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Dear Friends,

Rev. William K.
Riegle, Pastor

As I write this, for the first time this year, it truly feels like
Fall with a steady rain, temps in the 40's and a very brisk breeze. As
we have done for the previous five years, Fall has also meant
making our plans for the end-of-the-year Matching Gift Offering.
Once again, a church family has generously offered to match
all special gifts to the Matching Gift Offering coming into the
church between now and the end of the year up to $30,000. Each of
the last two years, this offering has generated a total addition of
more than $65,000 to our General Fund.
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I am very pleased to announce that, on the strength of this
offering, our regular Sunday morning offerings, and the income that
we have received from the Endowment Fund, we finished the fiscal
year in the “black” for the second year in a row. This included
replacing the roof on the parsonage, which had been damaged by
hail last Spring (insurance covered a little over half of the expense).
I also want to thank those who have worked so diligently to
keep our expenses down. The Church Council, our great treasurer
“team” of Barb and Bob Raymond, and our outstanding church
secretary, Pam Kula. Working together, we are taking stewardship
to a whole new level, being watchful of every reduction in spending
we can make, and taking good care of the resources we have been so
blessed to receive from God.
Somewhere around the second week of November, letters will
go out in the mail announcing the beginning of the Match Gift
Offering. We are asking that you prayerfully consider giving what
you can contribute, over and above your regular giving. It had been
more than twenty years since our congregation had last balanced its
giving and its expenses. Through prayer and good stewardship, we
have reversed that trend and with your help and the help of God, we
will continue to do so for yet another year.
Peace,
Pastor Bill
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Our COOKIE WALK is only 6 weeks away!
It's Friday, Dec 8 from 6am-noon!
So warm up your ovens, grab those recipes and start
baking! We will have a selection of homemade cookies, sweet breads and candies. If you run out of room
to store your cookies at home-our 2 church freezers
are available to use. Would you be able to volunteer
for this event? Sign up to work Thursday, Dec 7 setting up the trays of cookies or Friday, Dec 8 working
the cookie walk- a few hours or all day. Sign up
sheets are in the fellowship hall.
Don't forget to label your containers with your name
and the recipe name. You can drop off your cookies
on Thursday, Dec 7 from 9-11:30am (or earlier during office hours if you run out of room at home).
Cookies will sell at $7 per pound and all proceeds
from the sale will benefit three charities: Veterans of
the Cross, Hinckley Food Pantry, and our monthly
Lifespring Pizza Nights. So invite your friends, neighbors and co-workers to our annual event….these
make great gifts ideas!

We are looking for volunteers to sign-up
on the bulletin board in the Fellowship
Hall for Nursery, Flowers, Coffee Hour,
and Visitation Ministry.
2018 Calendars will be posted soon to be
filled in as well!
Please prayerfully consider signing up for
more than one.
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Hinckley—Big Rock 7th Annual
Turkey Drop and Food Drive
SUNDAY, November 5 from 11 am to 2pm
At the Dairy Joy in Hinckley (new location)
Tis The Season For Giving! Join Us In Collecting Thanksgiving & Christmas Dinners
For Over 120 Hinckley - Big Rock Families.
Items needed: frozen turkeys, stuffing mix, instant potatoes, canned vegetables, canned
yams, canned gravy, cranberry sauce & boxed dessert mixes.
Monetary Donations are also appreciated. Checks can be made payable to the Hinckley
Area Food Pantry. For more information, contact Zach Ruh at 630.688.9871.
Thank You For Your Help Making the Holidays Special for Others!

Happy Holidays!

Women's Evening Fellowship
The Women's Evening Fellowship's
Christmas Party is November 30th at the
Fireside Grille at 12:30 p.m. There is a sign
up sheet on our board in the Fellowship Hall.
The cost will be $21.00 (which includes tax
and tip), and the money should by given to
Mary Dalton by Sunday, November 5th, so that
we have an accurate count of who plans to attend. All women of the church are invited to
join us.
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry will continue
to meet on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month at 10am (November 7th and 21st).

Willing Workers will be
meeting on Friday,
November 10th at
1:00 p.m.
This will be a business meeting.
We hope you can join us!
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Community Christmas
Caroling
The churches of Big Rock – Christ Our Light Anglican
Church, English Congregational UCC and First Baptist
Church – will be sharing the Christmas Spirit with our
friends and neighbors through the gift of Christmas Carols.
Carolers will travel to various places throughout the community to sing carols everywhere they stop.
If you would like to sing, please come to English Congregational UCC by 2:45 p.m. on Sunday,
December 10th. We will depart on hay wagons and flatbeds at 3:00 p.m. We will return to the
English Congregational for a Potluck Dinner after we have finished. We are also in need of
individuals to set up the dinner while others are out caroling. Please let Pastor know if you are
interested in helping with dinner prep. Table service and drinks will be provided. Everyone is
asked to bring a dish to share.
The three congregations of Big Rock invite everyone to join us for an afternoon of fellowship
and the Christmas Spirit, whether it be through the joy of singing, or by opening your doors and
letting us share the joy of Christ's birth with you.

Hinckley Area Food Pantry
Thank you for your support and donations to the
Hinckley Area Food Pantry! The Hinckley Area Food
Pantry wish list... kidney beans, chili beans, Ramen
noodles, pasta sauce, canned pasta, macaroni, noodles,
sugar, flour, Bisquick, baking supplies, canned meats,
Jell-O, pudding, lunch box stuff (individual serving sizes fruit, desserts, chips, etc.), toilet paper, Kleenex,
toothpaste, laundry soap, bath soap, condiments
(ketchup, mustard, mayo, relish) and juice.
If you wish to make a direct monetary donation to the Hinckley Area
Food Pantry, without going through ECUCC? Their address is: Hinckley Area
Food Pantry, PO Box 463, Hinckley IL 60520. They will send a tax donation
letter to you at the end of the year, also:) They can actually buy MORE food
with your donations through the Food Bank.

Big Rock Library presents

Boost Your Immunity and Bust the Germs
Ahhh...CHOO!!! Are you sick of getting sick each Fall and Winter?

Don't let those nasty bugs get the best of you. Join Virginia Waterstreet, Certified Health Coach, for
this event and become empowered by learning how to fortify your body's natural defenses so that you
and your family can enjoy a happy and healthy winter season.
Strategies, tips, recipes, tastings and another surprise or 2 provided.
Please RSVP: 630-392-3644 OR Virginia@Waterstreetwellness.com
by November 5th.
When: Tuesday, Nov. 7, 7:00pm
Where: Big Rock Library
Cost: None

Jean Czinki, Liturgist

November 5
9am
Sunday School/Bible Study

Ushers:
Nursery:
Flowers:
Coffee:

Volunteers are encouraged to sign up
Volunteers are encouraged to sign up
Volunteers are encouraged to sign up
Volunteers are encouraged to sign up

Worship 10:15 am
Sacrament of Communion
Memorial Sunday
Change Up Sunday

Lock-up:

Outreach

November 12
9am
Sunday
School/Bible Study

Communion Servers: Nurture, Teaching and Learning and
Worship

Ushers:
Nursery:
Flowers:
Coffee:

Bob and Barb Raymond
Volunteers are encouraged to sign up
Larry and Mary Dalton
Larry and Mary Dalton

Lock-up: Nurture

Worship 10:15 am

November 19
9am
Sunday
School/Bible Study
Worship 10:15 am
November 26
9am
Sunday
School/Bible Study
Worship 10:15 am
Charlotte Drawz
Baptism
Following
Worship:
Hanging of the
Greens

Ushers:
Nursery:
Flowers:
Coffee:

Bob Moga and Michelle Drawz
Volunteers are encouraged to sign up
Roger and Judy Hatfield in memory of Haskell
Bob and Barb Raymond

Lock-up:

Teaching and Learning

Ushers:
Nursery:
Flowers:
Coffee:

Mike Peters and Roger Hatfield
Volunteers are encouraged to sign up
Drawz family for Charlotte’s Baptism
Drawz family for Charlotte’s Baptism

Lock-up:

Treasurers

November 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

5 Bible Study/

Sunday School—9am

6

7

8

Thu

Memorial and Change
Up Sunday

4 Prairie

Worship
Ministry
Meeting
9:30am

Lifespring
Pizza Night
6pm in
Aurora

9

10

11

Sunday School
9am

Assoc. Fall
Meeting at
Rollo UCC in
Earlville

Willing
Workers
Meeting at
1pm

10am to noon

12Bible Study/ 13

Sat

3

2

Prayer Shawl
Ministry

Worship 10:15am

Fri

14

15

16

17

18

21

22

23

24

25

29

30Worship

Worship 10:15am

19 Bible Study/ 20
Sunday School
9am

Worship 10:15am

Executive
Council
Meeting
6:30pm

Prayer Shawl
Ministry

26

27

28

10am to noon

Bible Study/
Sunday School
9am

Ministry
Meeting
9:30am

Worship 10:15am

WEF Christmas Outing
at Fireside
Grille at
12:30pm

Hanging of the
Greens after
Worship

Those Who Will Be Remembered on Memorial Sunday, November 5th
We remember our friends who have left this earthly life to be with God in heaven:

Wayne Lee
Harry Schoger
Donna Ashby
Robin Stacks
Terry Toy

10/31/2016 81 years
11/28/2016 92 years
5/8/2017 83 years
7/16/2017 61 years
10/15/2017 59 years

BIBLE STUDY HAS RESUMED!

The Sunday morning Bible Study is up and going again. Even
if you have not been attending, you are most welcome to join us as we
study Jonah and Ruth.
Join us on Sunday at 9am!
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Pastor's cell: 630.746.1782
Pastor's email:
revriegs@gmail.com
Church Secretary's email:
ecuccsecretary@gmail.com
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Visit our website:
www.ecucc.org

