
Dear Friends, 

 
I offered a sermon recently on evangelism and the need for all of us to engage 
in the work of inviting people to come to our church.  The sermon was based 
upon Mark 6:7-13 where Jesus equips and instructs the disciples before sending 
them out in pairs to preach and heal.  In other words, to reach out to others and 
invite them to join in this new thing that God was doing. 
 
I talked about how we, Jesus' disciples in the here and now, are called to do the 
same.  We will not get new people to come to our church if WE do not invite 
them.  This is how we will grow in both number and Spirit! 
 
A number of folks have asked me why our Sunday attendance has declined.  
Roger Hatfield reminded me that this isn't the first time our Sunday attendance 
has gone down.  He told me that after a number of years of not attending he fi-
nally decided to start coming back to church.  When he did so, he noticed that 
the church's weekly attendance was only 30 or so.  Every church will go 
through those cycles and ECUCC is experiencing one of them again. 
 
Still, I found myself interested in finding out why our numbers have gone down 
and I discovered several reasons, although two stood out among the others.  I 
took the church directory from the year I arrived, in September of 2011.  I fo-
cused my attention on those who were attending worship regularly, at least 
twice a month.  I discovered that of those who no longer attended worship over 
the last 7 years, 21 were people who had moved from the area for one reason or 
another.  Several families retired and moved away to be closer to their children 
and grandchildren.  Young people have grown up, gone away to college, and 
not come back because job opportunities took them elsewhere as just a couple 
of examples.  The other area that stood out relates to the aging of our congrega-
tion.  Since 2012, 19 of our friends who attended worship regularly, many of 
them weekly, have passed away.   
 
We were averaging just over 100 people a Sunday when I began as pastor.  Re-
move from that amount the numbers I have listed above, and you can see why 
our average attendance is down to between 50 and 60 a Sunday.  This is why 
our efforts in evangelism are so important.  We need to invite more people to 
come to church.  I have no doubt that once they are here, the welcoming 
warmth and friendliness of our Church Family combined with the love of God 
through the Holy Spirit will bring them back.  Jesus is sending us out, together! 
 
       Peace, 
       Pastor Bill 
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NEED TO 
CONTACT US? 

Church Office: 
630.556.3986 

 

Pastor’s Cell:   
630.746.1782 

 
Pastor’s email:       
revriegs@gmail.com 

 

Church Secretary’s email: 
ecuccsecretary@gmail.com 

 

Church website –
www.ecucc.org 

 

Visit our Facebook page 
at:  BigRockECUCC 

 

 

 

Rev. William K. 
Riegle, Pastor 

“In Christian Love” 

2018 Vision Statement 



P a g e  2  T h e  P a r i s h  V i s i t o r   

 Our church sponsored Annual Community 
Picnic is coming up quickly and we have tickets 
available for our congregation and friends.  

 Tickets will also be available at the picnic, but 
we are asking for tickets to be sold ahead of time so 
that we can make sure we have enough food. And, 
each ticket purchased is also an entry into our $200 

cash door prize!!! 

 This is one of our BIGGEST fundraisers and we hope that everyone will 
be able to attend and bring other family members or friends to share this day 
with us. Let your guests know that we are having a shortened Worship  

Service beginning at 10:30 am with an entertaining ancestor program before 
we gather for a DELICIOUS dinner. 

 Tickets are a donation of $10 each and no more than $30 for a family 
and we have a hot dog dinner available for $2. 

 We hope to have a wide VARIETY of RAFFLE 
ITEMS and there will be games with PRIZES for the 
little ones and big ones too! 

 Let’s make it a GREAT DAY IN THE PARK!  
Hope to see everyone Sunday, August 19th at          
Plowman’s Park!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 

JR. YOUTH EVENT SET 

 
Our first event for the Junior Youth Group (age 8 and under) is set for Sunday, August 
12.  The event will be held at Bounce Town in Oswego from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.  Parents 
may want to arrive a little early as liability forms will need to be filled out.  Pizza and 
drinks will be provided for the children and admission is free.   
 
If you need additional information, please contact Pastor Bill at 630-746-1782. 



V o l u m e  7 ,  I s s u e  8  P a g e  3  

The Hinckley Area Food Pantry (HAFP) serves the communities of Big 
Rock, Hinckley, Maple Park, and Waterman and provides food assis-
tance to our neighbors in these communities.   

 Thank you for your support and donations to the Hinckley Area 
Food Pantry!  The Hinckley Food Pantry needs include:  kidney beans, chili beans, ramen noodles, pasta 
sauce, canned pasta, macaroni, noodles, sugar, flour, Bisquick, baking supplies, canned meats, Jell-O, 
pudding, lunch box stuff (individual serving sizes fruit, desserts, chips, etc.), toilet paper, Kleenex, tooth-
paste, laundry soap, bath soap, condiments (ketchup, mustard, mayo, relish) and juice. 

 If you wish to make a direct monetary donation to the Hinckley Area Food Pantry without going 
through ECUCC, their address is:  

Hinckley Area Food Pantry, PO Box 463, Hinckley IL 60520.   

 

They will send a tax donation letter to you at the end of the year as well.  

They can actually buy MORE food with your donations. 

Women's Evening Fellowship  
 

 

 

 

    

    Our Prayer Shawl meetings will contin-
ue on Tuesday, August 7th and August 21st.  
Anyone wishing to learn to knit or crochet are 
urged to come join us. Please let us know if 
you have someone in need of a shawl.   

 All women of the church are invited to 
join us from 10am to noon (and our usual 
lunch at a local restaurant afterwards).   

Willing Workers will   
be meeting on            

Friday, August 10th      
at 1 p.m.  

REV. RIEGLE TO SPEAK AT STEWARDSHIP EVENT 

 
The Illinois Conference is sponsoring a Stewardship Workshop for churches and          

leaders on Saturday, August 25th at Zion United Church of Christ in Peru, IL.  The         
afternoon session will consist of presentations by a three-person panel followed by        

questions and answers.  Two of the panelists will talk about Consecration Stewardship  
and Capital Campaigns.  The third panelist is Rev. Riegle, who has been asked to        
speak about our Endowment Fund, the guidelines that were established and how it         

has become so successful.    



 
 
 

 
 
Our next “Change Up Sunday” collection will be Sunday, August 6th. In July, we collected 
$124.88. The July total and the August collection will be used for our monthly Pizza Night at 
the Lifespring Women’s Shelter. 
 
 

Our regular “Change Up” collection to support those children wishing to attend 
camp next summer will start on Sunday, September 2nd.  Thank you to everyone 
that supports this effort and the good work that these collections provide to all 
recipients.  

 

ANNUAL REPORTS NEEDED  

In conjunction with the Annual Meeting, each Ministry 
group and Committee is asked to write at least a para-
graph or two for the Annual Report.  These need to be 
submitted by September 1st to be included in the      
report. They may be dropped off at the office, or 
emailed to ecuccsecretary@gmail.com.   

 

Please submit in whatever means is best for you, but 
please be sure to have them submitted on time. Thank 
you so much for your help with this!  

 

The Executive Council has called the Annual 
Congregational Meeting to be held on Sunday, 
September 23rd.  Please mark your calendars 
with this date. 

SPECIAL “CHANGE UP SUNDAE” OFFERINGS FOR              
JULY AND AUGUST  



 

A special thanks to Pastor Riegle for your warm,    
caring visits while I was recently hospitalized.  Also  
to my dear church friends who showered me with 
cards, phone calls, food and visits.   

 

Since I have no family living near, it’s wonderful to 
have such care from my church family.   

     

     Thank you all.  

     Mary F. Welton 

           
 

     Church Family, 
 
 Thank you for your well wishes    
 regarding my graduation.  The  
 cross is beautiful and will be in     
 my dorm room.  Thanks for all     
 the kind words of affirmation. 
 
   Thanks, 
   Allen Bartoszek 

 

Dear Church Family,  

 
I would like to thank everyone for all of the 
prayers for my healing, the cards with get well 
wishes, and all the phone calls to see how I was 
doing after my back surgery and recovery. All 
were greatly appreciated.  

 

Debbie Stiles   



Renee Robertson, Liturgist 

August 5th 

 
10:15 am 

Communion 

Change Up Sundae 
 

Ushers:  Patty Kahle   
Nursery: Mary Dalton 
Flowers: Volunteer is needed                                                          
Coffee:  Volunteer is needed                                                        
Communion Servers: Youth, Moderator, Vice Moderator   

                         
Lock-up: Operations 

Ushers:  Dave and Sandy Lay 
Nursery: Darla McCann 
Flowers: Volunteer is needed                                                         
Coffee:  Volunteer is needed 

 
Lock-up: Outreach 

 Community Picnic at  

 Plowman’s Park 

 -  Worship at 10:30 

 -   Ancestor Study 

 -   Roast Pork Dinner 

 -   Raffles and Games    

 

 

August 12th 

 

10:15am 

August 19th 

 
CHURCH PICNIC 

10:30 am 
 

Plowman’s Park 

August 26th 

 

10:15 am 
 

Ushers:  Wally and Barb Bafia 
Nursery: Melissa Peters 
Flowers: Volunteer is needed 
Coffee:  Volunteer is needed 

 
Lock-up: Teaching and Learning 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 
Worship 

Ministry      

Meeting          

9:30 am 

3 
Pizza Night 

at Lifespring 

in Aurora at 

6pm 

4 

5   Worship 

at 10:15 am 

Sacrament of    

Communion 

Change Up  

Collection 

6 7 

 

 

 

10am to noon 

8 9 10 
Willing 

Workers     

Meeting 

1pm 

11 

12 Worship 

at 10:15 am 

 

Jr. Youth 

Bounce Town 

Outing 3-5pm 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 Church 

Picnic at Plow-

man’s Park—

Worship     

Service at 

10:30 am 

20       
Executive 

Council   

Meeting 

6:30pm 

21 

 

 

 

10am to noon 

22 23 24             25 Rev. Riegle 

speaking at 

Stewardship 

Event at Zion 

United in Peru, 

Illinois 

26      
Worship at 

10:15 am 

27 28 29 30 31  

August 2018 

Ministry Groups and Church Organizations, 
please remember to submit your Annual Report 
by September 1st.  You can drop off a hard copy 
at the office, or email your report to Pam at 
ecuccsecretary@gmail.com 

Thank you for your contribution to this annual 
report! 



E n g l i s h  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l   

U n i t e d  C h u r c h  o f  

C h r i s t  

301 Rhodes ~  

PO Box 156 

Big Rock IL  60511 

 

Church Office:  

630.556.3986 

Pastor's cell:  

630.746.1782 

 

Pastor's email:  

revriegs@gmail.com 

 

Church Secretary's email:  

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com  

" I n  C h r i s t i a n  L o v e "  

2 0 1 8  V i s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

 

THE TABLES IN THE FELLOWSHIP 
HALL ARE FULL OF  

FICTION BOOKS NEEDING A NEW 
HOME! 

 
Take a look for your “old” favorite authors, or 

perhaps to discover a new favorite. 
 

Donations are appreciated as these funds will  
be used to purchase new non-fiction books for  

the church library.  Thank you!! 

   
     Pizza Night at Lifespring 

Our next monthly Pizza Night at the Lifespring Women's Shelter will 
be on Friday, August 3rd at 6:00 p.m.  If you haven't had the opportunity to 
attend one of these events, please, please, PLEASE!!! make an effort to be a 
part of one.   
 
The ladies in residence there, along with their children, are so grateful for 
our ministry to them.  If you can provide a dessert, salad or snacks, please 
contact Rev. Riegle or Melissa Peters for more information. 


