
Dear Friends, 

I want to begin by offering a huge “THANK YOU” to everyone who contrib-
uted to this year’s Matching Gift Offering.  Your support helped us set a new 
high mark in the seven years that we have conducted this offering with      
congregational support exceeding $40,000 and with our donor’s match of 
$30,000 we exceeded the $70,000 mark. 

I also wish to thank our donors of the Matching Gift, who’s generosity has 
made this possible.  Seven years ago, we were looking at a $40,000 deficit  
between our annual income from offerings and our expenses.  With the hard 
work of the Church Council in reducing expenses and the additional income 
raised through the Matching Gift Offering, we have been able to eliminate that 
deficit.   

The additional information I want to share with you is the successful growth 
of our Endowment Fund.  Since we began the Endowment Fund in 2012, our 
co-treasurers, Barb and Bob Raymond, reported at the last Church Council 
meeting, total contributions to the Fund were at $516,000.  This does not    
include income the Endowment Fund has earned over that period, but is    
simply the amount contributed by individual donors to the Fund. 

Another benefit from our efforts in better stewardship involves the original 
Davies Fund.  For many years the Davies Fund served as the emergency fund 
for the congregation.  The need to take money from this fund to pay the bills 
saw the Davies Fund reduced to as little as $32,000.  Since we have improved 
our financial standing, we have seen this Fund recover by almost double, to 
the current $60,000 level it enjoys today. 

Finally, I am so happy to report that our financial successes have allowed us to 
be faithful to our support of the United Church of Christ and the Illinois    
Conference.  We have had, for past six years, an annual pledge to Our 
Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) of $2,000.  In addition, the By Laws of the 
Endowment Fund include a contribution to OCWM equal to 10% of the      
annual income received from the Endowment Fund.  So, for 2019, our congre-
gation was able to contribute more than $10,000 to the support of our denomi-
nation. 

Again, I thank all of you for your continued support of the ministry of our 
congregation.  We continue to serve Christ as faithful disciples and stewards 
to God’s many blessings.   

       Peace, 

       Pastor Bill 
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630.746.1782 
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revriegs@gmail.com 
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Rev. William  K. 
Riegle, Pastor 
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
 

 We will share in the Ash Wednesday Service on                
February 26.  The service will be held at First United 
Methodist Church in Hinckley beginning at 7:00 p.m.  

We will be joined by the host church and our friends at St. Paul's United Church 
of Christ.  For more information please contact Rev. Riegle. 

     

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 
Do you enjoy knitting or crocheting items for others? If our Tuesday 
meetings don't work for you, you could crochet or knit at home.  We 
have free shawl patterns and free yarn available.  Just contact Barb   
Raymond, and she can set up a time to pick these items up.  We also knit 
and crochet Prayer Squares and Baby blankets.  A square can be made in 
one evening, and we have patterns and yarn for these projects as well.  
We appreciate any one that would like to help. 
 

Also, a person doesn't need to be ill to receive a Prayer Shawl. Some have been given to 
people in assisted living or to someone going through a recent bereavement. 
       
                          The Women’s Fellowship  

PIZZA NIGHT at LIFESPRING IN AURORA 

 

The monthly Pizza Night with the women and children at Lifespring will be 
Friday, February 7th starting at 6 pm.   
 
If you would like to donate drinks, salad, desserts, or if you would like more 
information about attending, please contact             
Rev. Riegle, Melissa Peters, or Jeri Covelli. 
 
 Thank you to everyone for your support! 
 



Matching Gift Update 

 

Our thanks to everyone that was able to help us with our 2019 Matching 
Gift campaign.   

Your generosity is overwhelming.   

We were blessed to not only reach our goal, but we exceeded it as well!   

The total amount donated was $70,481.11!! 

This amount represents the largest 

total for the Matching Gift program to date! 

Thank you again to our church family for your contributions and our     
donor family that has sponsored this effort for our church again this year! 

We are so blessed! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We want to thank everyone who helped to both decorate 

and undecorated the sanctuary for Christmas.  Many 

hands made the work quick, easy, and fun!  And the re-

sults were great!  Thank you also to the ladies who made 

soups and salads for our “after decorating luncheon."  We 

are blessed to have such an active and involved church 

family.                          The Worship Ministry Committee 



HINCKLEY AREA FOOD PANTRY 

As you know, the need for support of the Hinckley Food Pantry is a year round endeavor that supports those 
in Big Rock, Hinckley, Waterman and Maple Park.  Your help in keeping their shelves stocked is appreciated. 

These are items that are currently on their “wish list”…… 

Kidney Beans, Chili Beans, Ramen Noodles, Pasta Sauce, Canned Pasta, Macaroni, Noodles, Sugar, Flour, 
Bisquick, Baking Supplies, Canned Meats, Jell-O, Pudding, Lunch Box Items (individual serving sizes fruit, 
desserts, chips, etc), Toilet Paper, Kleenex, Tooth Paste, Laundry Soap, Bath Soap, Condiments (ketchup, 
mustard, mayo), Juice.  

Our church made a donation of $388 to the Pantry in December.  This was made possible by all of the efforts 
put into the Annual Cookie Walk.  Below is a letter we received from the Pantry in appreciation of our        
donation.  Thank you again to everyone for your support! 

 



 

We recently received the letter below in appreciation of our  

annual contribution to the  

Nick Ashby Memorial Fund at Eden Theological Seminary.   



              WORKDAY AT LIFESPRING 
 
We are going to hold a workday at the Lifespring  
Women's Shelter on Saturday, February 22 at 9am.   
We will be cleaning and sprucing up the dining area 
and kitchen.  In addition to cleaning we also plan to do 

some painting.  For those who wish to join us, please 
bring cleaning and painting materials with you.  If you 
have any questions please  contact Rev. Riegle or     
Melissa Peters.   

 

PROGRAM FOR HEALTHY EATING AT BIG ROCK LIBRARY 

 

‘Stealth Health’  

 

Do you find it challenging to get those 5- 9 recommended servings of 
fruit and vegetables in each day for you and your family?  But you 

know that more produce will upgrade your family’s health…how do 
you accomplish this feat? You are about to learn that it is easier than 

you think with the strategy of stealthily sneaking the good stuff in! 

 In this presentation by Virginia Waterstreet, Certified Health Coach, you will learn many 
tricks and tips to sneak healthy produce past even the pickiest eaters in your house.  You 

will take home a wide variety of recipe ideas from snacks to soups to sides to main dishes. 
This presentation can get you started on your journey to a healthier you in 2020. 

Monday, February 10th at 7pm at the Big Rock Library, 48W447 Hinckley Road, Big 
Rock, IL 

Cost for this event is $5.00 
PLEASE RSVP!  Virginia 630-392-3644  or  virginia@waterstreetwellness.com  

mailto:virginia@waterstreetwellness.com


February 9th 

Bible Study/Sunday 
School at 9am 

Worship 10:15 am 
 

February 2nd 

Bible Study/ Sunday 
School at 9am 

Worship 10:15 am 
Sacrament of  
Communion 

Change-Up Sunday 

February 16th 

Bible Study/ Sunday 
School at 9am 

Worship 10:15 am 
 

Ushers:  Mike Peters 
Nursery: Sherry Sorensen 
Flowers: Volunteers are needed to sign-up 
Coffee:  Volunteers are needed to sign-up                                                                               
  

 

Lock Up:   Operations 

February 23rd 
Bible Study/ Sunday 

School at 9am 
Worship 10:15 am 

 

Ushers:  Bob and Joyce Moga  
Nursery: Darla McCann 
Flowers: Volunteers are needed to sign-up 
Coffee:  Volunteers are needed to sign-up 

 

Lock up:   Treasurers 

Ushers:  Michelle Drawz and Jim Ashby 
Nursery: Mary Dalton 
Flowers: Volunteers are needed to sign-up 
Coffee:  Volunteers are needed to sign-up 
 

Communion Servers:  Nurture, T/L, Worship 

Lock up:  Vice –Moderator 

Ushers:  Daryn Ferreira 
Nursery: Melissa Peters 
Flowers: Volunteers are needed to sign-up 
Coffee:  Volunteers are needed to sign-up       

 

Lock Up:   Outreach                    

 

VOLUNTEERS FOR FEBRUARY  
Jack Bartoszek, Liturgist 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 Sunday 

School/Bible 
Study 9am 

Worship 10:15* 

Communion 

Change Up  
Sundae 

3 4 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry from 
10am to noon 

5 6 7 
Lifespring Pizza 
Night at 6pm in 
Aurora 

8 

9  
Sunday School/
Bible Study 9am 

Worship 

10:15** 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16  
Sunday School/
Bible Study 9am 

Worship 10:15 

*** 

17  Executive  

Council Meeting 

6:30pm 

 

 

18 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry from 
10am to noon 

19 20 21 22 
Workday at 
Lifespring in 
Aurora starting 
at 9am  

23 
Sunday School/
Bible Study 9am 

Worship 10:15 

24 25 26         
Ash Wednesday 
Service at First 
United Method-
ist Church in 
Hinckley at 7pm 

27 
Worship      
Ministry     
Meeting 9:30am 

28 29 

FEBRUARY 2020 

Meetings after Worship Service 

    *2/2    Teaching/Learning Ministry  

  **2/9    Outreach Ministry Meeting 

***2/16  Nurture Ministry Meeting 



 

              

  

 

 Sunday, March 1st—Communion and Change Up Sundae 

 Tuesday, March 2nd—Prayer Shawl Ministry 10am to noon 

  Friday, March 6th– Pizza Night at Lifespring at 6pm 

                 Friday, March 13th—Willing Workers meeting at 1pm 

                 Monday, March 16th—Executive Council Meeting at 6:30pm 

   Tuesday, March 17th—Prayer Shawl Ministry 10am to noon 

 

E n g l i s h  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l   

U n i t e d  C h u r c h  

o f  C h r i s t  

Pastor's cell:  630.746.1782 

Pastor's email:  revriegs@gmail.com 

Church Secretary's email:  

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com  

“ g r o w i n g  a  f a m i l y  o f  f a i t h "  

2 0 2 0  V i s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

  

301 Rhodes ~ PO Box 156 

Big Rock IL  60511 

Church Office:  630.556.3986 

 

Have you wanted to learn to crochet or knit? 

Would you like a morning out with friends? 

 

We meet on the first and third Tuesday of each month from 
10am to noon (and usually a little longer if you want to 

join us for lunch at a restaurant nearby). 

Our upcoming meetings are on February 4th and 18th. 

We hope you will choose to join us! 

At ecucc 

March  


