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Dear Friends,

Rev. William K.
Riegle, Pastor

Back in early April, with the blessing of the Church Council, I took a few days
for a spiritual retreat. Pilgrim Park had recently refurbished the house that had
once been home to their offices, and turned it into a retreat house suitable for
individuals and small groups. It was perfect for what I needed—a chance to get
away to a peaceful setting, read, reflect, clear my head and even do a little planning for the coming year.
I took a book with me that I had been trying to read but could never seem to
find the time to sit down with for any suitable duration. The author of the book
may be familiar to some of you. His name is Rabbi Harold Kushner. He wrote a
bestseller more than 40 years ago called When Bad Things Happen to Good
People. He has written another book, this one more recent, that I found very,
very helpful to me, not just professionally, but also personally. This book is
called The Lord Is My Shepherd: Healing Wisdom of the Twenty-third Psalm.
Like many of us, I had often turned to that most beautiful Psalm for its' words
of comfort. But it wasn't until I read Rabbi Kushner's book that I realized that
the words contain so much more that just comfort during times of trial and
hardship. I hadn't read more than the first few chapters when I knew I would
need to share this with all of you.
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Starting Sunday, June 4th, I am going to begin a sermon series on this wonderful
book. I haven't done a sermon series in a while. I think the last one that I undertook was on The Lord's Prayer sometime last summer.
Rabbi Kushner takes each line, and in some cases just a phrase, of the 23rd
Psalm and helps the reader really explore the meaning and spiritual enlightenment contained in those words. He helps us to understand what can sometimes
get 'lost in translation'. He is able to fulfill his role as our own, personal, Hebrew scholar, to help us really feel what the original writer intended. Many
times, especially in the Bible, our understanding of the interpretation of a word
or phrase from the original Hebrew or Greek, is solely dependent upon the individual performing the task. Subtle nuances or even minor grammatical impressions can lead the reader off in another direction entirely.

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com

I am looking forward to sharing Rabbi Kushner's insights and informative
thoughts and interpretations with you throughout the series. And as always,
don't worry about missing a few here and there. I will be very happy to sit down
and talk with you about it any time.

Church website –
ECUCC.org

Peace,
Pastor Bill

Church Secretary’s email:
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***REMINDER***

The summer Worship Service
time of 9:30am will begin on
June 4th.

Strengthen the Church
Special Offering:
Invest in the Vision
Another ONE of our 5 for 5 special offerings

Strengthen the Church is an offering to
reimagine and build the future of the UCC.
Funds also support full-time leaders for new
churches in parts of the country where the UCC
voice has not been heard, along with grants to
help churches communicate the “God is still
speaking,” message.
This year, the collection will be on June 4th,
Pentecost Sunday.

Women’s Evening Fellowship

This year, we will be having a Salad Luncheon
on Thursday, June 22nd at 12:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. All ladies of the church are invited to attend and members are encouraged to
bring a guest as well. A short meeting will be
held afterwards followed by dessert.

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry continues on the first
and third Tuesdays of each month from 10am to
noon…..and lunch at a local restaurant usually
follows! Beginners are always welcome!

CHANGE UP SUNDAE WILL CONTINUE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NEW MINISTRY
This July and August we will use the funds from our monthly
“Change Up Sundae” collection to fund our support of the new
ministry we have established with the Lifespring Women’s Shelter in Aurora. Thank you for your continued support of this program.

PIZZA NIGHT AT LIFESPRING
Pizza Night at Lifespring will be on Saturday, June 3rd. This
is the first of a few Saturdays that have been selected for the
year so that folks who work during the week might be able
to join us. We need donations of cookies and soft drinks to
go with the pizza. Dinner begins at 6:00 p.m. and we meet at
Lifespring shortly before that. The address is 517 College
Ave. in Aurora. If you need more information please contact
Pastor Bill or Melissa Peters.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JUNE 5 – 8

Once again we will be holding Vacation Bible School with our friends at the Hinckley First
United Methodist Church. The theme for this year is “Hero Central” as the children explore
all their favorite heroes in the Bible. We are also looking at much higher numbers with this
year's early registrations. Pre-registrations now stand at 90 children, with 31 of those being
pre-school age. For the first time, we will have two pre-school classes!! Our own Stephanie
Haehnel will be in charge of one of those classes.
You can still register your children, even on the first day. The Welcome begins at 9:00 a.m.
everyday with dismissal at 11:30 a.m. The cost is $12 per child.

FATHER'S DAY SPECIAL!
Worship Service with Coffee Hour!
As a special treat on Father's Day, June 18, we will have a
combined Worship Service and Coffee Hour beginning at 9:30.
We did this a couple of times last year and the idea was well
received as a nice break from our usual Sunday morning
schedule. So don't worry about making breakfast for Dad. Just
come to church for worship, coffee, juice and donuts!
Happy Father's Day!!!

I want to thank all my church friends for their calls,
cards, texts and prayers to me and my family for our
loss of my Mom. It is times like this that remind
us how lucky we are to have such a loving church
family. God Bless you all.
In Christian Love,
Jim and Amy Ashby
Items Needed for Preschool VBS
Paper towel and toilet paper rolls
(one large or two small per student, so keep them coming!)
Paper grocery bags
Please bring to church office before June 5th.
Thank you so much! Stephenie

CLEAN UP SUNDAY
We will hold a Clean-Up Sunday after worship on
June 11. Please come to church in your work
clothes and bring any cleaning supplies with you
that might be helpful. Roger will have a list ready
and we are hopeful that some of our friends
from Christ Our Light will join us.
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2017 Illinois Conference Annual
Celebration
Rev. Riegle will be attending the Annual Celebration of the
Illinois Conference on June 9th and 10th. This year's event
will be held at Elmhurst College in Elmhurst with the theme,
“Churching Outside the Box”.

Thank you for your continued support and donations to
the Hinckley Area Food Pantry!
Your gift of items such as: kidney beans, chili beans, Ramen noodles, pasta sauce, canned pasta, macaroni, noodles, sugar, flour, Bisquick, baking supplies, canned meats, Jell-O, pudding, lunch box items, toilet paper, Kleenex, toothpaste,
laundry soap, bath soap, condiments, and juice are greatly appreciated.
Do you wish to make a direct monetary donation to the Hinckley Area Food
Pantry, without going through ECUCC? Their address is: Hinckley Area Food Pantry,
PO Box 463, Hinckley IL 60520. They will also send a tax donation letter to you at the
end of the year for monetary gifts. And, they can often buy MORE food with your cash
donations.
NOTES OF THANKS FROM OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS
ECUCC,
Thank you so much for your thoughts and prayers when it came to finals!
It really means a lot.
Mallory Dugan
Dear ECUCC Friends,
Thank you for the generous gift and support for me as I continue to go through college.
Sincerely, Ben Riegle

Sunday, June 4, 2017 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Plowman’s Park, 48w508 Hinckley Road, Big Rock, IL
Special Feature “Camaro Turns 50” First Camaro built in
Norwood, Ohio on display
Free Admission for Participants & Spectators
Family Friendly Events- Lions Club Strawberry Dessert, Prairie State Miniature Train Rides,
50/50 Raffle, Vendors, Displays - Big Rock Historical Society Museum. Proceeds benefit Big
Rock Historical Society.

Commemorative t-shirt with logo- $10 each; 2XL – 5XL for $12 each.

5B’s BBQ dinner- 2 pork chops, ½ chicken, or combination, sides, roll and beverage- $12

CANCER SURVIVORS’ CELEBRATION WALK AND 5K
Paul and Ashlee Drawz along with family and friends are walking in the cancer walk in
Chicago. People can sponsor/donate to cancer research with credit going to their team by
using the web link shown below. Donations can be made in memory of...or dedicated to....
anyone you choose. Everyone knows someone fighting cancer or has lost someone to
cancer! Your support of their fundraising efforts is greatly appreciated. Here is the link:
https://cancer.northwestern.edu/walk/fundraising/mypage.cfm?kwofrid=HDZCTT8

It’s Time To Update Our Directory

We would like to update our information for our Parishioner Directory.
Please complete this form with the information that you are willing to
share with others within our church. You can email the information to
ecuccsecretary@gmail.com or place this form with your offering on
an upcoming Sunday.
Name(s) ________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City / Zip _______________________________________
Home Phone _____________________________________
Cell phone(s)_____________________________________
_____________________________________
Email Address____________________________________
*This information will only be shared with fellow parishioners. Thank you!

Jim Dennin, Liturgist

June 4
9:30 am
Pentecost Sunday
Note New Time For
Worship
Service for Summer
Communion Sunday
Change Up Sunday

Ushers:
Nursery:
Flowers:
Coffee:
Lock-Up:

Jim and Amy Ashby
Volunteer needed
Karen Thompson in memory
of Bill Thompson
Volunteer needed
Moderator

Communion Servers: Youth, Moderator, Vice Moderator

June 11
9:30 am

Ushers:
Nursery:
Flowers:
Coffee:

Dave and Sandy Lay
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed

Clean Up Sunday
after Worship
Service

Lock-Up:

Vice Moderator

Ushers:
Nursery:
Flowers:
Coffee:

Bob and Barb Raymond
Volunteer needed
Roger and Judy Hatfield
in memory of Alma and
Haskell Hatfield
Volunteer Needed

Lock-Up:

Treasurers

Ushers:
Nursery:
Flowers:
Coffee:
Lock-Up:

Michelle Drawz
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed
Operations

June 18
Father’s Day
9:30 am
Worship and
Breakfast
Combined

June 25
9:30 am

June 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Worship
Ministry
Meeting
9:30am

4New Time! 5
Worship Service
at 9:30
Communion
Change Up
Strengthen the
Church
Collection

11

6

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
10am to noon

7

8

Fri

2

Sat

3
Pizza Night
at Lifespring
At 6pm

9

10

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—June 5th thru 8th 9am to 11:30am
At Hinckley First United Methodist Church

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

22

23

24

Worship Service
at 9:30
Clean Up
Sunday after
Worship

18
Worship Service
with Coffee
Hour at 9:30

25
Worship Service
at 9:30

Women’s Evening Fellowship
Salad Luncheon
12:30 in the
Fellowship Hall

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
10am to noon

26

27

28

29

30

STEWARDSHIP — Sharing Our Gifts from God
Summer vacation time will be here soon and many of us will be
going away with our families to enjoy fun and relaxation.
Unfortunately, the bills at English Congregational UCC never take a
vacation. Salaries still need to be paid, electric bills need to be paid,
etc. There are several ways you can continue to support your church
even though you might be away:
1.Mail your Sunday Offering to the church office;
2.Double-up on your offering before you go away or when you return.
Thanks to everyone in advance for your support.
We hope everyone has a happy, healthy & safe summer.

Thank You, Choir!
To all the people in our church who helped to resurrect our Chancel Choir,
thank you for sharing your time and talent with those of us who come to
worship to hear God and to feel his love. God uses the medium of music
to communicate with many of us. The Mother’s Day music was an
exceptional finale to your work this year. In addition, thanks to
Mary Francis Welton’s moving tribute to her mother and our mothers. And thank you to our
organist Arlene Wold for sharing her talents with us every Sunday morning. I am looking
forward to hearing you all next fall. Love, Wilma Phillips

Pastor's cell: 630.746.1782
Pastor's email: revriegs@gmail.com

E n g l i s h C o n g r e g a t i o n a l
U n i t e d C h u r c h o f C h r i s t

301 Rhodes ~ PO Box 156
Big Rock IL 60511

Church Secretary's email:
ecuccsecretary@gmail.com

Church Office:
630.556.3986
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