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E N G L I S H  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L   

U N I T E D  C H U R C H   

Rev. William K. 
Riegle, Pastor 

Dear Friends, 

 
I want to be a Fool For Christ!!!! Ok, that may be a bit of a stretch, but when 
was the last time we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord and Savior on 
April Foo1's Day?  It is important to remember why we celebrate Easter to 
begin with.  The resurrection of Christ means also our acceptance of God's 
grace.  “And I will remember their sins no more.” (Hebrews 8:12)  Can you?  
Can you really forgive the sins of those whom God has forgiven?  Are you 
able to pass along to others the grace that God has given you? 
 
I only subscribe to one publication to help keep me up to date on news, trends 
and other important information with regards to faith, religion and theology.  I 
have subscribed to The Christian Century for many years now, and I try to 
read as much of each issue as I can.  It comes twice a month, so the news and 
other items are always fresh and up to date. 
 
I was reading the March 14 issue in the section called “Century Marks”.  
These are short news-type articles that are picked up from other publications 
and shared with us for their moral or faithful twists and messages.  One of 
those little pieces in this issue was titled: 
“Mercy, Not Justice”.  It is brief, so I would like to share it with you. 
 
On a cold day in December, Leah Ross of Winnipeg came home to discover 
her house ransacked.  She called the police, a neighbor, and the church 
across the street.  Then a young woman showed up at her door; it was the 
burglar, a 17-year-old girl who had come back to retrieve her keys and 
phone, which she had left behind,  Once Ross realized the girl was not vio-
lent, she invited her into her kitchen and fed her gingersnaps and eggnog un-
til the police arrived.  Ross later received a Christmas card from the burglar's 
parents, thanking her for being kind to their daughter, who has a drug addic-
tion.  Ross refused to press charges. 
 
I'm sure that we have all heard or read stories of similar acts of kindness and 
forgiveness.  I suppose we have experienced so many that we can dismiss 
them like our last breath.  It's pretty easy to do.  I know you've heard the one 
about the innocent man who willingly went to his death for a crime he didn't 
commit, just so the rest of the world could receive God's promise of everlast-
ing life.  Yesterday's news, right? 
 
       Peace, 
       Pastor Bill   



P a g e  2  T h e  P a r i s h  V i s i t o r   

The One Great Hour of Sharing Special          
Offering was taken during Worship on  

Sunday, March 11th . 

 

Together, we collected $115.00! 

 
Thank you for your support of Our Church’s Wider 
Mission. It is greatly appreciated. 

 Our next Pizza Night with the Lifespring Women's Shelter 
is scheduled for Friday, April 6 beginning at 6:00 p.m.  If you 
would like to attend and/or donate items for the event, please 
contact Rev. Riegle, Melissa Peters or Jeri Covelli.  We are in 
need of donations of salad, drinks and desserts. Thank you! 
 

 
 

PIZZA NIGHT AT LIFESPRING 

Thank you for your continued donations  to the Hinckley Thank you for your continued donations  to the Hinckley 

Area Food Pantry.  They provide a much needed            Area Food Pantry.  They provide a much needed            

resource for those less fortunate in our community.resource for those less fortunate in our community.  

  

If  you wish to make a monetary donation to the Pantry, you can send it If  you wish to make a monetary donation to the Pantry, you can send it 

to:  Hinckley Area Food Pantry ,  PO Box 463, Hinckley, IL  60520to:  Hinckley Area Food Pantry ,  PO Box 463, Hinckley, IL  60520  

  

Monetary donors will receive a tax donation letter at the end of  the Monetary donors will receive a tax donation letter at the end of  the 

year and the Pantry can even buy more food with monetary donations. year and the Pantry can even buy more food with monetary donations.   
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        PRAIRIE ASSOCIATION SPRING MEETING 
 
 The Spring Business Meeting of the Prairie Association will be held on Saturday, 
April 28th. Our host will be Woodside Congregational UCC in Rockford.  In addition to 
the business meeting, we will hear Part 2 of a 4-part presentation from Advocate Health 
Partners.   
 Registration and breakfast begins at 8:00 a.m. and the event will conclude around 
2:00 p.m.  If you are interested in attending, please contact Rev. Riegle as soon as 
possible. 
 

EASTER BREAKFAST POTLUCK! 

 

 We are continuing the tradition that was started last 
year with an Easter Potluck Breakfast.  This will be on 
Easter Sunday, April 1st at 8:30am.  Once again, we are 

asking that everyone bring items based upon the first letter of your last name.  

 

  A—K   Breakfast Casseroles 

            L– Q   Fruit  

                   R—Z   Breads, Rolls, Donuts, Etc..     

 

 Coffee, juice and milk will be provided and anyone who would like to volunteer to 
help with set-up or clean-up would be most welcome. 

Women’s Evening Fellowship                    
will be meeting on Thursday, April 26th at 7pm. 

 All ladies of the church are welcome to come and join us.  We have discontinued 
our Linus Blanket Project which we have worked on for many years.  Therefore, we 
are looking for a new project besides our Prayer Shawl Ministry.  So please come with 
any suggestions you might have for us to work on in the upcoming year.   

 Refreshments will be served after the meeting.  



ILLINOIS CONFERENCE MINISTER TO RETIRE 
 

 Rev. Jorge Morales, Conference Minister for the Illinois       
Conference the past eight years, announced that he would not be  
seeking a third term.  He will cease his duties at the end of April and 
will officially retire at the end of May.  Members of the Conference 
Executive Committee have begun the process of hiring a short-term 
interim while a Search Committee is formed to look for our next     
settled Conference Minister. 
 
 Jorge underwent bypass surgery last fall and just returned to 

work on a part-time basis a little over a month ago.  We wish him well as he begins 
this new chapter of his life and faith journey. 

   VOLUNTEER NEEDED TO HELP WITH CROP WALK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 For the past four years, Rev. Riegle has served as our representative at the 
Community Interfaith CROP Walk meetings.  This year, the kick-off meeting is 
scheduled for Monday, April 16 at Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Sandwich.  
Unfortunately, that is also the same night as our Church Council meeting, 
which will prevent Rev. Riegle from attending.   
 If you would be interested in representing ECUCC at the meeting, 
please let Rev. Riegle know (630-746-1782) and he will share additional infor-
mation with you.  



Michelle Drawz,  Liturgist 

April 8th 
Sunday School /        

Bible Study at 9am 
Worship 10:15 am 

Ushers: Dave and Sandy Lay 
Nursery: Darla McCann 
Flowers: The Riegle’s in memory of Adam 
Coffee: Volunteers needed 
 

Ushers: Jim and Penny Dennin 
Nursery: Mary Dalton  
Flowers:          Volunteers needed                                                               
Coffee:  Volunteers needed 
 

April 22nd                
Sunday School /        

Bible Study at 9am 
Worship 10:15 am 

 

April 29th 
 

Worship 10:15 am 
Nick Ashby Memorial     

Collection 

Ushers: Bob and Barb Raymond 
Nursery: Melissa Peters 
Flowers: Volunteers needed 
Coffee: Volunteers needed 

Ushers: Larry and Mary Dalton 
Nursery: Volunteers needed 
Flowers: Volunteers needed 
Coffee: Larry and Mary Dalton 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 1st 

 
Breakfast at 8:30am 
Worship 10:15 am 

Communion 
Change Up Sundae 

April 15th 
Sunday School /        

Bible Study at 9am 
Worship 10:15 am 

 

Ushers: Marilyn Lasecki and Jim Ashby 
Nursery: Sherri Sorensen 
Flowers: Volunteers needed 
Coffee: Volunteers needed 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry    

10am to noon 

4 5 6  
Pizza Night 

with Lifespring 

Women’s     

Shelter in   

Aurora at 6pm 

7 

8  Sunday 

School/Bible 

Study—9am 

Worship—

10:15am 

9 10 11 12 13 
Willing    

Workers       

1pm 

14 

15 Sunday 

School/Bible 

Study—9am 

Worship—

10:15am 

16  
Executive   

Council Meeting 

6:30pm 

17 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry    

10am to noon 

18 19 20 21 

22 Sunday 

School/Bible 

Study—9am 

Worship—

10:15am 

 

23 24 25 26  
Women’s   

Evening      

Fellowship    

7pm 

27 28 Prairie 

Assoc. Spring 

Meeting at 

Woodside Cong. 

UCC in Rock-

ford 

29Sunday 

School/Bible 

Study—9am 

Worship—

10:15am 

Nick Ashby 

Memorial    

Collection 

30      

April 2018 

Breakfast 8:30am 

Worship 10:15am 

Communion  

Change Up Sundae 



CHANGE UP SUNDAYS  
Upcoming collection dates are as follows: 
  April 1st  May 6th   June 3rd  
  July 1st  Aug. 5th  Sept 2nd   
 
  The Teaching / Learning Ministry will use these collec-
tions for the Pilgrim Park Campership Fund. This fund provides the means 
for our youth to attend camp that otherwise may not have that oppor-
tunity. A little change in your pocket can have a big effect on a child. 
Thank you for your past and future support of this program! 
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U n i t e d  C h u r c h   
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Pastor’s cell:  
630.746.1782 

 
Pastor’s email:  

revriegs@gmail.com 

 
Church Secretary’s email: 

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com 

      Church Camp registration is now open!!! 
    Pilgrim Park Events Scheduled in Princeton IL 

 

June 14-16   Grandparents & Me Camp 
June 17-23   Sport Camp 
July 5-7   Grandparents & Me Camp 
July 8-13   Worship & Wonder 
July 11-13   Tenderfoot Camp 
July 16-21   Spirit Camp 
July 19-21   Spirit Tenderfoot Camp 
 

     Forms are available in the Fellowship Hall. 


