
Dear Friends, 

 

 I begin each day with a read of the Stillspeaking Daily Devotional. These are 
short, bible-based devotions written by a team of contributing writers in the United 
Church of Christ.  Matthew Laney, Pastor at Asylum Hill Congregational U.C.C. in 
Hartford, Connecticut, shared this mornings’ offering based on Exodus 20:9 – “Six 
days you shall work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest; you shall do no work.”  
He began with a story that may be familiar to some. 

 

 An exhausted businessman took a vacation in a faraway country to unwind.  
Every morning he walked from the resort to the beach.  Each day he found a local man 
cleaning a fish in his boat,  After witnessing this for several mornings, the businessman 
said, 

 

 “How often do you fish?” 

 “As often as I want to eat,” the fisherman said. 

 “What do you do the rest of the day?” 

 “I take a siesta, do some things around the house, enjoy my family, play my 
  guitar and visit friends.” 

“Listen,” said the businessman, “If you fished all day, you could sell your fish, 
  buy a bigger boat, hire helpers to sell your fish all over the world and 
  make a boat load of money!” 

The fisherman was confused, “Why would I do that?” 

“So you can quit working, take vacations, relax and enjoy family and friends!” 

“Sir,” said the fisherman, “I’m doing that now and I only have to catch one 
  fish a day  to do it.” 

 

Of all the commandments, keeping Sabbath is the most counter-intuitive.  Especially 
now.  We are increasingly uncomfortable with downtime and relaxation, reaching for 
our phone in unoccupied moments, wearing our busyness like a badge of honor.  “I’m 
so busy” is both a cry of lament and a pretention to importance. 

 

I would like to add just a little to Rev. Laney’s piece.  He chose not to include verse 8 
from chapter 20, “Remember the Sabbath and keep it Holy.”  As important as it is for 
us to remember that, even God took a day off, we must also remember the reason 
WHY we should be at rest - to offer God our worship, praise and thanks for giving us 
the ability to provide a living for ourselves and loved ones.  There are many things that 
we can do on our Sabbath to rest and rejuvenate ourselves, but there is only one way to 
show God how much it means to us.  See you this Sunday? 

 

      Peace, 

      Pastor Bill 
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NEED TO 
CONTACT 
US? 
Church Office: 
630.556.3986 

 

Pastor’s Cell:   
630.746.1782 

 

Pastor’s email:       
revriegs@gmail.com 

 

Church Secretary’s 
email: 
ecuccsecretary@gmail.com 

 

Church website –
ECUCC.org  

(no need to ”log in”    
anymore) 

 

Visit us on Facebook for 
current information . 

Rev. William K. Riegle 
Pastor 

“God Is Always With Us!” 

2016 Vision Statement 
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**9:30 am** 

A huge “Thank You” to all those that supported our recent     

fundraiser at South Moon Barbeque in Hinckley.   

 

We are awaiting the final total from South Moon and will let you 

know as soon as it is available to us! Thank you again! 

 Strengthen the Church is an offering to reimagine 
and build the future of the UCC.  Shared 50-50 between con-
ference and national settings, Strengthen the Church largely 
supports youth ministries, developing their spiritual gifts and 
leadership skills for the church of the future.  Funds also sup-
port full-time leaders for new churches in parts of the country 
where the UCC voice has not been heard, along with grants 
to help churches communicate the “God is still speaking,” 
message.   

 This offering will be taken, once again, on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 15th. 

Strengthen the Church  
Special Offering:  

Invest in the Vision 
 

Another ONE of our 5 for 5 special offerings This is a reminder 

that the Summer  

Worship Service 

will be starting at 

9:30am beginning 

on June 12th! 

INFORMATION ON THE PFLAG SUPPORT GROUP 

     A support group for parents who have a child of any age who identifies as transgender, gender non-
conforming, or gender expansive meets at the Federated Church of Sycamore, 612 W. State Street on 
the last Tuesday of the month from 7 to 9pm.  It joins a growing number of such groups in Northern Illi-
nois operating in conjunction with PFLAG, formerly known as Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbi-
ans and Gays.  The issues faced by parents of transgender children differ radically from those who have 
a gay son or lesbian daughter. How do I tell family and friends that my daughter is now my son, or my 
son is now my daughter?  What do I do with the baby pictures?  How do we navigate the legal system in 
order to change names and gender markers on official identification (passports, social security cards, 
drivers licenses)? How is my child going to cope in school settings? 

     The meeting is led by parents who do not claim to be experts; however; they have been on the jour-
ney for several years, bringing a wealth of knowledge and sensitivity to the group.  It is not a counseling 
session, but rather a safe space where all can share their experiences and learn together. 

     For additional information, please email Pastor Dennis Johnson at pastordennjohn@aol.com or call 
the church office at 815-895-2706. 
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 The Hinckley Area Food Pantry (HAFP) serves the communities of Big Rock, Hinckley,  

Maple Park, and Waterman and provides food assistance to our neighbors in these communities.   

 

 Thank you for your continued support and donations to the Hinckley Area Food Pantry!  The 
Hinckley Food Pantry wish list: kidney beans, chili beans, Ramen noodles, pasta sauce, canned pasta, 
macaroni, noodles, sugar, flour, Bisquick, baking supplies, canned meats, Jell-O, pudding, lunch box 
stuff (individual serving sizes fruit, desserts, chips, etc.), toilet paper, Kleenex, toothpaste, laundry 
soap, bath soap, ketchup, mustard, mayo, juice. 

 
 If you wish to make a direct monetary donation to the Hinckley Area Food Pantry, without 
going through ECUCC,  their address is: Hinckley Area Food Pantry, PO Box 463, Hinckley IL 60520.  
They will send a tax donation letter at the end of the year to those that choose to make a monetary do-
nation.  In addition, they are actually able to buy MORE food with cash donations, but every donation 
is important to those in our community that need assistance. 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION – MAY 15TH 
 
On Sunday, May 15th we will honor our Middle School and High School 
Graduates during the morning Worship Service. This year we are proud 
to announce our two middle school graduates – Paul Dunlap and Jacob 
Wilkinson. 
 
We are also are pleased to announce our three high school graduates, all 
from Hinckley-Big Rock High School – Sophie Peters, Mariah Wilkinson and Benjamin Riegle. 
 
We hope you can join us for this special recognition of their achievements. 

Change Up Sundays 
 

There will be two more Change Up      
Sundays, on  May 1st and June 5th.  We 
will then take a little summer break before 
picking up this successful program in the 
fall.  Thank you for your contributions to 
this effort and the sup-
port you provided for 
those wishing to attend 
summer camp.  

   The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on 
May 3rd and 17th from 10 to noon.   

   Mark you calendars for the annual Salad 
Supper on June 23rd at 6:30 in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  All ladies of the church are 
invited to this event.  Please bring a salad, a 
friend and share a story of friendship.   

   Information on our next quarterly meeting 
will be forthcoming.   



 

Vacation Bible School 

June 13th thru June 16th 

9:00 to 11:30am 

Hinckley 1st United Methodist 
Church 

 

 

 

$10 per child ($30 max per family)  

if received by June 1st.   

$12 per child after June 1st. 

More information and registration forms can be  

found in the Fellowship Hall or you can register  

online at http://cokesburyvbs.com/hinckleyfirst 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Adult Chancel Choir will be resting their voices during the summer. 

Please sign-up to do Special Music this Summer and SHARE YOUR TALENTS!  

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 



Jean Czinki, Liturgist 

May 15th 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

10:15 am 
 

Special Offering for: 
Strengthen The Church 

 
Graduate Recognition 

May 1st 

Communion Sunday 

Change Up Sunday 

10:15 am 
 

Ushers:  Clara Babel and Jack Bartoszek 
Nursery:  Volunteers needed 
Flowers:  Volunteers needed 
Coffee:  Volunteers needed 
   

Communion Servers: Operations, Outreach & Nurture 

Ushers:  Terry Toy and Jeri Covelli 
Nursery:  Volunteers needed 
Flowers:  Volunteers needed 
Coffee:  Volunteers needed 
  

May 8th 

Mother’s Day 

10:15 am 

May 22nd 

Trinity Sunday 

10:15 am 

Ushers:  Jim Ashby and Bob Moga 
Nursery:  Gina Dunlap 
Flowers:  Volunteers needed 
Coffee:  Volunteers needed 
   

Ushers:  Jim and Penny Dennin 
Nursery:  Volunteers needed 
Flowers:  Volunteers needed 

Coffee:   Volunteers needed 

May 29th 

10:15 am 
Special Offering for 

Nick Ashby/Eden  
Memorial Fund 

Ushers:  Dave and Sandy Lay 
Nursery:  Volunteers needed 
Flowers:  Volunteers needed 
Coffee:  Volunteers needed 

COFFEE HOUR is so important because it brings all of us together & that’s how relation-
ships are created & fed. 
 

 

FLOWERS make our chancel beautiful & display just one of God’s many creations at work. 
 

 

NURSERY is essential for mom & dad to get just a small break to renew their faith each 
week. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

 

4 5 6 7 

8  
Sunday School  
9am 

 

Worship  10:15am 

9 10 11 

 

12 13 

 

14 

15 

Worship  10:15am 

 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 20 

 

21 

22 

 
Worship  10:15am 

23 24 25 

 

26 27 28 

 

29  
Worship  10:15am 

 

Special Offering: 
Nick Ashby/Eden 

Seminary  

 

30 

 

31     

May 2016 

       Sunday          

       School  9am 
 

Worship 10:15am 
Sacrament of  
Communion 

 

Change Up Sunday 

 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry  
10-noon 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry  
10-noon 

 

Choir Practice  

7pm 

 

Choir Practice  

7pm 

 

Choir Practice  

7pm 

 

Choir Practice  

7pm 

 

Willing 
Workers 

1pm 

Register for Vacation Bible 
School by June 1st to save 
$2.00 per child. Information is 
available in the Fellowship 
Hall.  

Strengthen the  

Church Special  

Offering taken 

PENTECOST  
SUNDAY– wear red 

Offices 
CLOSED 

Executive 
Council 
6:30 pm 

Last Day of     
Sunday 
School  9am 



It’s time to celebrate a truly special anniversary! 
 

Sunday, June 5th we will celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
Reverend Riegle’s ordination! 

 
Reverend Riegle was ordained at St. John’s United Church 
of Christ in Evansville, Indiana on June 1, 1991.  He served 
two churches as a student prior to his ordination.  Since that 

time, he has served churches in Ohio and Illinois.   
 

To celebrate this wonderful event, Reverend Kathy Lawes will 
be joining us and leading the Worship Service that morning.  

Following Worship, please plan to join us for a potluck 
luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. 

For those that would like to bring food, a sign up sheet will 
be posted in the Fellowship Hall.  

Cake will be provided. 
 

We look forward to celebrating this special day with you,  
Pastor Bill! 

 



E n g l i s h  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l   

U n i t e d  C h u r c h  

o f  C h r i s t  

301 Rhodes ~ PO Box 156 

Big Rock IL  60511 

 

Church Office:  630.556.3986 

 

Pastor's cell:  

630.746.1782 

 

Pastor's email:  

revriegs@gmail.com 

 

Church Secretary's 

email:  

ecuccsecretary@gmail

.com  

" G o d  I s  a l w a y s  w i t h  u s ! "  

2 0 1 6  V i s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

Copies of the CD “A Selection of American Songs and Spirituals” , created 

by our own Doug Peters and Arlene Wold are still available for purchase.  

Each CD is $15 with  proceeds benefiting our Church.  Please speak to     

Pastor or come to the office Monday thru Friday from 9am to noon to    

purchase your copy! 


