
The Refugees 
 

Into the wild and painful cold of the starless winter night came the refugees, 
slowly making their way to the border. 

The man, stooped from age or anxiety, hurried his small family through the wind. 
Bearded and dark, his skin rough and cracked from the cold, 
his frame looming large in spite of the slumped shoulders: 

He looked like a man who could take care of whatever came at them from the dark. 
Unless, of course, there were too many of them. 

One man he could handle...two,even...but a border patrol...they wouldn't have a chance. 
His eyes, black and alert, darted from side to side, then over his shoulder, then back again forward. 

Had they been seen? Had they been heard? 
Every rustle of wind, every sigh from the child, sent terror through his chest. 

Was this the way? 
Even the stars had been unkind—had hidden themselves in the ink of the night so that the man could 

not read their way. 
Only the wind...was it enough? 

Only the wind and his innate sense of direction... 
What kind of cruel judgement would that be, to wander in circles through the night? 

Or to safely make their way to the border only to find the authorities waiting for them? 
He glanced at the young woman, his bride. 

No more than a child herself, she nuzzled their newborn, kissing his neck. 
She looked up, caught his eye and smiled. Oh, how the homelessness had taken its toll on her! 

Her eyes were red, her young face lined, her lovely hair matted from inattention, 
her clothes stained from milk and baby, her hands chapped from the raw wind of winter. 

She'd hardly had time to recover from childbirth when word had come that they were hunted, 
and they fled with only a little bread, the remaining wine, and a very small portion of cheese. 

Suddenly, the child began to make small noises. 
The man drew in his breath sharply; the woman quietly put the child to breast. 

Fear...long dread-filled moments.... 
Huddled, the family stood still in long silence. 

At last the man breathed deeply again, reassured they had not been heard. 
And into the night continued Mary and Joseph and Babe. 

 
Ann Weems, from “Kneeling in Bethlehem” 

 
“When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and sent and killed 
all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time 

that he had learned from the wise men. (Matthew 2:16) 
 

Before he became our Savior, Jesus was, first, a refugee fleeing from violence and certain death. May 
Peace be with all the world, and may God's love and protection be with those who must flee from 
violence and death, as his Son did so long ago. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Bill 
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Rev. William K. 

Riegle, Pastor 

Need To Contact 

Us? 

Church Office: 

9 am—12 pm  

Monday—Friday 

630.556.3986 

 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: 

630.746.1782  

 

Pastor’s email: 

revriegs@gmail.com 

 

Church Secretary’s 

email: 

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com 

 

Church Website: 

www.ecucc.org 

English Congregational United Church of Christ 
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HOW THE CHRISTMAS FUNDS (Veterans of the Cross) ARE USED 

One of the unique aspects of the Christmas Fund is that the funds provide direct financial assistance to individual UCC clergy and 

lay church employees – the funds do not support programs or institutions, but people. With your continued generosity, more indi-

viduals will receive the support of the church in their time of need. 

•  MONTHLY PENSION SUPPLEMENTATION for 464 lower-income retired UCC clergy and lay employees.  Our retired 

clergy and lay employees relied on this income supplementation for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical 

expenses. Funds to meet this need come from three sources: the Christmas Fund Offering, Our Church’s Wider Mission 

(OCWM), and the Fund for Ministerial Assistance. The amount of pension supplementation totaled $1,500,203 in 2015. 

•  QUARTERLY HEALTH PREMIUM SUPPLEMENTATION for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and lay employ-

ees.  These funds subsidized premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with Rx so that individuals could afford and re-

ceive quality health care. Assistance totaled $452,561 in 2015. 

•  CHRISTMAS “THANK YOU“ GIFT CHECKS given to 528 retired UCC clergy and lay church employees. This special 

gift at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful for 

their service. Gifts totaled $211,200 in 2015. 

•  EMERGENCY GRANTS for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and lay employees. .Sometimes those who serve the Church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering costs that arise unexpectedly – for example, large medical 

expenses, or home damage resulting from natural disasters. Emergency assistance totaled $91,694 in 2015. 

 Pension Supplementation 66.5% 

  Health Premium Supplementation 20.1% 

   Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks  9.3% 

    Emergency Grants 4.1% 

      

This special offering will be 

taken during worship on 

Sunday, December 18th. 

FINAL NUMBERS FOR 2016 CROP HUNGER WALK 
 
The final numbers are in for the 2016 CROP Community Interfaith Walk held in Le-
land on the first Sunday in October. A total of 88 walkers from 8 different churches 
raised a total of $14,764.19 for Church World Service. Of that total, 25% or $3,691 
will be shared between the Somonauk and Hinckley Food Pantries. English Congre-
gational UCC raised $430.00 and we were represented by Mike and Melissa Peters 
and Pastor Bill. We thank everyone who contributed gifts to this years' Walk and 
we are already looking forward to the 2017 Walk which will be held at St. Paul's 
UCC in Hinckley. 



 The Cookie Walk is going to be here soon—So 

turn on the Christmas Music, Heat up the  oven, and 

start baking!! Join us on Friday,     December 9th from 

6am to noon for our Cookie Walk.  We will have a large 

assortment of homemade cookies, candies and sweet 

breads.  Cookies and Candies will be sold at $7 per 

pound. Bring a friend along and pick up some of your 

favorites from our selection for the Christmas Holiday! 

DECEMBER 9, 2016 

The 2017 Offering Envelopes Are Here 

    Please pick up your new offering envelopes in 

the Fellowship Hall beginning                                          

Sunday, December 11th .   

SIGN UP SHEETS FOR 2017 ARE NOW POSTED. 

Please take a look at the new sheets that are posted on the board in 

the Fellowship Hall.  Volunteers are needed for January and beyond for 

Ushers, Coffee Hour, Flowers and Nursery.   

 

Dear Church Members and Friends, 

Thank you so much for all the prayers, phone calls, visits and 

food given for myself and Roger while I was in Northwestern 

Memorial and Kindred with acute Leukemia.  I’m home now 

and doing much better after 82 days in hospitals.  Many 

thanks to Pastor Bill for his visits.  Your thoughtfulness was 

very much appreciate.  God bless all of you. 

With Love and heartfelt thanks, 

Judy and Roger 
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CHANGE UP SUNDAE 

Sunday, December 4th is Change Up Sundae! Bring your loose change for 

this special monthly collection that helps to offset the cost of summer 

camp for our youth! 

A FAREWELL TO OLD 

FRIENDS 

 

We wanted to take this opportunity to offer our 

farewells to two old friends in our congregation. 

Wayne Lee passed away the end of October 

and a Memorial Service was held on       

Saturday, November 5
th
. Also, Harry Schoger passed away on November 28

th
 

and his funeral is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, December 1 here at 

the church. 

 

We extend our most heartfelt condolences and prayers to the Lee and Schoger fami-

lies. 

 BAPTISM DECEMBER 18th 
 
 

Please join us for worship on Sunday, December 18th when 

Easton Green will be baptized into the faith and family of 

Jesus Christ. Easton is the son of Brian and Sara Green, and 

the grandson of Jim and Amy Ashby. Everyone is invited to 

stay after worship for a lunch provided by the family. What 

a truly wonderful way to celebrate the Sunday before 

Christmas!!  

 



What’s Happening Around our Community? 
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLING and CHURCH POTLUCK DINNER! 
 

Share the Christmas Spirit through Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 4! Carolers 
will travel by foot and hay wagon through Big Rock, stopping along the way to sing carols 
to and with our neighbors. We will meet here at the church at 2:45 p.m. Music and trans-
portation for caroling will be provided. 
 
Join us for singing, or by opening your door to carolers as they travel by. We will all come 
back to the church for a potluck dinner afterward. Bring a dish to share and enjoy the fel-
lowship! Everyone is WELCOME!! 

 

TOYS FOR TOTS!!!!! 
 

Once again this year we are helping the local Cub Scouts collect 
toys for children who may not have the opportunity for a nice 
Christmas that the rest of us take for granted. A box has been 

placed in Fellowship Hall for you to place new, unwrapped toys 
that you would like to donate. The box will be here from              

November 28th to December 12th. 



Just a reminder of the Matching Funds letter you should have received in October, 2016: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

October 22, 2016 

 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I have some wonderful news to share. For the first time in many years, our congregation has 
been able to operate for an entire year without the need to take funds from our reserves. We 
accomplished this through a combination of things that included a successful Matching Gift 
Special Offering at the end of 2015, the growth of our Endowment Fund to provide an addi-
tional source of income, the faithful stewardship of our Church Council to keep expenses to a 
minimum, and the weekly contributions of our faithful members who come to offer God 
their thanks on Sunday mornings. 
 

For the fifth consecutive year, one of our families has pledged up to $30,000 to the Church's 
General Fund if the rest of the congregation will match it. Last year the congregation contrib-
uted just over $35,000 to make the 2015 total of $65,000+ the most successful Matching Gift 
Special Offering to date. 
 

We are asking for your help to make our efforts this year as successful as last year. Please 
contribute whatever you can to help English Congregational United Church of Christ maintain 
the level of financial stability we have not enjoyed in many years. Last year, the largest gift we 
received was $12,000 and the smallest gift was $10.00. Whatever you can contribute will be 
most helpful, especially when you consider that, whatever amount you give, will be doubled. 

 

Every gift will be greatly appreciated. All that we ask is that you consider this faithfully, and 
give back to God the best that you can. 

 

In Christ and for Christ 

Rev. Bill Riegle and the 

ECUCC Executive Council 



Ushers:  Bob and Barb Raymond 

Nursery:   Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Flowers:   Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Coffee:     Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Lock-up:   Operations 

Communion Servers:  Teaching & Learning, Worship & Youth 

VOLUNTEERS FOR DECEMBER 
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Sunday, December 4 

Sunday School/Bible Study 9:00 am 

Worship 10:15 am 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Sacrament of Communion 

Change-Up Sundae 

Sunday, December 11 

Joint Worship Service at  

First United Methodist Church in 

Hinckley at 9:30am 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Our children will be joining the children of the First United Methodist 

Church for a Christmas Program.  Also, our choirs will join to perform 

a beautiful choral anthem.  Please join us at 9:30 in Hinckley.  

Sunday, December 18 

NO Sunday school  

Worship 10:15 am 

Baptism of Easton Green  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Day  

Sunday, December 25th 

NO Sunday school  

Worship 10:15 am 

Ushers:    Michelle Drawz 

Nursery:   Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Flowers:    Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Coffee:     Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Lock-up:   Teaching and Learning 

Bob Raymond, Sr., Liturgist 

Ushers:   Jim and Penny Dennin  

Nursery:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Flowers:   From the Ashby Family in celebration of Easton’s Baptism 

Coffee:     Lunch provided by Ashby and Green Families in honor of 

    Easton’s Baptism 

Lock-up:   Nurture 

Please come and celebrate Jesus’ birth with us on  

Thursday, December 24th at 7:00 pm 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

December 2016 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry  

10-noon 

Willing Workers 

Christmas  Luncheon 

at Open Range in 

Sugar Grove—Meet  

at  Church at 11:30—

lunch at noon  

Sunday school / 

Bible Study 9 am 

Worship 10:15  

Sacrament of    

Communion 

Change-Up Sundae 

 

Executive 

Council      

6:30 pm 

Cookie 

Walk Set-up 

Doors 

Open at 6:00am 

Prayer Shawl  

Ministry  

10-noon 

Worship   

Ministry 

Meeting    

9:30 am 

Joint  Worship 

and Christmas 

Program at 

9:30am at 1st 

United Methodist 

No Sunday School 

or Bible Study 

Worship 10:15  

Baptism of Easton 

Green  

Worship   

Ministry 

Meeting    

9:30 am 

Christmas Eve 

Service at 7pm 

No Sunday  School 

or Bible Study  

Worship at 10:15 



JOINT WORSHIP AND CHRISTMAS PROGRAM DECEMBER 11TH 
 

We will not have worship here at English Congregational UCC on Sunday, December 11th. 
Instead we will join together with our friends at First United Methodist Church in Hinckley 
at 9:30 a.m. The children from both congregations will be performing a Christmas Program 
and our two choirs will combine to perform a beautiful choral anthem. Please join us in 
Hinckley that day for what is sure to be a joyous and uplifting worship service! 

From the staff at English                  

Congregational United Church of 

Christ, Big Rock. 

Christmas Eve Worship Service will be on 

December 24 beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Please join the English Congre-

gational United Church of 

Christ in celebrating the Christ-

mas miracle with a community-

wide Christmas pageant! 

2016 


