
Dear Friends, 

 
I know I don't need to give you an English lesson on two words that we are all 
very familiar with.  Decent people, no matter what faith they practice, even if 
they practice no faith at all, know that the word “hate” is one of the darkest in 
our language.  It is easily  thrown about, sometimes to simply describe some-
thing we don't like. I “hate” brussel sprouts! I do, but I should still use another 
word to describe how I feel about them.  Yet another word we know well is 
“crime”.  Most often it is described as illegal acts perpetrated by “criminals” (of 
course), although occasionally it is used to describe illegal acts perpetrated by 
fine, upstanding individuals who were simply misunderstood. 
 
In the 1980's, something new began to appear in our lexicon when various 
sources like law enforcement and the media began putting those two words to-
gether - “hate crime”.  This term describes horrible acts of violence perpetrat-
ed by one individual or group  upon another individual or group for no other 
reason than the “criminal” simply “hated” the other individual or group.  I'm 
not talking about the kind of hate that I have for brussel sprouts.  I never tried to 
perform acts of violence against a vegetable, unless you count trying to feed 
them to my dog, Corky, underneath the kitchen table (he didn't like them ei-
ther).  However, hate crimes are nothing to be made lite of so the attempts at 
humor stop here. 
 
Last Sunday's sermon focused on several “hate crimes” that had appeared in the 
news, most recently the murders of 11 worshippers at a Jewish Synagogue in a 
Pittsburgh suburb.  An anti-Semite whose name I refuse to print here walked 
onto sacred ground with an assault rifle and three handguns and began shoot-
ing. In Jeffersontown, Kentucky a white racist walked into a Kroger grocery 
store and murdered a man, then went out to the parking lot and killed a woman.  
Both victims were African-American, and later, when asked 'why' by one of the 
officers, he responded with “because whites don't shoot whites”. 
 
What is most disheartening is that these senseless acts of violence will continue 
until we figure out how to bring them to an end once and for all.  Until that day 
comes, however, the last thing we can do is allow ourselves to become compla-
cent.  What you can do to help bring peace to this world is up to you and the 
level of courage you have for action. But, as I reminded everyone on Sunday, 
you should NEVER allow yourselves to believe there is nothing you can do.  If 
you allow yourself to believe that, then you have denied the faith you have in 
Christ.  When you think you can do nothing, remember you are a follower of 
Jesus Christ.  And as Christians, the first 'weapon' we have in our fight against 
hate and violence is PRAYER!!!  Do all you can, and begin with a PRAYER. 
 
       Peace,  
       Pastor Bill    
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revriegs@gmail.com 
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BigRockECUCC 
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“Praising God, Serving Others” 
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    MATCHING GIFT ANNOUNCEMENT   
 
We all know that money does not grow on  
trees, although we all wish it did.  It is only 
through your generosity that our church 
home is able to thrive and grow.   
  Once again, we are fortunate that one of 
our church families has pledged up to 

$30,000.00 for the congregation to match. We prayerfully ask 
that everyone consider what they may be able to contribute to 
this effort.  Every donation makes a difference because it is dou-
bled! This is the 7th year of this wonderful offering and it makes 
a huge difference in the financial health of our church. Letters 
with more information were sent to each family on November 
2nd. 

Thank you again to everyone for your continued support of 
ECUCC! 

ELLEN TONELLI MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 

The Memorial Service for Ellen Tonelli will take place on Saturday, November 10.  
The Service will begin at 10:30 a.m. with lunch following at 11:30 a.m.  After lunch 
the family will leave for Spring Valley for a private burial of the ashes. 
 

 

 

REMEMBER TO TURN BACK 
YOUR CLOCKS BEFORE GOING 

TO BED THE NIGHT                                        
OF NOVEMBER 3RD! 
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Our COOKIE WALK is 6 weeks away!              

 It's Friday, Dec 14th at 6am.  So pick a day (or 2) 
to start baking for this event.  We will have a        
selection of cookies, sweet breads and candies to 
choose from.  You can drop off your cookies on 
Thursday, Dec 13th from 9-11:30am, or if you run 
out of room to store your cookies, our 2 church 
freezers will be available to use.  Bring in your do-
nations during office hours. All monies received 
for the cookie walk will go to charities.  Don't for-
get to sign up in the Fellowship Hall to bake or 
volunteer to work Thursday or Friday--a few 
hours or all day.   Thank you!! 

PIZZA NIGHT 
 

The monthly Pizza Night with the women and  
children of the Lifespring Shelter will be Friday, 
November 2 at 6 p.m.  We are asking for donations 
of drinks, deserts and salad.  If you can contribute 
any of these items please contact Pastor Bill or 
Melissa Peters.  If you have never gone before but 
would like to join us, please call Pastor Bill and 
arrange a ride. 
 

BENEFIT CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT THE SANDWICH OPERA HOUSE 

 

The 70 voice Glen Ellyn– Wheaton Chorale, established in 1985, is 
presenting a lovely concert of favorite sacred and secular songs of 
Christmas as a benefit for the Open Door Rehabilitation Center of  
Sandwich at the Sandwich Opera House on Saturday, November 17th 
at 4pm.  Seats are limited, so reserve yours early!  Tickets are $20 for 
general admission with Seniors and Students at $16.  Call the Sand-
wich Opera House at 815-786-2555 to reserve your tickets now.  Fur-
ther information is posted on the bulletin board in the  Fellowship 
Hall. 
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Women's Evening Fellowship  
 
 The Women's Evening Fellowship's 
Christmas Party Luncheon is November 29th 

at noon.  All women of the church are invited 
to join us. 
 Our Prayer Shawl Ministry will continue 
to meet on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month at 10am (November 7th and 21st). 

Willing Workers will be 
meeting on Friday,  

November 9th at   

  1:00 p.m.   
 

 We hope you can join us! 

 

PRAIRIE ASSOCIATION FALL MEETING 
 
The Prairie Association Fall Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, November 3 with registra-
tion beginning at 8:00 a.m.  As Prairie Association Moderator, Pastor Bill will be in attend-
ance and will assist in leading the event.  The program for the day will be the continuation 
of the workshop being led by Advocate Health Care Systems on healthy and faithful living 
and practice. 
 

 

CLERGY DAY AWAY 
 
 Pastor Bill will be attending the annual Clergy Day Away at Pilgrim Park on 
Wednesday, November 7.  The one day retreat is for all clergy in the Illinois Conference.  
The speaker for the day is Rev. Dr. Emily C. Heath, pastor of Congregational UCC in Ex-
eter, New Hampshire and a regular contributor to the daily “Still Speaking Devotional”. 
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Community Christmas 
Caroling 

 

The churches of Big Rock – Christ Our Light Anglican 
Church, English Congregational UCC and First Baptist 
Church – will be sharing the Christmas Spirit with our 
friends and neighbors through the gift of Christmas Carols. 
Carolers will travel to various places throughout the com-
munity to sing carols everywhere they stop. 

 
If you would like to sing, please come to English Congregational UCC by 2:45 p.m. on Sunday, 
December 9th. We will depart on hay wagons and flatbeds at 3:00 p.m. We will return to the  
English Congregational for a Potluck Dinner after we have finished. We are also in need of     
individuals to set up the dinner while others are out caroling. Please let Pastor know if you are 
interested in helping with dinner prep.  Table service and drinks will be provided. Everyone is 
asked to bring a dish to share. 
 
The three congregations of Big Rock invite everyone to join us for an afternoon of fellowship 
and the Christmas Spirit, whether it be through the joy of singing, or by opening your doors and 
letting us share the joy of Christ's birth with you. 

 

Hinckley Area Food Pantry 
 

Thank you for your support and donations to the 
Hinckley Area Food Pantry!  The Hinckley Area Food 
Pantry wish list...  kidney beans, chili beans, Ramen 
noodles, pasta sauce, canned pasta, macaroni, noodles, 
sugar, flour, Bisquick, baking supplies, canned meats, 
Jell-O, pudding, lunch box stuff (individual serving siz-
es fruit, desserts, chips, etc.), toilet paper, Kleenex, 
toothpaste, laundry soap, bath soap, condiments 
(ketchup, mustard, mayo, relish) and juice. 

 

 If you wish to make a direct monetary donation to the Hinckley Area 
Food Pantry, without going through ECUCC?  Their address is: Hinckley Area 
Food Pantry, PO Box 463, Hinckley IL 60520.  They will send a tax donation 
letter to you at the end of the year, also:)  They can actually buy MORE food 
with your donations through the Food Bank. 



                                                                              RALLY DAY!   
 

 

 Everyone had a wonderful time (and some great 
cake) at our Rally Day on September 23rd. 

 

 We hope that you and/or your children are enjoy-
ing your time at Bible Study or Sunday School.    

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

 
Our Confirmation Class will meet twice this month, on November 14 
and 28 at 7:00 p.m.  Our confirmands are Cayden Bush, son of Renee 
Robertson and Chelsea Hatfield, daughter of Eric Hatfield.  Their men-
tors are Amy and Jim Ashby. 
 

St Paul’s United Church of Christ 

Corned Beef and Cabbage Supper 

November 7th    4:30—6:30pm 

Eat in or carry out your meal.  Side dishes include boiled potatoes, cooked carrots, beet 
relish, rolls and delicious desserts and pies.  Advance purchase is not required. 

 

Meals are offered for a $12 donation for adults and $6 donation for children.  Veterans 
meals are half off.  For more information, call 815-286-3391. 

SUCCESS!!! WE DID IT!!! 

 

 We have collected all the caps needed to        
purchase the two garden benches we have been 
saving for.  Thank you to everyone for helping 
to achieve this goal!  

 Therefore, we will no longer be collecting the caps. If we hear 
of another organization that is collecting, we will forward that infor-
mation.  Thank you again! 



Jim Dennin,  Liturgist 

November 4th  

9am 

Sunday School/Bible Study 

 

 Worship 10:15 am 

Sacrament of Communion 

      Memorial Sunday 

     Change Up Sunday 

 

Ushers: Bob and Barb Raymond 
Nursery: Mary Dalton 
Flowers: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 
Coffee: Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

 
Lock-up: Worship 

 

Communion Servers: Youth, Moderator, Vice-Moderator 

Ushers: Larry and Mary Dalton 
Nursery: Darla McCann 
Flowers: Marilyn Lasecki in memory of Ed Lasecki 
Coffee:       The Daltons and Goodins 

 

Lock-up:    Youth 

Ushers: Jim and Penny Dennin 
Nursery: Sherry Sorensen 
Flowers: Volunteers are needed 

  Coffee:   Volunteers are needed 

 
  Lock-up:   Moderator 

November 11th 

9am 

Sunday School/Bible 
Study   

  

Worship 10:15 am 

November 18th 

9am 

Sunday School/Bible 
Study 

  

Worship 10:15 am 

Ushers: Chelsea Hatfield 
Nursery: Melissa Peters 
Flowers: Volunteers are needed 
Coffee: Potluck Luncheon    
 

Lock-up: Vice Moderator 

November 25th 

9am 

Sunday 
School/Bible Study  

 

Worship 10:15 am 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Worship  

Ministry 

Meeting 

9:30am 

2 
Lifespring 

Pizza Night 

6pm in      

Aurora 

3 Prairie Assoc. 

Fall Mtg. at 1st 

Cong. UCC in 

Marseilles— 

Turn back the 

clocks tonight 

4Bible Study/

Sunday School—9am 

Worship 10:15am– 
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Memorial and 

Change Up    Sunday 

 

5 6  
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry  

10am to noon 

7 8 9 
Willing Work-
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11Bible Study/

Sunday School—9am 

Worship 10:15am 
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18Bible Study/

Sunday School—9am 

Worship 10:15am 

19   
Executive 

Council  

Meeting 

6:30pm 

20 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry  

10am to noon 

21 22 23 24 

25 Bible Study/

Sunday School—9am 

Worship 10:15am      

 

Hanging of the 
Greens and Potluck 

Luncheon after    
Worship Service 

26 27 28 29Worship  

Ministry Mtg. 

9:30am             

 

WEF noon 

Christmas 

Party Lunch-
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30  
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
TO YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY! 

Our office will be closed 
11/22 and 11/23.   



E n g l i s h  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l   

U n i t e d  C h u r c h  o f  

C h r i s t  

301 Rhodes ~                 

PO Box 156 

Big Rock IL  60511 

 

Church Office:  

630.556.3986 

Pastor's cell:  630.746.1782 

Pastor's email:  

revriegs@gmail.com 

Church Secretary's email:  

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com  

" P R A I S I N G  G O D ,  S E R V I N G  O T H E R S "  

 o u r  V i s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

Visit our website: 

www.ecucc.org  

Those Who Will Be Remembered on Memorial Sunday, November 4th 

We remember our friends who have left this earthly life to be with God in heaven: 

 

Ed Lasecki      11/11/17 79 years 

Jennifer Baylor   12/26/17 51 years             

Mark Stiles      1/4/18 44 years               

Byron Scott               3/4/18 66 years  

Sara Thurow     4/28/18   100 years 

Ellen Tonelli    10/20/18     94 years 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM YOUR STAFF AT 

ENGLISH CONGREGATIONAL.   

 

ENJOY THE TIME WITH YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

AND MAY THE NEXT YEAR BE FULL OF BLESSINGS 

AND GREAT TIMES SHARED TOGETHER 

http://www.ecucc.org/

