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Dear Friends,

Rev. William K.
Riegle, Pastor

Have you ever found yourself staring at the calendar and find yourself fixated
on one particular date? You're not really sure why, at first, and then, after a
little thought, it finally pops out of your memory banks to the front of your
brain. You end up having one of those “ah-ha” moments I've spoken of before.
I had one of those moments when I looked at the calendar and noticed that we
will celebrate Easter on April 1st. I'm sure that, like many of you, the idea that
Easter Sunday and April Fools Day should fall together on the same day
seems a bit weird, but I suppose those things are going to happen from time to
time. All I can do is ask you to refrain from pulling any April Fools jokes or
pranks that would include our Savior, Jesus Christ or the Resurrection. After
all, we want to treat the day Jesus saved the world with the reverence it deserves.

NEED TO
CONTACT
US?
Church Office:
630.556.3986
Pastor’s Cell:
630.746.1782
Pastor’s email:
revriegs@gmail.com
Church Secretary’s
email:

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com

Church website –
www.ecucc.org

That coincidence is not what sparked the thought that came to me with a bit of
a jolt. The memory that came back to me was this. After 25 years of smoking, I finally succeeded in breaking that nasty habit on April 1, 2002. And
yes, it was no coincidence that I quit on April Fool's Day; it was part of the
plan all along.
The Vermillion County Health Department offered free Smoking Cessation
classes so I signed up. The best advice they offered was to develop a plan for
quitting. They told us that the percentage of people who successfully quit
smoking is much higher for those who make a plan and stick to it than those
who just try to decide to wake up one morning and attempt to quit 'cold turkey'. I certainly could attest to that one, because it had never worked for me.
It just so happened that April 1, 2002 fell on the Monday after Easter Sunday.
Since I truly felt like I had been a first class FOOL for ever starting that nasty
habit, April Fool's Day seemed to be the most appropriate target date to
choose.
We all have habits that we're not proud of, or are detrimental to our health
and/or those we love. It is also never too late to do something about them.
This year, on Easter, I get to celebrate two “resurrections”. Christ resurrected
my soul and granted me eternal spiritual life. And God helped me to resurrect
my earthly body, so that I may continue to serve Him and be with those I love
for as long as possible here on earth. Hallelujah, Christ is Risen! He has Risen
indeed!
Peace,
Pastor Bill

UPDATED CONTACT
INFORMATION NEEDED!
Thank you to those that have
already turned in forms for our
updated directory.
If you have not already done so, please submit the form
below no later than Sunday, March 18th. We can then
proceed with creating a new contact directory.
You can leave the form in the “Secretary” mail slot
in the hallway, or give it to Pastor.
Thank you!

Name(s)
Address
City / Zip

/

Home Phone
Cell Phone(s)
Email Address

** This information will only be shared with fellow parishioners. Thank you!

We received this letter of thanks from our friends
at Eden Theological Seminary. This was in return
for the donation that was sent to the seminary from
your contributions and a portion of the proceeds
from the Annual Cookie Walk. Our thanks also go
out to our church family for your continued
support of this valuable offering.

SAVE-THE-DATE FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
We just received the dates for our joint Vacation Bible School with Hinckley First United Methodist
Church. Rolling River Rampage will take place June 4-7 at HFUMC. If you are interested in helping
please contact Rev. Riegle for more information. We are holding our first planning meeting on Thursday,
March 1st at HFUMC beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Outdoor Ministries 2018
Camp Schedule at Pilgrim Park
Princeton, Illinois
June 14-16
June 17-23
July 5-7
July 8-13
July 11-13
July 16-21
July 19-21
Sept 28-29

Grandparents & Me Camp
Sports Camp
Grandparents & Me Camp
Worship & Wonder
Worship & Wonder Tenderfoot Camp
Spirit Camp
Spirit Tenderfoot Camp
Illinois Conference Women’s Retreat

(Ages 4+)
(Grades 6-9)
(Ages 4+)
(Grades 3-10)
(Grades K-2)
(Grades 3-10)
(Grades K-2)
(Adults)

See more info in the Fellowship Hall, or online at www.il-outdoorministries.org
to view more information.
The Big Rock Library presents the 'Take Control of Your Health' Series:

'Stealth Health' Tuesday, March 20th at 7:00pm

Let's face it- getting the recommended 5-8 servings of Fruit and Vegetables per day is close to impossible
with picky eaters in your house, right? You'll discover that it's easier than you think to sneak in the good
stuff with the tips,, recipes, and strategies Virginia Waterstreet, Certified Health Coach, will provide for
you.
Please RSVP to 630-392-3644 or Virginia@waterstreetwellness.com

At 2am on Sunday, March 11th!!
Turn your clocks forward on Saturday evening so
you don’t miss our service on Sunday!!
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MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
MARCH 29th AT 7pm at ECUCC
Communion will be served by intinction to the congregation.

COMMUNITY GOOD FRIDAY
SERVICE

The Annual Community Good
Friday Service will be held here on
March 30th at 7:00 p.m. We will also be joined by our friends from St.
Paul’s United Church of Christ and Hinckley United Methodist Church.
As always, our offering will be donated to the Hinckley Area Food Pantry,
which serves the communities of Hinckley, Big Rock, Waterman and Maple
Park.

EASTER SUNDAY IS APRIL 1st
Easter Sunday begins with our Easter Potluck Breakfast in
the Fellowship Hall starting at 8:30am (Bible Study and
Sunday School will not be meeting this day). We are
asking that everyone please bring something to share
based on the first letter of your last name as follows:
A—K Breakfast Casseroles
L-Q Fruit
R-Z Breads, Rolls Donuts, Etc…...
Coffee, juice and milk will be provided, and anyone that would like to help with
set-up or clean– up would be most welcome.
The Worship Service at 10:15am includes Communion and our monthly ChangeUp Sundae collection.

Things I’ve learned….. (author unknown)
Age 6— I’ve learned that I like my teacher because she cries when we sing “Silent Night”.
Age 7— I’ve learned that you can’t hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk.
Age 9— I’ve learned that when I wave to people in the country, they stop what they are doing and
wave back.
Age 13—I’ve learned that just when I get my room the way like it, Mom makes me clean it up.
Age 14—I’ve learned that if you want to cheer yourself up, you should try cheering someone else up.
Age 15—I’ve learned that although it’s hard to admit it, I’m secretly glad my parents are strict with me.
Age 24—I’ve learned that silent company is often more healing than words of advice.
Age 29—I’ve learned that wherever I go, the world’s worst drivers have followed me there.
Age 39—I’ve learned that if someone says something unkind about me, I must live so that no one will
believe it.
Age 41—I’ve learned that there are people who love you dearly but just don’t know how to show it.
Age 44—I’ve learned that you can make someone's day by simply sending them a little card.
Age 46—I’ve learned that the greater a person’s sense of guilt, the greater his need to cast blame on
others.
Age 47—I’ve learned that children and grandparents are natural allies.
Age 49—I’ve learned that singing “Amazing Grace” can lift my spirits for hours.
Age 50—I’ve learned that motel mattresses are better on the side away from the phone.
Age 51—I’ve learned that you can tell a lot about a man by the way he handles these three things: a
rainy day, lost luggage, and tangled Christmas tree lights.
Age 52—I’ve learned that keeping a vegetable garden is worth a medicine cabinet full of pills.
Age 53—I’ve learned that regardless of your relationship with your parents, you miss them terribly
after they die.
Age 58—I’ve learned that making a living is not the same thing as making a life.
Age 61—I’ve learned that if you want to do something positive for your children, try to improve your
marriage.
Age 62—I’ve learned that life sometimes gives you a second chance.
Age 64—I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands. You need
to be able to throw something back.
Age 65—I’ve learned that if you pursue happiness, it will elude you. But if you focus on your family, the
needs of others, your work, meeting new people, and doing the very best you can, happiness
will find you.
Age 66—I’ve learned that whenever I decide something with kindness, I usually make the right
decision.
Age 72—I’ve learned that everyone can use a prayer.
Age 73—I’ve learned that it pays to believe in miracles. And to tell the truth, I’ve seen several.
Age 82—I’ve learned that even when I have pains, I don’t have to be one.
Age 85—I’ve learned that every day you should reach out and touch someone. People love that human
touch—holding hands, a warm hug, or just a friendly pat on the back.
Age 92—I’ve learned that I still have a lot to learn.

Here is a list of our homebound and their addresses. A card or
visit to let them know you are thinking of them would be
appreciated by all:
Neva Cooley – Pine Acres Rehab & Living Center, 1212 S. 2nd

St., Room 215, DeKalb, IL 60115
Ellen Tonelli – Hillside Care Center, 1308 Game Farm Rd. Room
#34, Yorkville IL 60560
Sara Thurow — Jennings terrace, 275 S. LaSalle St, Aurora,
IL 60505

Etta May Imthurn—47W950 WHEELER RD,

BIG ROCK, IL 60511

Friday, March 2nd

One Great Hour of Sharing
Sunday, March 11th
This offering channels resources for
international programs in health, education and agricultural development, emergency relief, refugee ministries, and both
international and domestic disaster
response, administered by Wider Church
Ministries, Global Sharing of Resources.
Thank you for your support!

Mike Peters, Liturgist
March 4
Sunday School / Bible
Study at 9am
Worship at 10:15am
Communion
CHANGE UP
SUNDAY

Ushers:
Nursery:
Flowers:

March 11
Sunday School / Bible
Study at 9am
Worship at 10:15am
One Great Hour of
Sharing special
offering

Ushers:
Nursery:
Flowers:
Coffee:

Jim and Penny Dennin
Volunteers are needed
Volunteers are needed
Haehnel Family

Lock Up:

Moderator

March 18

Ushers:
Nursery:
Flowers:
Coffee:

Bob and Barb Raymond
Volunteers are needed
Wilma Phillips
Volunteers are needed

Lock Up:

Vice Moderator

Ushers:
Nursery:
Flowers:
Coffee:
Lock Up:

Wally and Barb Bafia
Volunteers are needed
Volunteers are needed
Volunteers are needed
Treasurers

Sunday School /
Bible Study at 9am
Worship at 10:15am

March 25
Sunday School /
Bible Study at 9am
Worship at 10:15am

March 29
Maundy Thursday
Worship at 7pm

March 30
Good Friday
Service
Worship at 7pm

Wally and Barb Bafia
Volunteers are needed
Clara Babel and her children in memory of her
husband and their father, Bill Babel
Coffee:
Volunteers are needed
Communion Servers: Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Youth
Lock Up:
Youth

Join us for our Maundy Thursday Worship Service here
at 7pm.
We will be celebrating Communion by Intinction.

Our friends from the Hinckley churches will
be joining us here for the Good Friday Worship Service. The service will begin at 7pm.

March 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
Worship
Ministry
Meeting at
9:30am

4

Sunday
School/Bible
Study—9am
Worship 10:15am
Communion
Change Up
Sundae

5

6

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
10am to noon

7

8

Fri

2

Sat

3

Lifespring
Pizza Night
at 6pm in
Aurora

9
Willing
Workers
1 pm

10
Change your
clocks this
evening.. Move
forward one
hour

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Executive
Council
Meeting
6:30pm

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
10am to noon

26

27

28

29

30

31

Worship
Service here at
7pm

Worship
Service here
with Hinckley
Churches at
7pm

Sunday
School/Bible
Study—9am
Worship 10:15am

Sunday
School/Bible
Study—9am
Worship 10:15am

25

Sunday
School/Bible
Study—9am
Worship 10:15am

CHANGE-UP SUNDAE
COLLECTION DATES!!
The upcoming dates are:
March 4th
April 1st
May 6th
June 3rd
These collections provide the opportunity for youth
within our church to attend summer camp at Pilgrim Park.
Thank you, ECUCC, your prayerful consideration to
give is appreciated!!
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Pastor's cell: 630.746.1782
Pastor's email:
revriegs@gmail.com

301 Rhodes ~
PO Box 156
Big Rock IL 60511

Church Secretary's email:
ecuccsecretary@gmail.com

Church Office:
630.556.3986
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