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Dear Friends, 

 
First, I apologize to whomever it was that gave me the article I 
am about to share, because I would have acknowledged your 
contribution.  It is timely and well written.  The author is un-
known, but it was shared by Pam Jones, the mother of three who 
is very active in her church in east Tennessee. 
 
To You Who Bring Small Children to Church – There you are, 
sitting in worship or Bible study. Your child or toddler is rest-
less.  Perhaps they're even a little boisterous.  You try to silence 
then, and nothing. You try to pacify them with food or toys, and 
nothing.  Eventually, you resort to the last thing you wanted to 
do: you pick them up, and before a watching audience, you 
make the march out of the sanctuary. All the while, you're a little 
embarrassed. Maybe you're a little frustrated too.  You might 
even think to yourself, “There's no point in coming to church.  I 
get nothing out of it because I have to constantly care for my 
kid.” I want you – you mothers and/or fathers – to know just 
how encouraging you are to so many. The little elderly woman 
who often feels alone beams with a smile at the sight of you 
wrestling with your little one. She's been there before. She 
knows how hard it can be, but she smiles because to hear that 
brings back precious memories.  To see young parents and their 
small children brighten her day, and she may have just received 
bad news this week about her health, but seeing the vitality of 
young ones removes – if but for a moment – her fears. 
 
The older man who always seems to be grouchy notices you too.  
He's always talking about how children in this day have no re-
spect or sense of good.  But, he sees you – a young family – in 
church, and you don't miss any gathering.  Like clockwork, he 
can depend on the sight of you and your young family.  You give 
him hope that maybe the church isn't doomed after all, because 
there are still young parents who love God enough to bring their 
restless children to worship. 
                    (continued) 



 

Bring your children to church. If you don't hear crying, the church is dying.  As hard as 
it might be for you as a parent who's half-asleep, keep on doing what you're doing. You 
are an encouragement, and you're starting off your children's lives as you should. 
 
Three years ago, we had two young families who were attending worship on a regular 
of semi-regular basis.  Today we have SEVEN young families.  Those seven families 
have a total of 17 children of elementary school age and younger, with two of those 
families each expecting their third child between now and the end of summer.   
 
We have responded to this blessing by making sure our nursery is staffed every Sunday 
with adult volunteers and we have started a Sunday School Class for children ages three 
to seven that takes place after Children's Chat is finished during the worship service. 
There is a speaker in the nursery that broadcasts the audio of the service so if a parent 
does have to take a little one out of worship, they can still listen to the service while 
they attend to the needs of their child. 
 
I wanted to share the article with all of our younger families to let them know how im-
portant they are to the life of this church.  I also shared it so the rest of us would see the 
great blessing we have and how God has given us a wonderful opportunity to love and 
nurture the next generation and to share in the joy that English Congregational United 
Church of Christ HAS a next generation. Praise God!!! 
 
       Peace, 
       Pastor Bill 
 
 
 
 
 



        

 

  

 

 We received this letter of thanks from our 
friends at Eden Theological Seminary.  This was in 
return for the donation that was sent to the semi-
nary from your contributions to the Nick Ashby 
Memorial Fund at Eden Seminary. The collection 
dates for this year are:  March 31st, June 30th, 
September 29th, and December 29th.  

 Our thanks to our church family for your 
continued support of this valuable offering. 



To the Church Family of ECUCC, 

 

Thank you to Pastor Riegle and the con-

gregation for a wonderful day in celebra-

tion of Henry’s baptism.  We appreciate 

everything you did for us to make this 

day so special. 

 

With love, 

Clint, Holly and Henry Baker 

Outdoor Ministries 2019  

Camp Schedule at Pilgrim Park  

Princeton, Illinois 

 
June 13-15  Grandparents & Me Camp    (Ages 4+) 

June 16-22  Sports Camp     (Grades 6-9) 

June 27-29  Grandparents & Me Camp   (Ages 4+) 

July 7-12  Worship & Wonder    (Grades 3-10) 

July 10-12  Worship & Wonder Tenderfoot Camp  (Grades K-2) 

July 15-20  Spirit Camp     (Grades 3-10) 

July 18-20  Spirit Tenderfoot Camp    (Grades K-2) 

Sept 27-28  Illinois Conference Women’s Retreat  (Adults) 

 

Online registration is open NOW!  Visit this website -
https://pilgrimpark.campbrainregistration.com/   

 

     2am on Sunday, March 10th!! 
 

Turn your clocks forward on Saturday evening so 
you don’t miss our service on Sunday!! 



   Here is a list of our homebound and their addresses. A                 
visit or a card to let them know you are thinking of them would be        
appreciated by all: 

 

Neva Cooley – Pine Acres Rehab & Living Center, 1212 S. 2nd   St., 
Room 215, DeKalb, IL  60115 

 

Etta May Imthurn—47W950 WHEELER RD,  BIG ROCK, IL  60511 

 

Sue Lee—46W028 GRANART RD,  BIG ROCK, IL  60511 

 

       Karen Thompson—1440 SOMONAUK ST.  #102, SYCAMORE, IL  60178 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

   Sunday, March 24th 

This offering channels resources for          

international programs in health, educa-

tion and agricultural development, emer-

gency relief, refugee ministries, and both  

international and domestic disaster         

response, administered by Wider Church 

Ministries, Global Sharing of Resources. 

             Thank you for your support! 

           

 

Friday, March 1st 

The worship service for Ash Wednesday will be on March 6th 
here at English Congregational United Church of Christ       

at 7pm. 

We will be joined by the congregations of St. Paul’s United 
Church of Christ and the Hinckley First United Methodist 

Church. 



Things I’ve learned…..  (author unknown) 

 
Age  6— I’ve learned that I like my teacher because she cries when we sing “Silent Night”. 

Age  7— I’ve learned that you can’t hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk. 

Age  9— I’ve learned that when I wave to people in the country, they stop what they are doing and    

     wave back. 

Age 13—I’ve learned that just when I get my room the way like it, Mom makes me clean it up. 

Age 14—I’ve learned that if you want to cheer yourself up, you should try cheering someone else up. 

Age 15—I’ve learned that although it’s hard to admit it, I’m secretly glad my parents are strict with me. 

Age 24—I’ve learned that silent company is often more healing than words of advice. 

Age 29—I’ve learned that wherever I go, the world’s worst drivers have followed me there. 

Age 39—I’ve learned that if someone says something unkind about me, I must live so that no one will 

     believe it. 

Age 41—I’ve learned that there are people who love you dearly but just don’t know how to show it. 

Age 44—I’ve learned that you can make someone's day by simply sending them a little card. 

Age 46—I’ve learned that the greater a person’s sense of guilt, the greater his need to cast blame on 

     others. 

Age 47—I’ve learned that children and grandparents are natural allies. 

Age 49—I’ve learned that singing “Amazing Grace” can lift my spirits for hours. 

Age 50—I’ve learned that motel mattresses are better on the side away from the phone. 

Age 51—I’ve learned that you can tell a lot about a man by the way he handles these three things:  a 

     rainy day, lost luggage, and tangled Christmas tree lights. 

Age 52—I’ve learned that keeping a vegetable garden is worth a medicine cabinet full of pills. 

Age 53—I’ve learned that regardless of your relationship with your parents, you miss them terribly  

     after they die. 

Age 58—I’ve learned that making a living is not the same thing as making a life. 

Age 61—I’ve learned that if you want to do something positive for your children, try to improve your 

     marriage. 

Age 62—I’ve learned that life sometimes gives you a second chance. 

Age 64—I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands.  You need 

     to be able to throw something back. 

Age 65—I’ve learned that if you pursue happiness, it will elude you.  But if you focus on your family, the 

     needs of others, your work, meeting new people, and doing the very best you can, happiness 

     will find you. 

Age 66—I’ve learned that whenever I decide something with kindness, I usually make the right            

     decision. 

Age 72—I’ve learned that everyone can use a prayer. 

Age 73—I’ve learned that it pays to believe in miracles.  And to tell the truth, I’ve seen several. 

Age 82—I’ve learned that even when I have pains, I don’t have to be one. 

Age 85—I’ve learned that every day you should reach out and touch someone.  People love that human 

     touch—holding hands, a warm hug, or just a friendly pat on the back. 

Age 92—I’ve learned that I still have a lot to learn.   



P a g e  7  T h e  P a r i s h  V i s i t o r   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Simple Savory Soup from Scratch’ class 
March 11, 7-8:30pm at the Big Rock Park 
District Bldg., 7S405 Madison Street, Big 
Rock, IL.  

 
One of the best things you can do for your 
health is to cook more at home, but who’s 
got the time? 
 
With Health Coach Virginia’s easy soup 
template plus many tips on upping the fla-
vor and nutrient content, she’s got you cov-
ered! 
 
You will learn how to make no-fail, deli-
cious and nutritious soups with simple in-
gredients that you probably already have in 
the fridge!  We will make a pot of soup to-
gether and will have lots of tastings with 
quite a few variations/flavor boosters to 
sample. 
 
There is a $5 charge to cover expenses. 
Please RSVP to Virginia- 630-392-3644 or 
virginia@waterstreetwellness.com 



Mike Peters, Liturgist 

March 17 

Sunday School /      
Bible Study at 9am 

Worship at 10:15am 

 

March 10 

Sunday School /  Bible 
Study at 9am 

Worship at 10:15am 

 

 
 

March 24 

Sunday School /       
Bible Study at 9am 

Worship at 10:15am 

One Great Hour of      
Sharing special         

offering 

Ushers: Jim Ashby and Mike Peters 
Nursery: Volunteers are needed 
Flowers: Volunteers are needed                                        
Coffee: Volunteers are needed 

Lock Up: Moderator 

 

Ushers: Jim Ashby  
Nursery: Volunteers are needed 
Flowers:       Volunteers are needed                                        
Coffee: Volunteers are needed 

 

Lock Up: Youth 

Ushers: Bob and Barb Raymond 
Nursery: Volunteers are needed  
Flowers:      Wilma Philips                                                      
Coffee: Volunteers are needed  

 

Lock Up: Worship        

March 3 

Sunday School /  Bible 
Study at 9am 

Worship at 10:15am 

Communion 
CHANGE UP  

SUNDAY 

Ushers: Michelle Drawz 
Nursery: Volunteers are needed 
Flowers:       Volunteers are needed                                         
Coffee: Clara Babel and Mary Knobloch  

Communion Servers:  Treasurers, Operations, Outreach 

Lock Up: Teaching and Learning 

 

March 31 

Sunday School /       
Bible Study at 9am 

Worship at 10:15am 

Collection for the Nick 
Ashby Memorial at 

Eden Seminary 

Ushers: Eric and Chelsea Hatfield 
Nursery: Volunteers are needed 
Flowers: Volunteers are needed                                        
Coffee: Volunteers are needed 

Lock Up: Vice Moderator 

 

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3  Sunday School/

Bible Study—9am 

Worship 10:15am 

Communion 

Change Up       
Sundae 

4 5 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

10am to noon 

6  Ash 

Wednesday 
Service at 
ECUCC at 7pm 
with St Pauls 
and HFUMC  

7 8    
Willing      
Workers     
Meeting at 1pm 

9 

10         
Sunday School/
Bible Study—9am 

Worship 10:15am 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17         
Sunday School/
Bible Study—9am 

Worship 10:15am 

18      
Executive 
Council      
Meeting 
6:30pm 

19 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

10am to noon 

20 21 22 23 Prairie 

Assoc. Meeting 
at 1st Congre-
gational UCC-
2nd Presbyteri-
an in Rockford 

24 Sunday 

School/Bible 
Study—9am 

Worship 10:15am 

One Great Hour of 
Sharing Collection 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

31     Sunday 

School/Bible 
Study—9am 

Worship 10:15am 

Nick Ashby       
Memorial Collec-
tion for Eden    
Seminary 

      

March 2019 

Lifespring   
Pizza Night at 
6pm in Aurora 

Change 
your clocks 
this even-
ing.. Move for-
ward one hour . 



E n g l i s h  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l   

U n i t e d  C h u r c h  

o f  C h r i s t  

301 Rhodes ~  

PO Box 156 

Big Rock IL  60511 

 

Church Office:  

630.556.3986 

" i n  C h r i s t i a n  l o v e "  

2 0 1 8  V i s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

 

CHANGE-UP SUNDAE  
COLLECTION DATES!! 

 

 

The upcoming dates are: 

March 3rd   

April 7th 

 May 5th 

                                June 2nd 
 

 

 These collections provide the opportunity for youth 
within our church to attend summer camp at Pilgrim Park.  

  

 Thank you, ECUCC, your prayerful consideration to 
give is appreciated!! 

Pastor's cell:  630.746.1782 

Pastor's email:  

revriegs@gmail.com 

 

Church Secretary's email:  

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com  


