteers are needed

July 27th

10:15 am ,
Lock Up: Vice Moderator
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Worship
Service 10:15am Pizza Night at
Communion LifeSpring in
Change Up Aurora at 6pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Worship
Service 10:15am Distribution of
Food Drive
bags in Big
Rock
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worship Executive Pick up of
Service 10:15am  Council Food Bags for
Meeting .
6:30pm Food Drive
27 28 29 30 31

Worship

Service 10:15am



THANKS
FOR GIVING

FOOD DRIVE

You Can Make A Difference!

FOOD DRIVE COLLECTION IN BIG ROCK
BY ENGLISH CONGREGATIONAL UCC

BAGS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED BETWEEN SATURDAY, JULY 19th
AND TUESDAY, JULY 22nd
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PICK UP OF THE BAGS WILL BE DONE ON JULY 26th

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP DISTRIBUTE AND/OR PICK
UP FOOD BAGS, PLEASE CONTACT MELISSA PETERS.
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