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John Omerod, 

Pastor 

Need To Contact Us? 

Church Office: 

630.556.3986 

 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: 

815.761.3910 

Pastor’s email: 

jckburbnk@yahoo.com 

 

Church Secretary’s 

email: 

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com 

 

Church Website: 

www.ecucc.org 

Visit us on Facebook at 

BigRockECUCC 

Dear friends, 

A week before Christmas, Ginny and I attended a junior high school-aged Christmas 

concert in Aurora. One of our grandsons sang in the choir. One particular song, among 

many other good seasonal hymns and songs, caught our attention.  We want to share it 

with you: 

 

My Grown-Up Christmas List               Song by Kelly Clarkson 

“Do you remember me? I sat upon your knee.                                                                              
I wrote to you with childhood fantasies.                                                                                 
Well, I’m all grown up now and still need help somehow.                                                         
I’m not a child but my heart still can dream. 

So, here’s my lifelong wish, my grown-up Christmas list,                                                        

Not for myself but for a world in need. 

No more lives torn apart, that wars would never start,                                                                

And time would heal all hearts, and everyone would have a friend.                                       

And right would always win, and love would never end.                                                         

This is my grown-up Christmas list. 

As children we believe the grandest sight to see                                                                        

Was something lovely wrapped beneath the tree. 

But Heaven only knows that packages and bows 

Can never heal a hurting human soul. 

No more lives torn apart, that wars would never start 

And time would heal all hearts, and everyone would have a friend. 

And right would always win, and love would never end, 

This is my grown-up Christmas list. 

What is this illusion called the innocence of youth? 

Maybe only in our blind belief can we ever find the truth. 

No more lives torn apart, that wars would never start, 

And time would heal all hearts, and everyone would have a friend. 

And right would always win, and love would never end, 

This is my grown-up Christmas list.” 

This is a Christmas List worth remembering! In Christ, all things of peace                                  

and healing are possible. Ginny and I wish you blessed seasons of Hope                                    

and Joy all year long! 

 

Pastor John  

“God Is Good,  

God Is Great… 

All The Time.” 

Our Vision Statement 
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De-Greening of the Church after Worship               
on January 12th 

 
Since the Epiphany falls on Monday, January 6th, the Worship Ministry Group 

has planned to take down and put away the Christmas decorations                 
after the Worship Service on Sunday, January 12th. 

 
Please stay a little while to help us if you can.  Thank you. 

 
 

MATCHING GIFT UPDATE - 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT ALL YEAR! 

With the start of 2025, we continue to get closer to the goal 

of $30,000.00 for the Matching Gift challenge.  We have   

never failed to meet this goal in the past, and with everyone’s 

help we hope to be successful once again for 2024.             

Contributions can be made until the end of January.   

A huge “thank you” goes out to everyone for your               

contributions throughout the year that keep our church        

financially stable and secure! We are truly blessed! 
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    There are still a few 2025 Offering Envelopes on the  

 table in the Fellowship Hall.  If you did not see your          

 envelopes there, please contact the office.   

 Please pick yours up today! Thank you! 

  A listing of our homebound     

members and their addresses can be 

found on the bulletin board.  Please   

consider sending them a card or note.   

 They love receiving a note or      

being visited to learn what is happening 

here at their church.  It will make them 

feel good but you will be 

the one reaping the       

rewards!!! 

Are you going 

through your     

Christmas Cards? 

Remember that you can recycle the 

fronts of the cards  (or any other 

greeting cards) with us. We will send 

them to the St. Jude's Ranch for  

Children where they find new life in 

projects that support their programs.  

 
 

January Birthdays 

3rd—Bob Raymond 

14th—Wilfredo Rodriguez 

21st—Nathan Drawz 

25th—Gloria Goodin 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

 

2 3  

Worship        

Ministry -9:30am 

Pizza Night at 

LifeSpring at 

6pm  

4 

5 

Sunday School 

9am 

Worship 10:15am  

Communion      

Change Up  

6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 

Sunday School 

9am 

Worship 10:15am   

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 

Sunday School 

9am 

Worship 10:15am   

20 

Executive     

Council Meeting -

6:30pm 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 

Sunday School 

9am 

Worship 10:15am   

27 28 29 30 31  

January 2025 



Ushers:     The Ashby and Peters Families 

Coffee:       Mary Knobloch and Jill Arischon  

Servers:  Operations, Nurture, Teaching and Learning  

Lock Up:  Worship 

VOLUNTEERS FOR JANUARY 
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Sunday, January 5. 2025 

Sunday School  9am 

Worship 10:15 am 

Communion 

Change-Up Sundae 

Sunday, January 12. 2025 

Sunday School  9am 

Worship 10:15 am 

Ushers:    The Ashby and Peters Families 

Coffee:      VOLUNTEERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SIGN-UP 

Lock Up:  Youth 

Sunday, January 19. 2025 

Sunday School  9am 

Worship 10:15 am 

Marcia Lee, Liturgist 

Ushers:     The Ashby and Peters Families 

Coffee:       VOLUNTEERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SIGN-UP 

Lock Up:  Moderator 

Sunday, January 26. 2025 

Sunday School  9am 

Worship 10:15 am 

Ushers:     The Ashby and Peters Families 

Coffee:       Mary Hauge and Gloria Goodin 

Lock Up:    Vice Moderator 



 

 

English Congregational United Church of Christ 

630.556.3986 

Church Email:  ecuccsecretary@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Cell:  815.761.3910 

Visit our website: 

www.ecucc.org 

Volunteers are needed for Coffee Hour for the month  

of January and beyond.  The sign up sheet is on the 

counter in the Fellowship Hall.                                 

Please help if you can.                                                 

Thank you! 

Pizza Night with Lifespring Women's Shelter Continues 

Once again, we will be continuing our Pizza Nights at Lifespring 

in Aurora this year.  The first for 2025 will be on January 3rd at 

6pm.  As always, we invite everyone to join the Outreach        

Ministry Group in this wonderful ministry.  Each month we will 

need donations of  salad, drinks and dessert.  If you would like to 

donate items and/or join us for dinner with the folks at Lifespring, 

please contact Melissa Peters  at 815-501-7621. 


