
Dear Friends, 

 
 I would like to share with the one verse from the Gospel lesson for the First     
Sunday of Advent, December 3rd: 
 
“Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.  It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on watch.  Therefore, keep awake...or 
else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.” (Mark 13:35) 
 
 Vince Amlin is the pastor of Bethany UCC in Chicago, and he shared a wonderful 
little devotional from the Stillspeaking Writers Group Advent Devotional Book that I 
thought would provide us all with a little inspiration, and, more importantly, a sense of 
faithful direction as we prepare to celebrate the FIRST coming of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 My daughter is two-and-a-half and still not talking much,  To ease her frustration 
we've taught her signs for words like “milk” and “clean up,” and she's created her own 
signs for the things she really wants, like “music” and “animal crackers.” 
 Nonverbal communication is more demanding than speech.  I can't passively lis-
ten to her while focusing on something else.  And she knows it. 
 When she has something to say and my head is turned away from her in conversa-
tion with someone else or (too often) in communion with my iPhone, she places her hand 
on my cheek and steers my face towards hers until she knows she has my undivided atten-
tion. 
 God's Beloved Community, too, requires our focus.  We've been given work to do 
in this interim time---the work of justice and peace---and it won't accept less than our all. 
 Advent is a season for having our gaze gently but firmly redirected.  A time to 
abandon all the shiny distractions that have turned our heads.  A call to give our undivid-
ed attention to the one who is arriving any minute now, the one who has something vitally 
important to communicate to us, the one who will not be ignored. 
 
 You will notice above that I mentioned we are preparing to celebrate the FIRST 
coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  In this Sunday's Gospel lesson, Jesus reminds his 
followers, including us, that there will be a SECOND.  Will we be ready? 
 
        
       Peace, 
       Pastor Bill 
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HOW THE CHRISTMAS FUNDS (Veterans of the Cross) FROM 2016 WERE USED 

One of the unique aspects of the Christmas Fund is that the funds provide direct financial assistance to individual UCC clergy and 

lay church employees – the funds do not support programs or institutions, but people. With your continued generosity, more indi-

viduals will receive the support of the church in their time of need. 

•  MONTHLY PENSION SUPPLEMENTATION for 448 lower-income retired UCC clergy and lay employees.  Our retired 

clergy and lay employees relied on this income supplementation for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical 

expenses. Funds to meet this need come from three sources: the Christmas Fund Offering, Our Church’s Wider Mission 

(OCWM), and the Fund for Ministerial Assistance. The amount of pension supplementation totaled $1,507,787 in 2016. 

•  QUARTERLY HEALTH PREMIUM SUPPLEMENTATION for 216 lower-income retired UCC clergy and lay employ-

ees.  These funds subsidized premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with Rx so that individuals could afford and re-

ceive quality health care. Assistance totaled $487,338 in 2016. 

•  CHRISTMAS “THANK YOU“ GIFT CHECKS given to 503 retired UCC clergy and lay church employees. This special 

gift at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful for 

their service. Gifts totaled $233,800 in 2016. 

•  EMERGENCY GRANTS for 50 active/retired UCC clergy and lay employees. .Sometimes those who serve the Church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering costs that arise unexpectedly – for example, large medical 

expenses, or home damage resulting from natural disasters. Emergency assistance totaled $90,927 in 2016. 

 Pension Supplementation 65% 

  Health Premium Supplementation 21% 

   Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks  10% 

    Emergency Grants 4% 

      

This special offering will be 

taken during worship on 

Sunday, December 24th. 

FINAL NUMBERS FOR 2017 CROP HUNGER WALK 
 

The final numbers are in for the 2017 CROP Community Interfaith 
Walk held in Hinckley on the first Sunday in October. A total of 96 
walkers from 8 different churches raised a total of $16,153.00 for 
Church World Service. Of that total, 3 walkers from ECUCC raised 
$420.00.  We thank everyone who contributed gifts to this years' 
Walk and we are already looking forward to the 2018 Walk on        
October 7th at the Salem Lutheran Church in Sandwich.   



  

The Cookie Walk is going to be here next week- so gather up your recipes, turn 

on the Christmas music and start baking!  You can drop off your cookies and 

store them in the 2 freezers during office hours from 9am to noon,  or on 

Thurs, Dec 7 from 9-11:30.  Be sure to label your containers with your name 

and also the recipe name.  The sign up list is in the Fellowship Hall--make sure 

you are on it and what you are baking.  Thank you to all that have signed up 

already.  

DECEMBER 8, 2017 

The 2018 Offering Envelopes Are Here 

    Please pick up your new offering envelopes in 

the Fellowship Hall beginning                                          

Sunday, December 10th .   

SIGN UP SHEETS FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2018 ARE NOW POSTED. 

Please take a look at the new sheets that are posted on the board in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Volunteers are needed for January and beyond for     

Ushers, Coffee Hour, Flowers and Nursery.   

 

          MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE UPCOMING                                                                                             

          CHANGE UP SUNDAES! 

December 3rd    January 7th 

February 4th   March 4th 

April 1st    May 6th 

June 3rd    July 1st 

Remember, your “small change” is used to make a “big change” in the lives of our parish-

ioners that can attend camp this summer because of your contribution.  Thank you! 



What’s Happening Around our Community? 
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLING and  
CHURCH POTLUCK DINNER! 

 
Share the Christmas Spirit through Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 
10th! Carolers will travel by hay wagon through Big Rock, stopping along the 
way to sing carols to and with our neighbors. We will meet here at the 
church at 2:45 p.m and leave at 3pm. Others are needed to stay at the 
church to set up the potluck dinner.  Music and transportation for caroling 
will be provided. 
 
Join us by singing, staying at the church to set up the dinner,  or by opening 
your door to carolers as they travel by. We will all come back to the church 
for a potluck dinner afterward. Bring a dish to share and enjoy the fellow-
ship! Everyone is WELCOME!! 

  

  A CHRISTMAS LAUGH FROM THE MOST  HONEST AMONG US….CHILDREN!! 



Just a reminder of the Matching Funds letter you should have received in November, 2017: 

 

 
 
 
 
November 1, 2017 

 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 I am blessed to share with you the wonderful news that, for the second year in a row, 
our congregation finished the fiscal year in the “black”.  Once again, our Matching Gift Offer-
ing combined with income from the Endowment Fund and our regular Sunday morning offer-
ings provided the income necessary to meet ALL of our financial obligations.  Words of 
thanks must also be given to our Church Council and the excellent stewardship effort they put 
forth in managing the church's finances so well. 
 
 For the sixth consecutive year, one of our families has pledged up to $30,000 to the 
Church's General Fund if the congregation will match it.  Each of the last two years, 2015 and 
2016, the congregation has exceeded that number by contributing just over $35,000.  Through 
the Matching Gift Offering, we have been able to raise just over $65,000 each year.   
 
 We are asking for your help to continue this very successful program.  Please contribute 
whatever you can to help English Congregational United Church of Christ maintain this level 
of financial stability.  Last year, the largest gift we received was $10,000 and the smallest gift 
was $25.  Whatever you can contribute will be most helpful, especially when you consider 
that, whatever amount you give will be doubled! 
 
 Every gift will be greatly appreciated.  All that we ask is that you consider this faithful-
ly, and give back to God the best that you can. 
 
       In Christ and for Christ, 
       Rev. Bill Riegle and the 
       ECUCC Church Council 



Ushers:  Dianne Raymond 

Nursery:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Flowers:   Dave and Sandy Lay in memory of John and Sandra Lay 

Coffee:     Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Lock-up:   Youth 

Communion Servers:  Youth, Moderator, Vice-Moderator 

VOLUNTEERS FOR DECEMBER 
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Sunday, December 3 

Sunday School/Bible Study 9:00 am 

Worship 10:15 am 

First Sunday of Advent 

Sacrament of Communion 

Change-Up Sundae 

Sunday, December 10 

Sunday School/Bible Study 9:00 am 

Worship 10:15 am 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Ushers:  Larry and Mary Dalton 

Nursery:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Flowers:   Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Coffee:     Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Lock-up:   Moderator 

Sunday, December 17 

Sunday School/Bible Study 9:00 am 

Worship 10:15 am 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Eve 

Sunday, December 24th 

NO Sunday school  

Worship 10:15 am 

 

Ushers:    Mike and Melissa Peters 

Nursery:   Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Flowers:    Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Coffee:     Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Lock-up:   Treasurers 

Bob Raymond, Sr., Liturgist 

Ushers:   Eric Hatfield and Jim Ashby  

Nursery:  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Flowers:   Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Coffee:     Volunteers are encouraged to sign up 

Lock-up:   Vice-Moderator 

Please come and celebrate Jesus’ birth with us on  

Sunday, December 24th at 7:00 pm 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Willing Work-

ers Holiday Lunch-

eon at  the Dear-

born Café in Sand-

wich at noon  

Lifespring Pizza 

Night at 6pm 

2 

3Sunday  School/

Bible Study—9am 

Worship 10:15am 
Communion  
Change Up Sundae 

 

4 5 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry                                    

10am to noon 

6 7 

 

 

Cookie Walk 

Set Up  

8   

 

 

Cookie Walk 

6am to noon 

9 

10Sunday 

School/Bible Study 

at 9am 

Worship 10:15am 

Caroling—meet at 

church at 2:45pm 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 Sunday 

School/Bible Study 

at 9am 

Worship 10:15am 

18 

Executive 

Council Meet-

ing 6:30 pm 

19 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry           

10am to noon 

20 21 22 23 

24Sunday 

School/Bible Study 

at 9am 

Worship 10:15am 

Evening Worship at 

7pm 

25 26 

 

27 28 29 30 

31Sunday 

School/Bible Study 

at 9am 

Worship 10:15am 

      

December 2017 

Pastor’s   

Vacation 

Begins 



 Merry Christmas To You and Your Family 

From the staff at English Congregational          

United Church of Christ 

Christmas Eve Worship Service will be on 

December 24 beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2017 


