The Parish Visitor

VOLUME 12, ISSUE | JANUARY, 2023

The following message comes to churches of the UCC from the de-
nominational office of Ministry on Racial Justice.

“In this season of Advent hoping, Christmas
rejoicing, and New Year’s reflecting, we want to
take a moment to thank you for all you are doing
to join, build, and sustain the movement toward
racial justice. We celebrate the many ways your
work helps love become flesh and justice dwell
among us.”

“In the United States, the topic of race continues
to be difficult to discuss...The United church of
Christ acknowledges and supports the equality of
all humans.”

This expression of thanks is timely both in its appreciation and its in-
tent to keep critical racial issues at the forefront as our nation and the
world face challenges well into the new year and beyond. | am hoping
that our New Year’s resolutions will focus our attention, in prayer and
action, on racial justice for our African, Spanish, Jewish, and Muslim
brothers and sisters. They are, often, the strangers in our midst. In
Matthew 25: “| was a stranger and you welcomed me.”

George Washington Carver was a prominent Black agricultural scien-
tist, environmentalist, inventor, and a Christian, who died in 1943. He
said, "How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the
young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving,
and tolerant of the weak and the strong. Because someday in life you
will have been all of these."

Carver’s timeless words are a testimony to gentleness, tolerance, and
love for all children of God. Racial tolerance and sensitivity, in the end,
benefit all of society. This makes our racial justice resolutions for this
new year even more compelling.

Peace be with all of you, and with all our brothers and sisters, this
New Year!

Pastor John
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2022 Advent Candle Lighting

™ Thank you to the four families who led the 2022 Advent

Sunday worships in the Lighting of the four Advent Candles
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love:

Renee Robertson, Paul Drawz, Stephenfje H
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2022 CHRI STMAS JO

Thank you to Melissa and Mike Peters who, with the help of
our children and our choir, brought us much joy through the
2022 Children’s Christmas Program.

Melissa wrote the script, directed the show, and acted as Head Angel at the
Little Cherub Preschool. Mike created the stage set and was the Voice from the
Heavenly Microphone, narrating the story.

Charlotte, Maddie, Nathan, Katie and Ellie told us the story of Jesus’s

birth from their characters’ points of view. Marcia Lee’s solo was absolutely
beautiful!

How blessed we are to have these important members of our church family.

-A message of than f

THE PARISH VISITOR



VOLUME 12,

ISSUE |

-0 -
>S5 T oXC SO OoOOo D

\<> —~ =~ D W0 QY

n x
® ®d® O

M

O cCco OO +ToOaAo< ™35 0

PAGE 3

ATCHI NG GI FT- UP E
THANK YOU FOR Y
SUPPORT ALL YE
end of the year upon
tinue to get <cl o to th
the Matching Gif hal |l e
er failed to reac his g
with everyoneos p we |
cessful once aga or 20
ended the deadl: or co.
end of January. me mb e |
eived is ever to al |
n makes a differe I n mi
, a huge fnThank t o e\
r contributions ughou:
p our congregat.i I nanci
ure! We are truly essed!

Degreen the Church after Worship on January 8th
Since the Epiphany falls on Friday, January 6, 2020, the Worship Ministry
Group has planned to take down and put away the Christmas decorations

after the Worship Service on Sunday, January 8th.

Please stay a little while to help us if you can. Thank you.
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Volunteers are needed for

Coffee Hour for the
month of January and
beyond. The sign up
sheet is on the counter |
the Fellowship Hall.

Please help if you can.
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CHANGE UP SUNDAE

FOR 2023
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Are you going through your Christmas Cards?

Remember that you can recycle the fronts of the cards (or any other

greeting cards) with us. The box is in the Fellowship Hall . We will send

them to the St. Jude's Ranch for Children where they find new life in projects that support

their programs.
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Sunday School -9am

Worship 10:15am
Communion
Change Up Sundae

2

Office is Closed
in observance of
New Year;s Day
holiday

6

Lifespring
Pizza Night &
6pm

8

Sunday School -9am

Worship 10:15am
De-Greening Sunday

9

13

15

Sunday School -9am

Worship 10:15am

16

Executive
Council Meeting
6:30pm

22

Sunday School -9am

Worship 10:15am

23

29

Sunday School -9am

Worship 10:15am
Nick Ashby
Memorial Collection
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VOLUNTEERS FOR JAI

a ( . . y
{dzy RF &5 Wkydzd N my! @ASNBY CKS 1 d4Koé FyR t SGSNE }l-w\t)\
{dzy Rl & { OK22¢ | P dZNBE S NE ¥ K !
22 NBRKALI maymp vy |CEL2OSNRY
Communi on [/ 2088SY +h[!'b¢9oow{ ! w9 9b/iht! wfD95 ¢
ChaHfpe Sundae [ 201 ! LI NBI & dzNB NJ
\ { SNPSNEY2RSNI 2NE ¢NBF &adzZNBNE |2 2 NBE K
- y
-
{ dzy Rl & = WI-deI]Jé ydl AKSNEY ¢KS ! aKoé FyR tSGSNB CF YATA
{dzy R & {OK22f| dpYngbd2NBESNEYK!
2 2NBEKAL manYmp FY|Ct26SNARY¥Yh] ! be99w{ !w9 9b/!ht! w| D95 ¢
/| 208S8SY bk!
DeGreening of the C[zm LIV LIS NI o2y &
. J .
{ dzy Rl 83 WI ydzt NB MF:aKSNﬁYﬂ:KS lakKoe YR t SUSN&A Cl YAT A
{dzyRFe {OK22¢t| pYn bdZNﬁ?N\E‘bK!
2 aNBEKALI maymb ylCt26SNE¥Yh[ I b¢coow{ ! w9 9b/iht] w|D95 ¢
/| 208S8SY bk!
[ 201 ! LMW dzi NBI OK
. J
r w X & & X = = =5 A 4 A
_ i aKSNAY C¢CKS ! aKoé YR tSUSNA [CIFYAfA
{dZ)/RVI-éZ V\{I-)/dzl-l\lé HHE dNBRERNE Y k |
{dzyRe {OK2Z2f] dYnhcdXsSNEER] ! beoow{ ! w9 9b/lht wil DI5 ¢
22ZNRKALI maYmp Y]l 2688Y bk!
[ 201 | LI dzNIi dzNB
. J
4 N [ . . & A R xR L o D
. ) ' AaKSNBY ¢KS 1 aKoe IyR tSGSNE C€F YA A
{dyRbe {OK2Zt | dOYNlctoassNEYEh][ ! beO99w({ ! w9 9b/lht! w|D95 ¢
22NRAKALI mnYwmp I'leﬁSSY bk I
Nick Ashby Memo|rial [201 ' LMSIFOKAY3 yR [SFENYyAy3
\ J \

*

H] a] p] p[Y/AN *u 000

»*



Pizza Night with Lifespring Women's Shelter Continues

Once again, we will be continuing our Pizza Nights at Lifespring

in Aurora this year. The first for 2023 will be on January 6th at

6pm, and then continuing on the first Friday of each month.

Each month we will need donations of salad, drinks and dessert.

If you would like to donate items for those at Lifespring, please
contact Melissa Peters (815-286-9414).

English Congregatonal United Church of C|
630.556.3986
Church Email: ecuccsecretary@gmail .com
Pastor’'s Cell: 815.761.3910

Like us on Visit our w

Facebook

wWww. ecucc. O




