
Dear Friends, 
 
I am writing this letter on September 29, so the “Hootenanny” is still 
two days away. We hope that it is successful with a great turnout of 
folks who do not have a church home in our community. When Father 
York brought the idea to me, that was the stated purpose for the event; 
to reach out to the unchurched in our community with a fellowship op-
portunity that would introduce folks to the three congregations that call 
Big Rock home. 
 
We all hope that the endeavor bears fruit, but even if none of the 
churches receive new visitors as a result, we will have accomplished 
something just as important. The Hootenanny represents the first time, 
outside of our Community Worship at the Plowing Match, that all 
three churches have gotten together for a special event. Even better, an 
event that showcases some of the musical talent in our churches, and 
an opportunity for everyone to engage in something so many enjoy—
singing! 
 
Evangelism, sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ, has become in-
creasingly difficult in recent years. Just since my arrival we have tried 
a couple of different outreach programs to let our community know 
who we are here at English Congregational UCC, and what we are 
about as a community of faith. We have tried going door to door with 
small loaves of bread and a warm invitation to come visit with us. We 
have combined mission and evangelism through our community food 
and school supply drives. While those efforts were very worthwhile, 
they did not succeed in bringing new faces through our doors. 
 
I am so glad that we are trying something different, as represented in 
the event at the Big Rock Community Park on October 1st. Perhaps we, 
the faith communities of Big Rock, can accomplish something together 
that we have not been able to do separately, reach out and touch those 
who truly need Christ in their lives, and welcome them in to one of our 
congregations. We know the great love that Jesus provides. How can 
we keep from sharing? How can we keep from singing?! 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Bill 
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Rev. William K. 
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“Sharing God’s Love!” 

Vision Statement 



P a g e  2  T h e  P a r i s h  V i s i t o r   

 Sunday, October 2 is Rally Day! 
 
Come help the Teaching and Learning Ministry Group 
kick off the Sunday School year! 
 
This event is for everyone. We will have crafts, snacks, 
and games for the children and Bible trivia for the 
adults. 
 
The fun starts at 9 am with church following at 10:15.  
 

Come join us! 

We are still looking for volun-
teers to sign-up on the bulletin 
board in the Fellowship Hall 
for Nursery, Flowers, and   
Coffee Hour. Volunteers are 
needed for all of these for the 
month of December.  
 
Please prayerfully consider 
signing up for one or more. 

This year’s Crop Walk 
will take place on    
Sunday, October 2nd in 
Leland.   

 

This event helps to    
support the Hinckley 
Area Food Pantry.   
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The Hinckley Area Food Pantry (HAFP) serves the          
communities of Big Rock, Hinckley, Maple Park, and       

Waterman and provides food assistance to our neighbors in 
these communities.   

 

Thank you for your support and donations to the Hinckley Area Food    
Pantry!  The Hinckley Area Food Pantry wish list...  kidney beans, chili 
beans, Ramen noodles, pasta sauce, canned pasta, macaroni, noodles, sugar, 

flour, Bisquick, baking supplies, canned meats, Jell-O, pudding, lunch box items (individual serving 
sizes fruit, desserts, chips, etc.), toilet paper, Kleenex, toothpaste, laundry soap, bath soap, condiments 
(ketchup, mustard, mayo, relish) and juice. 

 

 Do you wish to make a direct monetary donation to the Hinckley Area Food Pantry, without 
going through ECUCC?  Their address is: Hinckley Area Food Pantry, PO Box 463, Hinckley IL 
60520.  They will send a tax donation letter to you at the end of the year, also:)  They can actually buy 
MORE food with your donations through the Food Bank. 

Women's Evening Fellowship  
 
 

Evening Fellowship’s early Christmas celebration will be on Thursday evening, November 
17th at 6:30pm at the Fireside Grille in Sugar Grove.  So mark you calendars to reserve this 

date!  All ladies of the church are invited to join us.  There will be a sign up sheet on our 
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  Money for the dinner should be given to our treasur-
er, Mary Dalton.  At the writing, we do not have the menu and price decided.  We will post 

that on our board as well and in next month’s newsletter.   

 
 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry will continue as always on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month at 10 am.  For October, we will be meeting on October 4th and 18th  



Fall is here and the kids are back in school  — time to start    

planning for the church's COOKIE WALK!!  

The date is Friday, Dec 9, 2016 from 6am-12noon.    

 Again this year, we'll have home baked cookies, sweet 

breads and candies to sell.   

 Please consider helping with this event by volunteering to 

help out on Thursday or Friday….and/or by baking for the sale. 

 So start looking through your recipes for your favorite ones 

or try-out a new cookie recipe. Contact me with any questions at 

either 331.248.0186 or SouthJLC@aol.com.                        

         Jeri Covelli  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting was held on Sunday, September 25th. 

   

We would like to thank everyone that attended and participated in the meet-
ing.  We appreciated everyone’s questions and input.  The minutes of the 
meeting will be published in November’s newsletter.  If you have any ques-
tions at any time, please be sure to talk with the Pastor or an Executive 
Council member! 



  Thank You, Doug Peters 
 

 Doug Peters, our Choir Director for the past five years, was honored at a special Good-bye Coffee 
Hour on August 28, 2016.  The Choir hosted the event because Doug has resigned from his position.  During 
the Worship Service that morning, Doug sang The Lord’s Prayer.   

 

Arlene Wold, our Organist, wrote a farewell poem for Doug, on behalf of the congregation: 

 

Five years – how they’ve flown – we love you as our own. 

A professional you are – the finest by far; 

We’ve learned from you – the choir so glad 

To have you to lead us, and now we’re so sad. 

To accompany you has been such a pleasure – 

In my heart the joy was far beyond measure. 

The CD we made we’ll have forever – 

We thank you for this generous endeavor. 

You’re on your way to a successful career –  

But remember,  you’re always welcome here. 

Our prayers will be with you as you make your way 

In a new position – and we just want to say: 

“Thank You, Doug,”  and may God Bless You!   

 

 Last fall, Arlene and Doug recorded a wonderful CD, “A Selection of American Songs and Spirituals,” 
copies of which they sold and then donated all the profits to our church.  To date, the CD sales total $1885.  If 
you would like to buy a CD for yourself or to share with friends or family, there are currently 49 CD’s left for 
purchase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Doug touched so many of us with the music he and the Choir created.  I felt God was speak-
ing to me each time they sang.   

 

David Thompson, long-time Choir member, had this to say about Doug:  I can remember when I 
first saw Doug.  I thought he looked like Clark Kent.  I wondered how someone as young as he was could 
be good.  Then I went to the first rehearsal.  This young man was an amazing musician, but also mature 
enough to treat the Choir members as adults.  He managed to push us musically, and I believe he made us 
all better musicians.  I have sung in choirs for just a mere 40 years, and I have had numerous directors.  This 
would include directors of an All-State chorus, and the Concert Choir at NIU.  Doug Peters was the best 
Choir Director I have ever had the pleasure of singing for.  And I believe my dad, Bill Thompson, a former 
Choir member, would agree with me if he were still alive today.  Doug will be missed greatly.   

 

Joyce Moga, another Choir member, said about Doug:  Doug was a blessing to our church.  I have 
been in the Choir for over 30 years, during which time we have had four Choir Directors.  They have all 
been different in their approach to directing the Choir, and I have learned from each of them.  Doug is a 
very patient teacher.  Of course, he sometimes had to point out, in a kind manner, that,  “We have gone over 
this a number of times; you should be remembering….”  However, he never did belittle or embarrass any-
one.  Although, the Choir members were typically his seniors, Doug remained in control.  Singing and 
laughs made Choir Practice a fun time.  We met his mom and dad when they visited our rehearsal.  Doug 
was very organized.  He could tell where our strengths and our weaknesses were and planned around them.    
I believe all the Choir members recognized, appreciated, and respected his talents, whether he was directing 
the Choir or singing himself.  Praise God he left us with the beautiful CD he and Arlene made.   

 

 

Doug has taken a position at a large Methodist church in Elmhurst, closer to his Chicago home.   

 

The Executive Council has set up a Search Committee to find a new Choir Director.  That commit-
tee includes:  Arlene Wold, Amy Ashby, Roger Hatfield, and Pastor Bill Riegle.   

 

Wilma Phillips 

Worship Ministry Group 

 

 

 



Jim Ashby,  Liturgist 

October 2 

Rally Day 9am 

Worship 10:15am 
Communion 

Change Up Sundae 

Neighbors in Need 
Collection 

 

Ushers:  Larry and Mary Dalton 
Nursery: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Flowers: Wilma Philips  
Coffee:  Rally Day—Teaching and Learning Ministry 

Lock-up: Operations 

Ushers:  Larry and Gloria Goodin 
Nursery: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Flowers: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Coffee:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Lock-up: Outreach 

Ushers:  Bob and Barb Raymond 
Nursery: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Flowers: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Coffee:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Lock-up: Nurture 

October 9 

Sunday 
School/Bible Study 

9am 

Worship 10:15 am 

October 23 

Sunday 
School/Bible Study 

9am 

Worship 10:15 am 

Ushers:  Jim Ashby and Michelle Drawz 
Nursery: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Flowers: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Coffee:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Lock-up: Teaching and Learning 

Communion Servers:  Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Treasurers 

October 16 
Sunday 

School/Bible Study 
9am 

Worship 10:15am 

October 30 

Sunday School/ 
Bible Study 9am 

Worship 10:15 am 

 

Nick Ashby       
Memorial           
Collection 

Ushers:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up  
Nursery: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Flowers: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Coffee:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Lock-up: Worship 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 

 

10 11 12 13 14 
Willing 

Workers 

1pm 

15 

16 

 

17 
Executive 

Council  

Meeting 

6:30pm 

18 19 20 21 22 

23 

 

24 25 26 27 

 

28 29 

30 

 

31      

October 2016 

1 to 5 pm—Hake 
Pavilion—Big 
Rock Comm. 
Park 

Rally Day 
Events 9am 

Worship 
Time—
10:15am      

Communion  

Join us from 
10am to noon 

Join us from 
10am to noon 

Sunday School 9 am 

Bible Study 9am 
Worship 10:15 am 

Sunday School 9 am 

Bible Study 9am 
Worship 10:15 am 

Sunday School 9 am 

Bible Study 9am 
Worship 10:15 am 

Sunday School 9 am 

Bible Study 9am 
Worship 10:15 am 

Nick Ashby Memorial Col-
lection for Eden Seminary 



E n g l i s h  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l   

U n i t e d  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  

301 Rhodes ~ PO Box 156 

Big Rock IL  60511 

 

Church Office:  

630.556.3986 

   

Pastor's cell:  630.746.1782 

Pastor's email:  

revriegs@gmail.com 

Church Secretary's email:  

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com  

" s H A R I N G  g o d ’ s  l o v e "  

V i s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

 

Visit our website at 
www.ecucc.org  

BIBLE STUDY WILL RESUME 

 

The morning Bible Study will resume on Sunday, October 9th at 9 a.m.  

Even if you have not been attending, you are most welcome to join us as 

we continue our study of the Gospel of John.  We will begin the next group 

of lessons with a brief overview of the lessons we have covered since the 

class began.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1ST FROM 1 TO 5 PM 

AT HAKE PAVILION IN BIG ROCK COMMUNITY PARK! 

 

THERE WILL BE MUSIC PROVIDED BY RAND YORK AND HIS APPALACHIAN PLAYERS,                                    

STEVE SCHROEDER AND OUR OWN PASTOR BILL ON DRUMS! 

 

THERE WILL BE HOT DOGS, SIDES AND BEVERAGES PROVIDED! 

 

A GREAT TIME FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 

http://www.ecucc.org/

