
Dear Friends, 
 
I recently started reading a book by Rabbi Harold Kushner. Some may remem-
ber him as the author of When Bad Things Happen to Good People. In 2003, he 
published a book titled, The Lord Is My Shepherd: Healing Wisdom of the 
Twenty-third Psalm. I'm not finished with the book, but I recalled something 
from the second chapter I thought might be helpful for all of us: 
 
To say, “the Lord is my shepherd” is to say that we live in an unpredicta-
ble, often terrifying world, ever mindful of all the bad things that might 
happen to us and to those around us. The philosopher William James 
writes of “the pit of insecurity beneath the surface of life.” But despite it 
all, we can get up every morning to face that world because we know that 
there is Someone in that world who cares about us and tries to keep 
us safe. To philosophers and theologians, God may be the First Cause, the 
Unmoved Mover. But to people like us, what is most important about God 
is that He is the Presence that makes the world seem less frightening. 
 
I thought about those words as I read the story of the mother trying desperately 
to communicate with her son trapped inside the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando, 
Florida. His last communication to her was that the gunman had come into the 
bathroom where he and a number of others had tried to hide. It was then that 
she took her first step into “the valley of the shadow of death.” I know this be-
cause it was the same step I made the moment after receiving Brandie's frantic 
call that Adam had passed away in his sleep. 
 
The countless acts of violence and staggering death tolls that seem to dominate 
the news these days are tragic to say the least. And I know, along with Rabbi 
Kushner, that God “tries to keep us safe.” Whether it be a bomb, a bullet, or just 
a heart that is too tired beat one more time, the walk through that dark valley is 
waiting for those of us who will get up tomorrow. 
 
I have been thinking a lot about healing lately. I know the wounds of Adam's 
death will never heal completely, but they don't have to, nor should they. We 
carry them with us our entire lives, just like the soldier who still carries shrap-
nel lodged too close to his heart to safely remove. But the very next words the 
Rabbi shares in his book remind us of what the Twenty-third Psalm really 
means: 
 
The primary message of the Twenty-third Psalm is not that bad things will 
ever happen to us. It is that we will not have to face those bad things alone, 
“for Thou art with me.” 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Bill 
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Items are being collected now for the Raffle Table at the Picnic!  

 

   Why do we do a raffle at the Picnic?   

Because іt is the easiest way to earn money while keeping costs down; that’s 
why we ask for prizes by wау оf dоnаtіоn. 

   Gifts such as: gіft сеrtіfісаtеѕ, gоurmеt  
dinners, еlесtrоnісѕ, trаvеl расkаgеѕ, sport 
team items, etc…are always favorites. 

   Are you crafty? Please consider donating 
handmade items for the raffle.  Everyone en-
joys the opportunity to purchase these items. 

   Perhaps you have “like new” items that 
others would enjoy.  Do you have extra 
scrapbook supplies that you could donate?  
What about ‘How-To” books, DVDs, CDs, or a good novel that you no longer 
have a use for but someone else might like?   

 We encourage all who are thinking of  donating to also bring along 
good quality unwanted items.  Maybe what you are not going to use, others 
would appreciate!  Think of it as a chance to clear out your cupboards and get 
hold of a bargain or two while raising money for our church!  
 

   Our Church Picnic is scheduled for  

                  Sunday, August 7th! 

   

   Mark your calendars for this annual event! 

 

   More information will be provided in  

                                         August’s newsletter. 
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 The Hinckley Area Food Pantry (HAFP) serves the communities of Big Rock, 
Hinckley, Maple Park, and Waterman and provides food assistance to our neighbors in 
these communities.   

 Your continued support is so important and appreciated. Canned goods, dry goods, 
paper goods, toothpaste, laundry soap, bath soap, condiments and juice are only a few of 
the items that are needed. 

 If you wish to make a direct monetary donation to the Hinckley Area Food 
Pantry, their address is:  

 Hinckley Area Food Pantry 

 PO Box 463 

 Hinckley IL 60520  

 

 They will also send a tax donation letter to you at the end of the 
year for your cash donation.  In fact, they can actually buy MORE 
food with your cash donation. 

Women's Evening Fellowship  

 
   Women's Evening Fellowship's Prayer Shawl Minis-
try will continue as usual in the month of July. 

 

   We will be meeting on July 5th and July 19th from 
10am to noon. And, we normally follow up our session 
with lunch at a nearby restaurant.  If you enjoy knitting 
or crocheting and the company of others, please join 
us! 

 

 

  

  

Willing Workers will 
be meeting on Friday, 

July 8th at 1pm.  

 



It’s not too late to register for UCC Church Camp programs at Pilgrim Park! 

 

Visit the camp website at www.il-outdoorministries.org  to view the variety of camp options 
still available for children of all ages.  If your child is interested in attending any of the camps, 
please pick up a registration form in the Fellowship Hall, fill it out and give it to Reverend 
Riegle. The Teaching and Learning Ministry will determine how much support they can     
provide to offset the cost for any interested  
individuals.   

 

Be sure to check it out before it’s too late!       
Upcoming sessions start on July 7th, July 10th 
and July 21st. 

A LITTLE MORE LAID BACK 
Worship Service for Sunday, July 10th 

 
We know that things are always a little more laid back on Sunday mornings here at 
ECUCC. But we thought we might actually dial it back a little more. On Sunday, July 10th, 
we won't be having Coffee Hour AFTER worship. Instead we will enjoy Coffee Hour 
WITH worship in FELLOWSHIP HALL.  

 

Donuts, coffee, milk and juice will be provided. If anyone else would like to bring some-
thing, please feel free to do so. Everything will be ready to serve at 9:30. We will enjoy our 
morning goodies AND enjoy worship all at the same time. If you want to dress a little 
more casually than you normally do, please feel free to do that as well. Let's be comforta-
ble and make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 



 

OUTREACH MISSION BOXES  

 
There are four Outreach Mission Boxes on the Mission Table in the Fellowship Hall.  They 
have been there long enough to become invisible but they are important!  This is a reminder 
of what each box is for and to ask for your donations to help. 

 

BOX TOP BOX 
We collect Campbell’s Soup “Labels for Education” which are on soup cans (UPC code plus 
red part that says Labels for Education.   Look for these labels on BIC products, all Campbell 
products, Pepperidge Farm, SpaghettiOs, Swanson broths and V8 products.  There are hun-
dreds of different products with these labels. 
 
We also collect Box Tops for Education which are on Pillsbury, Betty Crocker, Ziploc, Green 
Giant, Old El Paso, Progresso, Scott paper products, Hefty, and others.   These labels are 
white and pink with a yellow pencil across it. 
 
Michelle takes these to the Hinckley Elementary School to turn it for points to purchase edu-
cational products for the school. 
 
POP TOP BOX 
We collect the aluminum tabs from pop and beer cans and some other cans like cat food also 
have aluminum tabs.  If in doubt, if it doesn’t stick to a magnet it is aluminum.  Michelle 
turns these into Ronald McDonald House which houses families with seriously ill children in 
the hospital for very little cost.  There are several in the area and all over the country.  One in 
Michigan housed Michelle’s niece and her husband off and on for 11 months while their 
newborn was in NICU so they could be close to the hospital 24/7. 
 
GREETING CARDS 
We collect the FRONTS of all greeting cards and Michelle mails them to the St. Jude Ranch 
for Abused and Neglected Children in Boulder City Nevada.   After sorting and boxing them, 
about 60 pounds of cards are sent each year.  The children take the fronts and attach them to 
plain cards and sell them to raise money for the Ranch. 
 
GLASSES/HEARING AIDS 
Glasses frames and lenses, cases, and hearing aids are collected to give to the Big Rock     
Lions Club for recycling into their Recycle for Sight program and their Hearing Aid          
Recycling Program.   
 
These are all very helpful missions and do not cost anyone money.  Three of these pro-
grams benefit children and one benefits anyone who has limited vision.   We only ask 
that you be vigilant and remember to collect these items and take them to church.  
We’ll do the rest.   
 



Mike Peters, Liturgist 

July 3 

Sacrament of  
Communion 

9:30 am 
 

Ushers:  Peters Family 
Nursery: Volunteers are needed 
Flowers: Michelle and Bob Drawz in  
  honor of 35th Anniversary 
Coffee:  Volunteers are needed 

 
Lock-up: Youth 
Special Music: Roger Hatfield 

Ushers:  Mary Welton  and Jim Ashby 
Nursery: Volunteers are needed 
Flowers: Clara Ann Babel and Family in Memory of Clara’s  
  husband Bill and other loved ones 
Coffee:  Provided 
 
Lock-up: Moderator 

Ushers:  Penny and Jim Dennin 
Nursery: Volunteers are needed 
Flowers: Volunteers are needed 
Coffee:  Volunteers are needed 

 
Lock-up: Vice Moderator 
Special Music: Opportunity is available for anyone  

July 10 

9:30 am 
 

Service in the     
Fellowship Hall 

July 17 

9:30 am 

 

July 24 

9:30 am 
 

Ushers:  Dianne Raymond 
Nursery: Volunteers are needed 
Flowers: Volunteers are needed 
Coffee:  Volunteers are needed 

 
Lock-up: Treasurers 
Special Music: Dave Thompson 

July 31 

9:30 am 
 

Special Collection for 
Nick Ashby Memorial at 

Eden Seminary 

Ushers:  Peters Family 
Nursery: Volunteers are needed 
Flowers: Ashby family in memory of Nick Ashby 
Coffee:  Volunteers are needed 

 
Lock-up: Treasurers 
Special Music: Sophia Peters 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
Worship 

9:30am  

Communion 

Sunday 

4 

 
 

 

5 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

10am to noon 

6 7 8 
Willing 

Workers 1pm 

9 

10 
Worship 

9:30am in 

Fellowship 

Hall 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 
Worship 

9:30am  

18 19 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

10am to noon 

20 21 22 23 

24 
Worship 

9:30am  

25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 Worship                             

9:30am and 

Nick Ashby         

Memorial 

Fund Collec-

tion  

      

July 2016 

Executive 
Council 
Meeting 
6:30pm 
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Find us at: 
BigRockECUCC 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP MUSIC 

 

There are still openings for 
those who would like to share 
their musical talents with us 
this summer. 

 

Please sign up on the bulletin 
board in the Fellowship Hall . 

 

We look forward to hearing 
from our many talented  

parishioners! 


