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Dear Friends, 
 
I have been the recipient of thousands of inspirational stories, 
jokes and other assorted readings that touch the heart and revive 
the Spirit.  But of all the “Easter” stories I have received over the 
years, none have touched me more than the one I am about to 
share with you.  I received it 20 years ago and I had the same re-
action re-reading it today that I did then—tears of joy and sad-
ness, and eternal hope from the faith and trust I have in my Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. 
 
Jeremy was born with a twisted body, a slow mind and a chronic, 
terminal illness that had slowly been killing him all his young life.  
Still his parents had tried to give him as normal a life as possible 
and had sent him to St. Theresa's Elementary School. 
 
At the age of 12, Jeremy was only in the second grade, seemingly 
unable to learn.  His teacher, Doris Miller, soon became exasperat-
ed with him.  He would squirm in his seat, drool and make 
grunting noises.  At other times he spoke clearly and distinctly, as 
if a spot of light had penetrated the darkness of his brain.  Most 
of the time, however, Jeremy irritated his teacher.  One day she 
called his parents and asked them to come to St. Theresa's for a 
consultation.  As the Forresters sat quietly in the empty class-
room, Doris said to them, “Jeremy really belongs in a special 
school.  It isn't fair to him to be with younger children who don't 
have learning problems.  Why, there is a five-year gap between 
his age and that of the other students!” 
 
Mrs. Forrester cried softly into a tissue while her husband spoke.  
“Miss Miller,” he said, “There is no school of that kind nearby.  It 
would be a terrible shock for Jeremy if we had to take him out of 
this school. We know he really likes it here.” 
 



Doris sat for a long time after they left, staring at the snow outside the window.  Its cold-
ness seemed to seep into her soul.  She wanted to sympathize with the Forresters.  After 
all, their only child had a terminal illness.  But it wasn't fair to keep him in her class.  She 
had 18 other youngsters to teach and Jeremy was a distraction.  Furthermore, he would 
never learn to read and write.  Why waste any more time trying?  As she pondered the 
situation, guilt washed over her.  “Oh God,” she said aloud, “here I am complaining, when 
my problems are nothing compared with that poor family! Please help me to be more pa-
tient with Jeremy.”  From that day on, she tried hard to ignore Jeremy's noises and blank 
stares. 
 
Then one day he limped to her desk, dragging his bad leg behind him.  “I love you, Miss 
Miller,” he exclaimed, loud enough for the whole class to hear.  The other students snick-
ered, and Doris's face turned red.  She stammered, “Wh-why, that's very nice, Jeremy.  
Now please take your seat.” 

Spring came, and the children talked excitedly about the coming of Easter.  Doris told 
them the story of Jesus, and then to emphasize the idea of the new springing forth, she 
gave each of the children a large plastic egg.  “Now,” she said to them, “I want you to 
take this home and bring it back tomorrow with something inside that shows new life.  
Do you understand?” 
 
“Yes, Miss Miller! The children responded enthusiastically – all except for Jeremy.  He just 
listened, intently; his eyes never left her face.  He did not even make his usual noises.  Had 
he understood what she had said about Jesus' death and resurrection?  Did he under-
stand the assignment? Perhaps she should call his parents and explain the project to 
them. 
 
That evening, Doris's kitchen sink stopped up.  She called the landlord and waited an 
hour for him to come by and unclog it.  After that, she still had to shop for groceries, iron 
a blouse and prepare a word test for the next day.  She completely forgot about phoning 
Jeremy's parents. 
 
The next morning 19 children came to school, laughing and talking as they placed their 
eggs in the large wicker basket on Miss Miller's desk.  After they completed the math les-
son, it was time to open the eggs. 



In the first egg, Doris found a flower.  “Oh yes, a flower is certainly a sign of new life,” she 
said.  “When plants peek through the ground, we know that spring is here.”  A small girl in 
the first row waved her arm.  “That's MY egg, Miss Miller,” she called out. 
 
The next egg contained a plastic butterfly, which looked very real.  Doris held it up.  “We all 
know that a caterpillar changes and grows into a beautiful butterfly.  Yes, that is new life 
too.”  Little Judy smiled proudly and said, “Miss Miller, that one is mine.” 
 
Next, Doris found a rock with moss on it.  She explained that moss too, showed life.  Billy 
spoke up from the back of the classroom.  “My Daddy helped me!” he beamed. 
 
Then Doris opened the fourth egg.  She gasped.  The egg was empty!  Surely it must be Jere-
my's, she thought, and, of course he didn't understand her instructions.  If only she had not 
forgotten to phone his parents.  Because she did not want to embarrass his, she quietly set 
the egg aside and reached for another one. 
 
Suddenly Jeremy spoke up.  “Miss Miller, aren't you going to talk about my egg?”  Flustered, 
Doris replied, “But Jeremy—your egg is empty!” He looked into her eyes and said softly, 
“Yes, but Jesus' tomb was empty too!” 

Time stopped. When she could speak again, Doris asked him, “Do you know why it was 
empty?” 
 
“Oh yes!” Jeremy exclaimed.  “Jesus was killed and put in there.  Then his Father raised him 
up!” 
 
The recess bell rang.  While the other children excitedly ran out to the school yard, Doris 
cried.  The cold inside her completely melted away. 
 
Three months later, Jeremy died.  Those who paid their respects at the mortuary were sur-
prised to see 19 eggs on top of his casket—all of them were empty. 
 
       He is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed! 

 
        Pastor Bill 



COMMUNION ON EASTER SUNDAY 
 
We want to let everyone know that we will not be having Communion 
on the first Sunday in April.  This year we will be confirming two of our 
young people, Chelsea Hatfield and Cayden Bush.  They will be con-
firmed on Palm Sunday and will take their First Communion on Easter 
Sunday, which is why we have made the change.   

PRESENTATION SUNDAY 
 
On Sunday, April 7th, our Confirmation Class of Chelsea Hatfield and Cayden Bush, along 
with their Mentors, Amy and Jim Ashby, will lead the Presentation Sunday Worship Service 
at 10:15 a.m.  We hope that you are able to come and show your support and care for the 
youth of our congregation as they prepare to make their commitment to Christ. A recep-
tion will be held in their honor immediately following the Worship Service. 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
 
We are pleased to announce that we will have two of our young 
people Confirmed on Palm Sunday, April 14.  Chelsea Hatfield, 
daughter of Terri Landsteiner and Eric Hatfield and granddaugh-
ter of Roger and Judy Hatfield, and Cayden Bush, son of Renee 

Robertson and Gary Bush, are this year's Confirmands.  Please join us for this very special 
day in the lives of our youth and our congregation. 

NEUTRAL PULPIT ON APRIL 28TH 
 
Our church will serve as the host of a neutral pulpit sermon on Sunday, April 28.  We pro-
vided this service about six years ago for Rev. Martha Brunnell, who is now the pastor of 
Mayfield Congregational UCC in Sycamore.   When there is a distance between a congre-
gation looking for a new pastor and the candidate they are looking at, a neutral pulpit 
sermon can reduce the distance that members of the Search Committee and the candi-
date must travel.  It also gives members of the Search Committee an opportunity to hear 
their candidate preach before extending the offer of a candidating  sermon before their 
entire congregation.   Pastor Bill will still be leading the worship service, with the candi-
date providing the sermon. 



P a g e  5  T h e  P a r i s h  V i s i t o r   

The One Great Hour of Sharing Special          
Offering was taken during Worship on  

Sunday, March 24th . 

 

Together, we collected $139.00! 

 
Thank you for your support of Our Church’s Wider Mission. 
It is greatly appreciated. 

 Our next Pizza Night with the Lifespring Women's Shelter 
is scheduled for Friday, April 5th beginning at 6:00 p.m.  If 
you would like to attend and/or donate items for the event, 
please contact Rev. Riegle, Melissa Peters or Jeri Covelli.  We 
are in need of donations of salad, drinks and desserts. Thank 
you! 
 

 
 

PIZZA NIGHT AT LIFESPRING 

Thank you for your continued donations  to the Hinckley Thank you for your continued donations  to the Hinckley 

Area Food Pantry.  They provide a much needed            Area Food Pantry.  They provide a much needed            

resource for those less fortunate in our community.resource for those less fortunate in our community.  

  

If  you wish to make a monetary donation to the Pantry, you can send it If  you wish to make a monetary donation to the Pantry, you can send it 

to:  Hinckley Area Food Pantry ,  PO Box 463, Hinckley, IL  60520to:  Hinckley Area Food Pantry ,  PO Box 463, Hinckley, IL  60520  

  

Monetary donors will receive a tax donation letter at the end of  the Monetary donors will receive a tax donation letter at the end of  the 

year and the Pantry can even buy more food with monetary donations. year and the Pantry can even buy more food with monetary donations.   



P a g e  6  T h e  P a r i s h  V i s i t o r   

Recently we received a beautiful Thank You Note from the hospital where we send our 
heart prayer squares and angel pockets.  They told us that that attach a little baby footprint 
pin to our white knit heart prayer squares and give one to each woman who has suffered a 
miscarriage.  They tell her that people are praying for her as she goes through this most 

difficult time. The next baby born after a mother has a loss is called a rainbow baby. The 
hospital has  asked us if we would like to knit Rainbow Baby Hats.  They give one of 

these special little rainbow hats to each mother who has a rainbow baby. 
 

If there are ladies who cannot make it to our 
monthly knitting meetings and would like to 
knit a heart prayer square or a rainbow baby 

hat, please contact Barb Raymond.  
 

Sincerely, 
Marilyn Lasecki 

EASTER BREAKFAST POTLUCK! 

 

 

 

 We are continuing the tradition that was started last year with an Easter Potluck 
Breakfast.  This will be on Easter Sunday, April 21st at 8:30am.  Once again, we are ask-
ing that everyone bring items based upon the first letter of your last name.  

 

  A—K   Breakfast Casseroles 

            L– Q   Fruit  

                   R—Z   Breads, Rolls, Donuts, Etc..     

 

 Coffee, juice and milk will be provided and anyone who would like to volunteer to 
help with set-up or clean-up would be most welcome. 

Women’s Evening Fellowship                    
will be meeting on Sunday, April 28th after coffee 

hour.  This will be a brief planning meeting. Hope to 
see you all there! 



     MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

APRIL 18th at 7pm 

 

Join us for our Worship Service with Communion. 

 

In addition, there will also be a Last Supper Drama. 

 

We hope you can join us for this special evening            
Worship Service. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
The Community Worship Service for Good Friday  
will be held at St. Paul’s in Hinckley on April 19th. 

The congregation from the First United 
Methodist Church will also be joining us and the  

combined choirs will be singing. 
The service begins at 7pm. 

 



Michelle Drawz,  Liturgist 

April 14th  
PALM SUNDAY  

Confirmation 
Sunday School /        

Bible Study at 9am 
Worship 10:15 am 

Ushers: Mike Peters 
Nursery: Darla McCann 
Flowers: Volunteers needed 
Coffee: Volunteers needed 

 

Lock Up: Operations 

Ushers: Jeri Covelli and Jack Bartoszek 
Nursery: Mary Dalton  
Flowers:          Volunteers needed                                                               
Coffee:  Volunteers needed 

 
Lock Up: Treasurers 

April 28th 
 

Sunday School /        
Bible Study at 9am 
Worship 10:15 am 

Ushers: Wilma Phillips 
Nursery: Sherri Sorensen 
Flowers: Volunteers needed 
Coffee: Volunteers needed 

Servers: Treasurers, Operations, Outreach 

Lock Up: Outreach 

Ushers: Roger & Judy Hatfield 
Nursery: Melissa Peters 
Flowers: Volunteers needed 
Coffee: Volunteers needed 

Lock Up: Nurture 

April 7th 
Sunday School / Bible 

Study at 9am 
Presentation Sunday 
Worship 10:15 am 

Change Up Sundae 

Ushers: Volunteers needed 
Nursery: Volunteers needed 
Flowers: Volunteers needed 
Coffee: Volunteers needed 

 

Servers: Youth, Moderator, Vice-Moderator 

April 18th     
MAUNDY         

THURSDAY 
 

Service at 7pm 
Communion 

Last Supper Drama 

Good Friday Community Service at St. Paul’s in Hinckley at 7pm on April 19th 

April 21st 
EASTER SUNDAY  

          
Breakfast at 8:30am 

Sunday School /        
Bible Study at 9am 
Worship 10:15 am 

Communion 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry    

10am to noon 

3 4 
 

5  Pizza 

Night with 

Lifespring 

Women’s     

Shelter in   

Aurora at 6pm 

6 

7Sunday School/

Bible Study—9am 

Worship 10:15 

8 9 10 11 12 
Willing    

Workers       

1pm 

13 

14  
PALM SUNDAY 

 Sunday School/

Bible Study—9am 

Worship—10:15am 

15 
Executive   

Council Meeting 

6:30pm 

16 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry    

10am to noon 

17 18 Worship 

Ministry Meet-

ing at 9:30am            

 

Maundy Thurs-

day Worship 

here at 7pm– 

Communion and 

Last    Supper 

Drama 

19 
Community 

Good Friday 

Worship at St. 

Paul’s in 

Hinckley at 

7pm 

20 

21 EASTER 

SUNDAY  

Potluck Breakfast 

at 8:30am 

Bible Study/

Sunday School at 9 

Worship—10:15am 

with Communion 

22 

 

 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 Sunday 

School/Bible 

Study—9am 

Worship—10:15am 

29 30     

April 2019 



CHANGE UP SUNDAYS  
Upcoming collection dates are as follows: 
  April 7th  May 5th  June 2nd  
  July 7th  Aug. 4th  Sept 1st  
 
  The Teaching / Learning Ministry will use these collec-
tions for the Pilgrim Park Campership Fund. This fund provides the means 
for our youth to attend camp that otherwise may not have that oppor-
tunity. A little change in your pocket can have a big effect on a child. 
Thank you for your past and future support of this program! 

E n g l i s h  
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U n i t e d  C h u r c h   
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Church Secretary’s email: 

ecuccsecretary@gmail.com 

      Church Camp registration is now open!!! 
    Pilgrim Park Events Scheduled in Princeton IL 

 

June 13-15   Grandparents & Me Camp 
June 16-22   Sport Camp 
June 27-29   Grandparents & Me Camp 
July   7-12   Worship & Wonder 
July 10-12   Tenderfoot Camp 
July 15-20   Spirit Camp 
July 18-20   Spirit Tenderfoot Camp 
 

     Forms are available in the Fellowship Hall. 


