
The Refugees 

 
Into the wild and painful cold of the starless winter night came the refugees, 

slowly making their way to the border. 
The man, stooped from age or anxiety, hurried his small family through the wind. 

Bearded and dark, his skin rough and cracked from the cold,  
his frame looming large in spite of the slumped shoulders: 

He looked like a man who could take care of whatever came at them from the dark. 
Unless, of course, there were too many of them. 

One man he could handle...two,even...but a border patrol...they wouldn't have a chance. 
His eyes, black and alert, darted from side to side, then over his shoulder, then back again 

forward. 
Had they been seen?  Had they been heard? 

Every rustle of wind, every sigh from the child, sent terror through his chest. 
Was this the way? 

Even the stars had been unkind—had hidden themselves in the ink of the night so that the 
man could not read their way. 

Only the wind...was it enough? 
Only the wind and his innate sense of direction... 

What kind of cruel judgement would that be, to wander in circles through the night? 
Or to safely make their way to the border only to find the authorities waiting for them? 

He glanced at the young woman, his bride.  
No more than a child herself, she nuzzled their newborn, kissing his neck. 

She looked up, caught his eye and smiled. Oh, how the homelessness had taken its toll on 
her! 

Her eyes were red, her young face lined, her lovely hair matted from inattention, 
her clothes stained from milk and baby, her hands chapped from the raw wind of winter. 

She'd hardly had time to recover from childbirth when word had come that they were 
hunted, 

and they fled with only a little bread, the remaining wine, and a very small portion of 
cheese. 

Suddenly, the child began to make small noises. 
The man drew in his breath sharply; the woman quietly put the child to breast. 

Fear...long dread-filled moments.... 
Huddled, the family stood still in long silence. 

At last the man breathed deeply again, reassured they had not been heard. 
And into the night continued Mary and Joseph and Babe. 

 
Ann Weems, from “Kneeling in Bethlehem” 
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Rev. William K. 

Riegle, Pastor 

Need To Contact 

Us? 

Church Office: 

9 am—12 pm  

Monday—Friday 

630.556.3986 

 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: 

630.746.1782  

 

Pastor’s email: 

revriegs@gmail.com 

 

Church Secretary’s 

email: 

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com 

 

Church Website: 

www.ecucc.org 

English Congregational United Church of Christ 



“When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and sent and killed all the 

children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 

learned from the wise men. (Matthew 2:16) 

 
Before he became our Savior, Jesus was, first, a refugee fleeing from violence and certain death. May Peace 
be with all the world, and may God's love and protection be with those who must flee from violence and 
death, as his Son did so long ago. 
 
       Peace, 
       Pastor Bill 

This special offering will 

be taken during worship 

on Sunday, December 

23rd. 

SIGN UP SHEETS FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2019 ARE NOW POSTED. 

Please take a look at the new sheets that are posted on the board in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Volunteers are needed for January and beyond for      

Ushers, Coffee Hour, and Flowers.   

The 2019 Offering Envelopes Are Here 

 Please pick up your new offering envelopes in the            

Fellowship Hall beginning  Sunday, December 9th .   

The Cookie Walk will be here in less than 2 weeks!  If you haven't 

started baking yet- it's time to start!  With the colder weather here, 

it's time to turn on your ovens, turn on the Christmas music and 

spend a day filled with the aroma of cookies baking.  You can bring 

your items in during office hours or on Thursday, Dec 13 from 9-

11:30am.  Be sure to label your containers with your name and al-

so the cookie recipe name.  Cookies will be sold at $7/lb and all 

monies received will go to 3 charities: Hinckley Food Pantry, Pizza 

Night at LifeSpring, and Veterans of the Cross.  Our day begins on 

Friday at 6am till noon--Thank you to all that have signed up al-

ready to work & bake!  
Friday, December 14th        

Starting at 6am 



What’s Happening Around our Community? 
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
Followed by Cookies and Warm Drinks! 

 
Share the Christmas Spirit through Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 9th! 
Carolers will travel by hay wagon through Big Rock, stopping along the way to 
sing carols to and with our neighbors. We will meet here at the church at 2:45 
p.m and leave at 3pm. Others are needed to stay at the church to set up for   
after-caroling cookies and hot drinks.  Music and transportation for caroling will 
be provided. 
 
Join us by singing, staying at the church to set up for snacks, or by opening your 
door to carolers as they travel by.  We are also looking for donations of cookies if 
you can help.  Everyone is WELCOME!! 

Please take a look at all of the wonderful 

Advent and Christmas books that are 

available for you to check out.  They are 

located in the bookcase in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Get a book to read to your children 

or grandchildren, or perhaps one for you 

to enjoy!  

Check out the books in the Fellowship Hall! 



Just a reminder of the Matching Funds letter you should have received last month: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
November 1, 2018 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
 I am blessed to share with you the wonderful news that, for the third year in a row, our 
congregation finished the fiscal year in the “black”.  Once again, our Matching Gift Offering 
combined with income from the Endowment Fund and our regular Sunday morning offerings 
provided the income necessary to meet ALL of our financial obligations.  Words of thanks 
must also be given to our Church Council and the excellent stewardship effort they put forth 
in managing the church's finances so well. 
 
 For the seventh consecutive year, one of our families has pledged up to $30,000 to the 
Church's General Fund if the congregation will match it.  Each of the last three years, the con-
gregation has exceeded that number by contributing between $31,000 and  $35,000.  Through 
the Matching Gift Offering, we have been able to raise over $60,000 each year.   
 
 We are asking for your help to continue this very successful program.  Please contribute 
whatever you can to help English Congregational United Church of Christ maintain this level 
of financial stability.  Last year, the largest gift we received was $10,000 and the smallest gift 
was $25.  Whatever you can contribute will be most helpful, especially when you consider 
that, whatever amount you give up to the $30,000 will be doubled! 
 
 Every gift will be greatly appreciated.  All that we ask is that you consider this faithful-
ly, and give back to God the best that you can. 
 
       In Christ and for Christ, 
       Rev. Bill Riegle and the 
       ECUCC Church Council 



Ushers:    Dave and Sandy Lay 

Nursery:   Mary Dalton 

Flowers:   Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Coffee:     Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Lock-up:   Treasurers 

Communion Servers:  Outreach, Operations, Treasurer 

VOLUNTEERS FOR DECEMBER 
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Sunday, December 2nd 

Sunday School/Bible Study 9:00 am 

Worship 10:15 am 

First Sunday of Advent 

Sacrament of Communion 

Change-Up Sundae 

Sunday, December 9th 

Sunday School/Bible Study 9:00 am 

Worship 10:15 am 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Ushers:  The Peters Family 

Nursery:  Darla Mc Cann 

Flowers:   Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Coffee:     Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Lock-up:   Operations 

Sunday, December 16th 

Sunday School/Bible Study 9:00 am 

Worship 10:15 am 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 23rd 

Sunday School/Bible Study 9:00 am 

Worship 10:15 am 

Christmas Fund Collection 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Ushers:    Jim and Penny Dennin 

Nursery:   Melissa Peters 

Flowers:    From the Sorensens and Nehrings in honor and memory 

    of Roy and Berdena’s Wedding Anniversary 

Coffee:     Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Lock-up:   Treasurers 

Bob Raymond, Sr., Liturgist 

Ushers:   Larry and Mary Dalton 

Nursery:  Sherry Sorensen 

Flowers:   Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Coffee:     Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Lock-up:   Outreach 

Sunday, December 30th 

Sunday School/Bible Study 9:00 am 

Worship 10:15 am 

Nick Ashby Memorial Fund 

 

First Sunday after Christmas 

Ushers:    Jim and Amy Ashby 

Nursery:   Rene Riegle 

Flowers:    Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Coffee:     Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Lock-up:   Teaching and Learning 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE AT 7PM ON DECEMBER 24TH 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2Sunday  School/

Bible Study—9am 

Worship 10:15am 
Communion  Change 
Up Sundae 

3 4            

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry                                    

10am to noon 

5 6 7Lifespring 

Pizza Night at 

6pm 

8 

9Sunday School/

Bible Study at 9am-

Worship 10:15am 

Caroling—meet at 

church at 2:45pm 

10 11 12 13 

 

Cookie Walk 

Set Up  

14 

 

Cookie Walk 

6am to noon 

15 

16Sunday School/

Bible Study at 9am 

Worship 10:15am 

17 

Executive 

Council Meet-

ing 6:30 pm 

18         

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry                                    

10am to noon 

19 20 21 22 

23Sunday School/

Bible Study at 9am 

Worship 10:15am 

24 

Worship 7pm 

25 

 

26 27 28 29 

30Sunday School/

Bible Study at 9am-

Worship 10:15am 

Nick Ashby Memorial 

Collection 

31      

December 2018 



  

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas To You and Your Family From the staff at 

English Congregational United Church of Christ 

Christmas Eve Worship Service will be on 

December 24th beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2018 


