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NEED TO
CONTACT
US?
Church Office:
630.556.3986
Pastor’s Cell:
630.746.1782
Pastor’s email:
revriegs@gmail.com
Church Secretary’s
email:

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com

Church website –
ECUCC.org

Visit us on Facebook for
current information .

Last month there were so many changes in our world it was difficult to keep up with everything. We have not been “physically” together for worship since March 15. Yet, with the help of computer
technology, we have found new ways to worship together and remain connected to one another.
The technology we are using to remain in worship together is
called Zoom. It is a video meeting program that allows people to
join a “meeting” or group that utilizes the camera and speaker on
your computer, iPad or Smartphone. You access the meeting
through the link sent to you in the form of an email. If you are receiving this newsletter through your email, then you also receive
the emails inviting you to join us for worship. If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call on my cell 630-746-1782.
Because we have not been able to hold Sunday School for our children, I began a weekly meeting for all of our Sunday School families called “Storytime With Pastor.” We meet on Zoom every Thursday afternoon at 4:00 p.m. Because of Michelle Drawz' wonderful
efforts as both our librarian and head of Teaching and Learning, we
have an abundance of children's book from which to choose. Each
week, I try to pick out a couple of books, one geared toward
younger children and one toward the older children, that provide
bother entertainment and a meaning faith message. We also get
to catch up with each other and share how things have been going
for each of them during this difficult time.
I spoke with our Moderator, Jim Ashby, yesterday and we are going
to try holding our May Executive Council Meeting on Zoom later
this month, and if the Stay-At-Home order continues into June, I
will be looking into holding a weekly Bible Study on Zoom as well.
(continued on next page)

I am so grateful for the new ways we have found to remain connected to one another. We
can't hug one another or shake hands. We can't be near each other like we have enjoyed
in the past. I so miss having the children gathered around be, with perhaps one on my lap,
for Children's Chat. But that doesn't mean we have to remain disconnected. We can still
pick up the phone and call a friend or a loved one to see how they are doing. It could very
well be the highlight of their day.
The Light of Christ cannot be extinguished by Covid-19 or any other virus. Let the Light of
Christ in you shine for others.
Peace,
Pastor Bill

Sunday, May 10th

WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY
Please join us every Sunday at 10:30 for worship using the Zoom video meeting program.
Each week, if you are receiving the newsletter by email, you will receive an email inviting
you to join us for worship. There is a “link” in the email that will allow you to join the
service. Click on the link and follow the prompts. We held our first Zoom service on
Easter Sunday with just over 50 in attendance. On the other two Sundays since we have
had between 30 and 40. We hope you can join us this Sunday.

STORYTIME WITH PASTOR

Every Thursday afternoon at 4:00 Pastor Bill meets with the children
of our Sunday School families, via Zoom, for a Storytime and sharing.
He reads a couple of books to the children and talks with each of them
to see how they are doing. Invitations are sent out to the families to
join the Storytime. If you would like to observe please feel free to contact Pastor Bill and he will add you to the invitation list.
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MAIL-IN CONTRIBUTIONS
We thank everyone for mailing their contributions
and offerings to the church. We received more
contributions in April, while not holding worship
at church, than we did in March. While our worship services on Zoom have been meaningful and enjoyable, we can't “collect” an
offering by passing the plate. Instead, we have been sharing a personal blessing
with each other as our offering to God. Rev. Riegle and our church secretary, Pam
Kula, check the mail every other day and Pam deposits them into the bank weekly.
Please take a moment to mail your offering envelope or other form of contribution so that we can continue to keep the bills paid and keep our ministry together
focused on serving Jesus Christ.

The Hinckley Area Food Pantry (HAFP) serves the communities of Big Rock, Hinckley,
Maple Park, and Waterman and provides food assistance to our neighbors in these communities.
Thank you for your continued support and donations to the Hinckley Area Food
Pantry! The Hinckley Food Pantry wish list: kidney beans, chili beans, Ramen noodles,
pasta sauce, canned pasta, macaroni, noodles, sugar, flour, Bisquick, baking supplies,
canned meats, Jell-O, pudding, lunch box stuff (individual serving sizes fruit, desserts,
chips, etc.), toilet paper, Kleenex, toothpaste, laundry soap, bath soap, ketchup, mustard,
mayo, juice.
If you wish to make a direct monetary donation to the Hinckley Area Food Pantry, without going through ECUCC, their address is: Hinckley Area Food Pantry, PO Box
463, Hinckley IL 60520. They will send a tax donation letter at the end of the year to
those that choose to make a monetary donation. In addition, they are actually able to buy
MORE food with cash donations, but every donation is important to those in our community that need assistance.

LAWNCARE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for volunteers who would be willing to mow the
lawns at both the Church and the Parsonage. The Church has a
riding lawn mower and there is a small push mower at the Parsonage that can be used for mowing the ditch along Rhodes. If
you can help with one, or both lawns, please contact Pastor Bill,
Jim Ashby or Kolt O'Donnell. Thank you.
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Pastor's cell:
630.746.1782
Pastor's email:
revriegs@gmail.com

301 Rhodes
PO Box 156
Big Rock IL 60511

Church Secretary's email:
ecuccsecretary@gmail.com

Church Office:
630.556.3986
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