
Dear Friends, 

 
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in the midst of 
them.“  Jesus spoke those words, recorded in Matthew 18:20.  I was reminded 
of them recently, during the Community Worship Service at the Plowing Match 
on September 16. 
 
Every year I look forward to our participation in that service.  For many, many 
years it was an opportunity for our friends at First Baptist Church to gather with 
us and offer God our praise and thanks.  From what I have been told, other 
events, such as hymn sings, were also scheduled from time to time to the glory 
of God and the benefit of all who participated. 
 
A few years ago, after decades of “two” our little community became “three” 
and there was Christ in the midst of us.  Not only was it Christ our Savior, but 
also Christ Our Light, the new Anglican Church formed in Big Rock and wor-
shiping in our sanctuary each Saturday evening.  
 
With the addition of Christ Our Light, the ecumenical activities offered as a 
ministry of outreach to the community have increased.  Last December we held 
a community-wide Christmas Carol event.  Last September, a year ago, we held 
our first Hootenanny where we enjoyed an afternoon of singing some of our 
favorite hymns and folk songs led by the talented musicians of all three congre-
gations. Our second annual Hootenanny is scheduled for later this month, on 
October 27th.  There are more details in this newsletter so I won't share them 
here.  We had well over 100 people attend the event throughout the afternoon, 
and many came and stayed the entire four hours.   
 
Something else has happened with regards to the congregations in our little 
town and the relationship we have with each other.  In addition to having three 
churches, we also have three Pastors! You see, with two of anything you have a 
pair.  With three, however, now you have a group!  So now, Big Rock has its 
own Clergy Group! Rev. Steve Schroeder (First Baptist), Father Rand York 
(Christ Our Light) and yours truly (ECUCC), get together for breakfast at the 
Big Rock Café, once a month if schedules permit, to talk about our churches, 
our community, our families and the next ecumenical event that we think might 
be meaningful to our congregations and our community, and to bear witness to 
Christ, who is most definitely in “the midst” of us.  Fr. York has even come up 
with a name for our little group, “The 3 Amigos”!  I like it, and I really like 
what our churches are doing together.  I hope and pray you do as well. 
 
       Peace, 
       Pastor Bill  
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NEED TO  

CONTACT US? 

Church Office: 
630.556.3986 

 

Pastor’s Cell:   
630.746.1782 

 
Pastor’s email:       
revriegs@gmail.com 

 

Church Secretary’s 
email: 
ecuccsecretary@gmail.com 

 

Church website   
www.ecucc.org 

 

Check us out on   

FACEBOOK 

Rev. William K. 
Riegle, Pastor 

“In Christian Love” 

Vision Statement 



P a g e  2  T h e  P a r i s h  V i s i t o r   

Sunday, October 7th is the first day of                   
Sunday School! 

 
School begins at 9am for 8 year olds and older and after 
Children’s Chat for the 3 to 7 year olds. 
 
Join us and help the Teaching and Learning Ministry 
Group kick off the Sunday School year! 

Nurture Ministry  
Members Needed 

 
We are looking for volunteers to join 
the Nurture Ministry Group.  If you 
are interested, or would like more   
information, please talk with either 
Sherry Sorensen, Mary Dalton, or 
Darla McCann. 

 

PIZZA NIGHT OCTOBER 5th  
 
Our Pizza Night with the Lifespring Women's Shelter 
is scheduled for Friday, October 5th beginning at           
6 p.m. at the shelter.  We are looking for donations of 

salad, soft drinks and desserts.  If you would like to attend but would be more 
comfortable riding with someone, you can meet Rev. Riegle at the church at 
5:15 p.m. He can accommodate up to four people.  If you can provide any of 
the items needed and/or would like to ride along with Rev. Riegle, please 
contact him at 630-746-1782. 
 



V o l u m e  7 ,  I s s u e  1 0  P a g e  3  

 The Hinckley Area Food Pantry (HAFP) serves the          
communities of Big Rock, Hinckley, Maple Park, and       
Waterman and provides food assistance to our neighbors in 
these communities.   

          Thank you for your support and donations to the Hinckley Area Food    
Pantry!  The Hinckley Area Food Pantry wish list...  kidney beans, chili 
beans, Ramen noodles, pasta sauce, canned pasta, macaroni, noodles, sugar, 
flour, Bisquick, baking supplies, canned meats, Jell-O, pudding, lunch box 
items (individual serving sizes fruit, desserts, chips, etc.), toilet paper, 
Kleenex, toothpaste, laundry soap, bath soap, condiments (ketchup, mus-

tard, mayo, relish) and juice. 

 Do you wish to make a direct monetary donation to the Hinckley Area Food Pantry, without 
going through ECUCC?  Their address is: Hinckley Area Food Pantry, PO Box 463, Hinckley IL 
60520.  They will send a tax donation letter to you at the end of the year, also:)  They can actually buy 
MORE food with your donations through the Food Bank. 

 

 

                     Women's Evening Fellowship  
Our next meeting will be Sunday afternoon, October 14. Amy Ashby 
will be leading a study on the book, "The Shack" by William Paul 
Young.  This is a paperback and all should try to read and share this 
book before the meeting. Amy and Penny give this book rave reviews!  
We will be serving a potluck lunch before the meeting (coffee hour).  
There is a sign up sheet on our Women's Fellowship Board for each of 
you to list what you are bringing so that we don't have duplicates.   
 
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry will continue as always on the first and 

third Tuesdays of each month at 10 am.  For October, we will be meeting on October 
2nd and 16th. 

The Big Rock Library is presenting "Goodbye Stress, Hello Metabolic Power!", a free 
class to take charge of your health by Virginia Waterstreet. 

Managing your daily stress can fire up your metabolism, settle digestive woes and get 
you feeling re-energized. You'll learn why this is true and some surprising ways to get 
you on your way to better health- without going on the next fad diet!!! 

Monday, October 15th at 7:00pm at the Big Rock Library 

Please RSVP: Virginia 630-392-3644, text or leave message 



Fall is here and the kids are back in school  — time to start    

planning for the church's COOKIE WALK!!  

The date is Friday, Dec 14th starting at 6am.    

 Again this year, we'll have home baked cookies, sweet 

breads and candies to sell.   

 Please consider helping with this event by volunteering 

to help out on Thursday or Friday….and/or by baking for the sale. 

 So start looking through your recipes for your favorite ones or try-out a new 

cookie recipe. Contact me with any questions at either 331.248.0186 or 

SouthJLC@aol.com.                                

         Jeri Covelli  

Our Annual Congregational Meeting was held on 
Sunday, September 23rd.    

 We would like to thank everyone that attended 
and participated in the meeting.  We appreciated   
everyone’s questions and input.  If you have any 

questions at any time, please be sure to talk with the Pastor or an Executive 
Council member! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FALL HOOTENANNY SCHEDULED!!! 
 
The churches of Big Rock are again sponsoring and hosting the Fall Hootenanny/Folk Fest 
on Saturday, October 27th.  The event will be held from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at Hake Pavilion 
in Big Rock Park.  Everyone is asked to bring a snack to share and drinks will be provided.  
Come join us for a wonderful afternoon of music and fellowship with all our friends and 
neighbors. 



          Dianne Raymond— Liturgist 

October 7th 

Sunday School 9am 

Worship 10:15am 
Communion 

Change Up Sundae 

 

Ushers:  Larry and Mary Dalton   
Nursery: Mary Dalton 
Flowers: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up  
Coffee:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

 

Lock-up: Operations 

Communion Servers: Nurture, Teaching and Learning, Worship 

Ushers:  Jim and Penny Dennin 
Nursery: Darla McCann 
Flowers: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Coffee:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up  

 
Lock-up: Outreach 

Ushers:  Sherry Sorensen and Marilyn Lasecki 
Nursery: Sherry Sorensen 
Flowers: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up              
Coffee:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

 
Lock-up: Nurture 

October 14th 

Sunday School 
9am 

Worship 10:15 am 
Neighbors in Need 

Collection 

October 28th 

Sunday 
School/Bible Study 

9am 

Worship 10:15 am 

Ushers:  Wally and Barb Bafia 
Nursery: Melissa Peters 
Flowers: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Coffee:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

 
Lock-up: Teaching and Learning 

October 21st 
Sunday 

School/Bible Study 
9am 

Worship 10:15am 
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9:30am 
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LifeSpring 

Pizza Night 
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7  Sunday 

School 9am 
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At 10:15 
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Confirmation 

Class at 
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Meeting at 
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14  Sunday 

School 9am 
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At 10:15 
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6:30pm 
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10am to noon 
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21  Sunday 

School 9am 

Worship  

At 10:15 
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Confirmation 

Class at 

6:30pm          
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28  Sunday 

School 9am 

Worship  

At 10:15 

29 30 31      
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U n i t e d  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  
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Church Secretary's email:  

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com  

" I n  C h r i s t i a n  L o v e "  

V i s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

 

Visit our website at 
www.ecucc.org  

 

BIBLE STUDY WILL RESUME 

 

The morning Bible Study will resume on Sunday, October 7th at 9 a.m.  

Even if you have not been attending, you are most welcome to join us as 

we continue our study.  We will begin the next group of lessons with a brief 

overview of the lessons we have covered since the class began.   

 

Neighbors in Need Collection Sunday, October 14th  
Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to churches and organiza-

tions doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund 

projects whose work ranges from direct service to community or-

ganizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. Funding is 

provided through donations to the Neighbors in Need offering. 

WILLING WORKERS 

 The next meeting of the Willing Workers will 

be Friday, October 12th at 1pm. 

 We will be meeting at the home of Mary Welton 

for an afternoon of music on the piano.  Mary’s 

home is at 7S598 Mary Street.   

Everyone is invited to join us! 

http://www.ecucc.org/

